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Memoir of the Rev. Thomas 
Robinson, of Whitworth, Lan- 
cashire. 

Wun e infidelity is shedding 

abroad its poison, and is actu- 

ally corrupting the hearts of the 
young and the ignorant, it he- 
comes the duty of christians to 
be doubly diligent in exhibiting 


. the various and powerful argu- 


ments by which the cause of 
truth is sustained. Of such arga- 
ments, there is one -class: which 
speaks to every bosom, and is in- 
telligible to every understanding. 
All can interpret the import, and 
feel the force of a holy and use- 
ful life—There are compara- 
tively few who have embraced 
infidelity from any other cause 
than the prepensities of a sen- 
sual mind, or the exigencies of a 
pollated conscience; and, at the 
present moment,no service could 
be rendered to the cause of cliris- 
tianity more opportune, or more 
equitable, or more likely to be 
extensively useful, than a col- 
lection of the lives and death- 
bed scenes of the most eminent 
infidels of ancient and modern 
times. Here Christianity has an 
infinite advantage. It is in the 
lives and characters of genuine 
believers that the best proof is 
given both of the divinity of their 
religion, and the sincerity of 
their faith in it: and it ought to 
be generally proclaimed that till 
infidelity can produce an equally 
splendid record in the characters, 
and lives, and deaths of its pa- 
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trons,it can have no title whatever 
to stand up as a competitor with 
the gospel for universal accepta- 
tion. Every christian, however 
humble and unlearned, is capable 
of silencing the mightiest’ de- 
claimer upon infidelity, with this 
question; Shot tne the fruits A 
your system? We conceive enoug 
has not been made of this argu- 
ment by christian writers; and 
we beg leave here to recommend 
it to their attention. _ ok 
It has fallen to our lot to re- 
cord in our work many eminent 
instances of christian holiness, 
and piety, and benevolence. The 
record of every ‘such case may 
be held forth, as a fresh triamp 
over the armies of ‘the aliens, 
and will be found one of the most 
effectual means of resisting their 
power. Such a case we have 
now to present, in the life and 
death of the excellent man whose 
character forms the subject of the 
following biographical sketch. 
The Rev. Thomas Robinson 
was born at Leeds.: His father 
dying while he was young, he 
was placed, as an apprentice, un- 
der the care of a Mr. Forrest, :a 
copper-plate printer in that town. 
After the expiration of his ap- 
prenticeship, he entered into the 
service of Mr. Lowell, then an 
engraver at Halifax. At the 
time when this connexion was 
formed,there was in his character 
no evidence of piety: but in this 
situation that important change 
was effected, the sincerity of 
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which was afterwards steadily 
and honourably evinced. The 
writer of this memoir is not 
acquainted with the particular 
circumstances of his conversion, 
but his subsequent history 
furnishes sufficient proof, that 
he was the subject of genuine 
and scriptural religion. During 
his residence in Mr. Lowell’s fa- 
mily, he became a member of 
the church of Christ under the 
care of the late Rev. Titus 
Knight. The Rev. Mr. Cockin, 
who then resided at Kipping, was 
an intimate friend of Mr.Lowell’s, 
and in the habit of frequently 
seeing him; and it appears that 
it was from the conversations 
which they often held, while 
Mr. Robinson was present, and 
which generally turned on topics 
connected with the christian mi- 
nistry, that he imbibed the desire 
of engaging in the sacred work. 
He was much esteemed by his 
employer, who,by instructing him 
in the more profitable branches 
of his business, put it in his 

wer to obtain a respectable 
livelihood in that occupation. 
But his heart. was set on the 
ministry. His views of that.of- 
fice became more impressive, 
and his desires to engage in it 
increasingly strong. It is natu- 
ral to suppose that these views 
and feelings would not long re- 
main concealed in his own breast. 
Mr. Lowell became acquainted 
with his wishes, and favouring 
his design, readily afforded his 
assistance towardsits accomplish- 
ment. Mr. Welch, an eminent 
banker in London, had announ- 
ced his: intention of educating, at 
his own expense, a few young 
men for the ministry; and Mr. 
Lowell was instructed by this 
generous patron to make arrange- 
ments for Mr. Robinson’s en- 
trance on a course of prepara- 
tory stadies under the superin- 
tendence of the late Rev. James 
M‘Qubae, of Blackburn. Here 
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we contemplate him in the inte- 
resting capacity of a student. 
The fund of knowledge which 
he afterwards possessed, and 
which enriched his conversation 
and discourses, amply proves 
that his studies must Liss been 
directed with judgment, agd pur- 
sued with diligence. He must 
have explored, with much ap- 
plication and with respectable 
success, the wide field of inves- 
tigation which was spread before 
him; and this could not have 
been done without deep, patient, 
and persevering inquiry. In the 
labours of the student, the chris- 
tian was not forgotten. His oc- 
casional intercourse with his 
friends at Blackburn afforded 
them an opportunity of witness- 
ing the thoughtful habits of the 
student, united with the cheer- 
fulness of the companion ; while 
in both there were mingled the 
heaven-born charities of the gos- 
pel, the meekness, humility, and 
gentleness of a disciple of Christ. 
He possessed the happy talent of 
securing the esteem of all who 
knew him; an esteem which did 
not require the presence of its 
object in order to preserve it, but 
was long cherished after the ter- 
mination of his studies, and, at 
the distance of nearly thirty 
years, is still cherished by many 
in Blackburn, with whom the 
writer of this memoir is inti- 
mately acquainted, and from 
whom he has often received the 
testimony he now records. While 
at Blackburn, Mr. Robinson was 
frequently engaged in preaching 
in the neighbouring towns and 
villages. The degree of accept- 
ance that attended these labours, 
connected with his name a re- 
spect, which his subsequent cha- 
racter, as a pastor and a minister, 
has only matured and confirmed. 
When his academical engage- 
ments were closed, he undertook 
the pastoral care of an Indepen- 
dent church at Skipton, in Y ork- 
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shire, but not finding the situa- 
tion congenial with his wishes, 
he was introduced, by his friend 
Rev. S. Lowell, (who had re- 
moved from Halifax to Wood- 
bridge,) to the church at Hales- 
worth, in Suffolk. At this place 
he laboured nearly two years, and 
secured a high degree of affection 
and regard. His preaching was 
owned by the great Head of the 
Church, and crowned with suc- 
cess. This, however, did not ap- 
pear to be the station in which 
Providence designed him finall 
to settle; for, receiving a call 
from the church at Hall-fold, 
near Whitworth, in Lancashire, 
a place which he had visited pre- 
viotsly to his going to Suffolk, 
he removed thither in September, 
1795. About two years after 
this he married Miss é. Haward, 
of Heveningham, in Suffolk, for- 
merly a member of the church 
at Halesworth, who was removed 
from this vale of tears to dwell in 
the immediate presence of her 
Lord and Saviour, in 1804. By 
her he had four children, the 
youngest of which died in in- 
fancy. His history from this pe- 
riod till his death was diversified 
by few changes. Actively em- 
loyed in the duties of his office, 
he mingled little with the world. 
His time was wholly divided be- 
tween the preparations of the 
study, the engagements of the 
pulpit, and his pastoral visits to 
the people of his charge. Thus 
with few vicissitudes he held the 
“noiseless tenour of his way ;” 
faithful to his trust, incessant in 
his labours, supremely anxious to 
win souls, to lead perishing sin- 
ners to an Almighty Saviour, and 
to establish believers in the faith 
and holiness of the gospel. Nor 
did he labour in vain. Many 
liavé gone before him, and have 
eeted him as their spiritual 
‘ather in tlie church above, and 
many are left behind in whose 
affections his memory is richly 
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embalmed. But we draw near 
to the closing scene, in which the 
excellencies of his character 
were more fully developed ; and 
when the nature and foundation of 
his confidence were clearly as- 
certained, and expressed with 
the firmness of a man, whose ex- 
perience gave weight and im- 
pression to what he said. 

In the beginning of the year 
1818, his health began to de- 
cline, and he was soon compelled 
altogether to abstain from his pul- 

it labours. During a protracted 
illness, he still entertained hopes — 
of recovery, and of resuming 
the duties of his office with his 
usual vigour. This hope, how- 
ever, was delusive; for he preach- 
ed but once again, in September, 
1818, being precisely the twenty 
third anniversary of his settle- 
ment at Hall-fold. It may not 
be improper to remark, that 
the last sermon he ever pre- 
pared was‘ not preached. e 
text was; ‘* For this God is 
our God for ever and ever, and 
will be our guide even unto 
death.” It is rather singular, that 
though the greater part of the 
sermon cannot be decyphered 
from the peculiar character of 
the contractions he employed, the 
last words, which are clearly 
written, are these, “leading to 
heaven.”— The few remaining 
months of his life were spent in 
great pain. But “he endured as 
seeing him who is invisible.” He 
knew in whom he had believed; 
and his mind was sustained by 
those consolations which arise 
from unseen sources, and are in- 
separably connected with the ex- 
istence of a lively faith. In him 
patience had her perfect work ; 
though often suffering the most 
excruciating agonies, he did not 
murmur; but in imitation of his 
Divine Redeemer, his constant 
language was; “ Not my will, 
but thine be done!” The true 
state of his mind will appear in 
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the following conversation which 
he had with the Rey, John Ely, 
of Rochdale, a short time before 
his death. It being remarked 
that his mind had been kept in a 
state of tranquillity throughout his 
illness, he answered; ‘‘ It has: 
T have been preserved from suf- 
fering great distress; but have 
not been free from all fears. I 
can rely upon the faithfulness of 
God. I know whom I have trust- 
ed.” His confession being men- 
tioned .as an encouragement to 
these who were younger in ex- 
perience, he spoke for some time, 
and in a most energetic manner, 
to this effect ;—‘‘ I am sure God 
will not be unfaithful to his pro- 
mise, or he would not have shown 
me what he has for these forty 
years. I have been sincere ;—my 
profession and dependance on 
him have been sincere. I am sa- 
tisfied with his plans ;—and if he 
had revealed any other plan of 
salyation, I should have been sa- 
tisfied with it ;—any way of sal- 
yation which he had revealed, I 
could have trusted. But in that 
way which he has brought to light, 
there is such a glory that I de- 
light in it: it is such a rich dis- 
play of grace, such a glorious 
way: I am sure that it is suffi- 
cient, and can confidently trust 
it, But for myself, I have no me- 
rits that I can present before 
God. IT should think that it would 
be as great an insult to the Di- 
vine Being, to prosrat my works, 
as a ground of acceptance, as it 
would be to offer, him blasphe- 
mies. J must trust his grace.” 
The apostle’s words being sug- 
gested, “ To win Christ, and be 
found in him,” he remarked, 
‘Yes, there is all my hope—in 
whiat he has done.” Then he said, 
with much emphasis, I cannot, 
I dare not plead a single. work 
that ever I have done before 
God; they are all so imperfect, 
that in all my life, there is not 
one which I could present to him 
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as worthy of his acceptance ; 
if he does accept any of them, it 
must be of his own free grace.” 
The conversation turning on 
death and eternity, he said, “‘ He 
never feared in regard to futurity ; 
—death itself he had feared, but 
it was not so dreadful to him as 
he expected ; he could not doubt 
its results at any time; he could 
not doubt in regard to his final 
safety :—he thought it a beautiful 
remark, made by some writer 
whose work he had read,. that 
death is but the breaking of a 
dark lanthorn, when at once the 
full blaze of glory shines upon 
the soul.” The plan of salvation, 
he afterwards remarked, ‘‘is such 
an advantage too. It unites us to 
God, and brings us into such in- 
timate union with the Saviour as 
our living bead.” ‘‘ Whenever I 
saw him,” observes Mr. Ely, 
‘he uniformly, in the greatest 
sufferings, (and sometimes he ap- 
peared quite on the rack,) ex- 
pressed his submission to the 
divine will. Once he observed, 
under these circumstances, “ I 
hope God will enable me to sub- 
mit to his will, as long as I con- 
tinue here, but I would much— 
much—much rather depart, and 
be with Christ.’ ” At his last fare- 
well, the day before his death, 
he said, ‘“‘ I hope God will bless 
you, and be with you;—and I 
hope he will be with me as long 
as he sees fit to continue me in 
this state of suffering, and when 
I die.” A few days before his 
death, when suffering most se- 
verely, and appearing to be in 
want of something, his son said 
to him, ‘‘ Father, are you want- 
ing any thing?” ‘ No,” said he, 
‘* I want nothing but to glorify 
God. At another time, when his 
medical attendant had said his 
time would be short here, he re- 
plied, ‘‘ that is good news, I long 
to depart, and be with Christ, 
which is far better.” At one time, 
his son having said how comfort- 
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ing and cheering the presence of 
God was to the christian, ‘‘ Yes,” 
said he, ‘‘ let Jesus be at one 
end of the universe, and a poor 
soul at the other, if Jesus only 
smiles on that poor soul, oh, 
what a sight! what a sight !” The 
last words he uttered were the 


following. His son said to him, 


“« Well, Father, you will soon be 
at your home, soon in heaven.” 
** Yes, yes, soon, soon, I hope, 
I hope.” He lived only a few 
hours after this, and then sweetly 
fell asleep in Jesus. 

Thus departed the Rev. Tho- 
mas Robinson, on Friday the 
26th of February, 1819, in the 
fifty-sixth year of his age. His 
remains were interred in the cha- 
pel, in which he had long labour- 
ed, on Tuesday, the 2nd of 
March, when the Rev. J. K. 
Foster, of Rochdale, engaged in 
prayer, and the Rev. J. letcher, 
of Blackburn, delivered an elo- 
quent address at the grave. On 
the Lord's day following, a fune- 
ral sermon was preached at Hall- 
fold, by the Rey. John Ely, of 
Rochdale, from Hebrews xi. 13. 
“These all died in faith,” &c.—Fu- 
neral sermons were also preached 
hy the Rev. J. K. Foster, and 
the Rev. J. Fletcher, to their res- 
pective congregations. In at- 
tempting to delineate the charac- 
ter of this holy minister, few 
words are required. As a man, 
he exhibited a remarkable degree 
of uniformity. Regulating his 
conduct by fixed principles, and 
being seldom interrupted by those 
changes, which break in on more 
complicated aud extensive en- 
gagements, his character had ac- 
quired a steadiness and)a solidity 
rarely equalled. With these were 
combined the attractive qualities 
of tenderness, affection, liberality 
and. candour.. While the things 
which were just, pure, honest, 
and true, constituted the basis of 
his, character, they were not se- 
parated. from those ornamental 
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graces, the things which are love- 
ly and of good report. As a 
christian, he merited as highly as 
perhaps any one ever did, the ex- 
pressive epithet of scripture, “ a 
devout man.”;He lived with God ; 
often every’ day did he retire 
from all human intercourse, to 
enjoy the richer luxury of com- 
munion with heaven. What he 
felt during these sacred inter- 
views, those alone can tell who 
‘‘ know the worth of prayer.” 
Sometimes, in the earnestness of 
his devotions, his language has 
been overheard, language expres- 
sive of mingled reverence and 
familiarity, the language of a soul, 
rising to the elevated privilege of 
its adoption, and conscious at the 
same time, that that adoption is 
of grace. The influence of such 
habitual applications to the foun- 
tain of all moral and spiritual ex- 
cellence, was such as might be 
expected. It gave to his faith a. 
holy vigour; to his hopes a celes- 
tial brightness; to his temper a 
sweet tranquillity ; tohis conver- 
sation a heavenly savour, and to 
his .life, those qualities which 
command the love of saints, and 
the veneration of the ungodly. 
The effect of his character on the 
sentiments of those who lived 
around him, may be gathered 
from the fact, that even the most 
depraved persons in the village 
were often heard to say ;—“ If 
there be a good man in the world, 
it is Mr. Robinson.” 

As a minister and preacher of 
the gospel, Mr. Robinson was 
distinguished by useful, rather 
than brilliant talents. His preach- 
ing would not, perhaps, have 
pleased those hearers of the gos- 
pel, who enter a place of wor- 
ship with feelings similar to those 
with which they would witness 
the exhibitions of a theatre; but 
it would, it did, contribute to the 
edification of such as desired ‘to 
be instructed, guided, and conso- 
led. His discourses contained lu- 
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minous displays of scripture doc- 
trine, and accurate delineations of 
christian character :—they en- 
forced all that is humbling, sub- 
lime, rich, and refreshing in those 
truths, which form the glory of 
the gospel, but these were ever 
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viewed in connexion with their 
transforming power over the 
hearts, the consciences, the tem- 
per, and the conduct of those 
who are entitled to possess, or fit- 
ted rightly to enjoy the hopes and 
consolations which they secure. 
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REFLECTIONS ON A MEMOIR OF 
A UNITARIAN MINISTER. 
To the Editors. 
WuHiLe reading, in ‘‘ The Theo- 
logical Repository,” a memoir 
of a Unitarian writer of some 
celebrity, I was struck with 
the following passage, when 
contrasted with another, in a 
work on the Christian Dispensa- 
tion, by the same individual. On 
his death-bed he uttered the fol- 
lowing words; “I have a firm 
confidence in the goodness of 
Ged ; and though I may deserve 
more of chastisement than I have 
had in this life, I have no fear 
whatever for the final result.” 
It appears from these words, that 
his Sane rested chiefly on the 
doctrine of universal restoration. 
He was not without fears that he 
might be condemned for some 
time to suffer chastisement on 
account of his sins, but the final 
result of punishment even in ano- 
ther world was his forlorn hope. 
Now the same individual, in his 
theological disquisition on the 
characteristic excellencies of 
christianity, after adducing those 
passages of scripture which ap- 
peared to him to favour the doc- 
trine of universal — restoration, 
says; ‘‘ It would be extreme folly 
to propose such obscurities as the 
foundation of an hypothesis.”— 
These words follow, without the 
intervention of a single syllable, 
several quotations from the Bible. 
To these, therefore, the wordo5b- 
securities must refer. It seems, 


then, that as far as the scriptures 
are concerned, a Unitarian ven- 


tures his soul on that, on which, 
by his own confession, it would 
be extreme folly to found an hypo- 
thesis. I have said as far as the 
scriptures are concerned ; for the 
close of the sentence which I 
have just quoted deserves notice. 
** But it is gratifying to observe, 
that principles, rendered proba- 
ble, by various coincidental cir- 
cumstances, throw some rays of 
light on these obscurities; for 
this augments the probability of 
their being true.” It appears, 


-then, that ‘‘ some principles, ren- 


dered probable by various coin- 
cidental circumstances,” serve for 
the principal foundation of a Uni- 
tarian’s hope, and illuminate the 
obscurity of the Bible, on that 
doctrine which is the life-blood of 
his system, and which is, above 
all others, dear to his heart. It 
seems to follow, also, from their 
own confession, that though the 
great design of the Saviour’s ap- 
earance on earth was ‘‘ to bring 
ife and immortality to life ;” and 
though the -Apostle Paul sup- 
posed that he had done so, yet, 
in the estimation of Unitarians, 
so far is this end from being ac- 
coniplished, so far are the life 
and immortality after which Uni- 
tarians are seeking, from being 
brought to light, that all which 
both Jesus Christ and his Apo- 
stles have stated respecting futu- 
rity, amounts only to ‘‘ such ob- 
securities as it would be extreme 
folly to propose for the founda- 
tion of an hypothesis.” Nay, so 
gloomy are those obscurities, that 
all the ingenuity and learning of 
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Unitarians can only throw on 
them some rays of light. - This 
language would almost lead one 
to think that Jesus Christ had 
come into the world to throw life 
and immortality into the shades, 
instead of bringing them to light. 
In the shades he certainly has 
left that life which Unitarians 
are seeking, nothing short of 
which, according to them, is ho- 
nourable to the divine benevo- 
lence; for he has left them to 
seek it amidst the gloom in which 
the threatenings of eternal death 
involve all the finally impenitent. 

It seems, also, that the above 
gentleman, in the solemn hour of 
death, did not derive much com- 
fort from another favourite doc- 
trine of Unitarianism ; viz. that 
the great object.which God has 
in view, in punishing the wicked, 
even in another world, is to re- 
claim the offender, and bring him 
back to the paths of virtue. Now 
this gentleman himself is repre- 
sented as having been through 
life a pattern of integrity and be- 
nevolence, and, indeed, of every 
virtue; aad I believe the repre- 
sentation is strictly correct. As 
far as these, without much refe- 
rence to Jesus Christ, and the 
plan\of salvation through him, 
are concerned, if he was not fit 
for heaven, I believe few persons 
are. What, then, on Unitarian 
principles, had he to dread? Why 
should he have feared that his sins 
might deserve more correction 
than he had received in this life ? 
How could punishment be neces- 
sary to bring back to the paths of 
virtue one who had steadily walk- 
ed in them during a long life? 
His habits of virtue being thus 
confirmed and matured, he must 
have been peculiarly fit for hea- 
ven. Did he, then, feel some 
suspicion, that, after all, there 
mig t be something in that essen- 
tial vindictive justice which the 
Unitarians so strenuously oppose 
—that punishment might be due 


to sin on its own account, and to 
vindicate the honour of God, and 
of his insulted government ?— 
os There is no condemnation,” the 
scriptures assure us, ‘‘ to them 
who are in Christ Jesus.” What, 
then, must be our inference re- 
specting this person’s state, from 
comparing his own views and 
hopes respecting himself with this 
passage of the word of God? It 
is painful te be obliged to remark 
that, in his dying moments, he 
made no more mention of the 
Saviour of sinners, appeared to 
derive no more consolation from 
his death on Mount Calvary, or 
from the fact of his being now in 
heaven, interceding for sinners, 
and preparing for them mansions 
of glory, than if he had never 
heard that there is such a person 
as Jesus Christ. That which was 
to the Apostle Paul a matter of 
triumph, which led him to ex- 
claim, ‘‘ Who shall lay any thing 
to the charge of God’s elect? It 
is God that justifieth ; who is he 
that condemneth? It is Christ 
that died, yea, rather, that is 
risen again; who is even at the 
right hand of God; who also 
maketh intercession for us,” was, 
to Dr. C--+-+,in the solemn hour 
of death, nothing at all. It did 
not seem to shed for hima ray of 
light on the valley of the shadow 
of death. Judging from the ex- 
ample which we have been con- 
sidering, we may say, Unitarian- 
ism does not produce the confi- 
dence of an Asaph, who could 
exclaim—*‘ Thou shalt guide me 
with thy counsel, and afterward 
receive me to glory ;” nor of a 
Stephen, whose last words were— 
‘Lord Jesus, into thy hands I 
commit my spirit ;” nor of a Paul, 
who could say—‘‘ I am in a strait 
betwixt two, having a desire to 
depart, and to be with Christ, 
which is far better ;” nor does it 
produce that with which Paul en- 
deavoured to inspire all the Co- 
rinthians, nay, which he took for 
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granted as existing in all their 
breasts ; ‘‘ we are confident, I 
say, and willing rather to be ab- 
sent from the body, and to be pre- 
sent with the Lord ;” nor that of 
those to whom Jesus Christ is 
made of God wisdom, righteous- 
ness, sanctification, and redemp- 
tion;” nor of those concerning 
whom the Spirit declares, “ Bles- 
sed are the dead who die in the 
Lord : yea, saith the Spirit, that 
they may rest from their labours, 
and their works dofollow them.” 
Dr. C--++ seemed ‘to fear that 
his labours were before him. 

The writer of his life, in the 
publication, before alluded to, 
says ; * The vigour of mind which 
the discovered on any subject that 
came before him, the vivacity 
with which he made his remarks 
on the occurrences of the mo- 
ment, and the dignified compo- 
sure with which he looked for- 
ward to the change which he pro- 
nounced to be approaching, ex- 
cited the wonder of all who saw 
him, and frequently prompted the 
involuntary exclamation, ‘ What 
an extraordinary man!” It 
seems, then, that his dying-bed 
excited admiration of the man 
himself, and not of the Saviour of 
sinners, or of the grace of God. 
But would these persons visit the 
death-bed of those who place 
their simple dependance on the 
merits of the Saviour, and the 
promises of the gospel, they 
would find many even of the 
poorest and most illiterate of 
them, rising as far above Dr. 
C.--+-, in the strength of their 
hopes, and in the brightness of 
their prospects, as the heavens 
are above the earth. They might 
then judge whose feelings, im the 
hour of death, are most in unison 
with those of David, when he 
said; ‘‘ Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil, 
for thou art with me;” or with 
those of Paul, when he exclaim- 
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ed; “O death, where is thy sting! 
O grave, where is thy victory ! 
Thanks be to God, who giveth us 
the victory, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” They would then 
find occasion to exclaim, not 
‘* what an extraordinary man !” 
but’ “‘ what ‘a glorious gospel !” 
How suitable is it to the circum- 
stances of sinners; what conso- 
lation it can afford in the hour o 
death ! Ss. 
VERITAS ON CHARITY SERMONS, 
IN REPLY TO MARCUS. 
To the Editors, 
Gentlemen ;— 
I Have perused, though with 
some difficulty, Marcus’s paper. 
{ am rather surprised, that 
among the numerous friends of 
the abuse in question, and after 
the repeated invitations held out 
for “an able reply,” nothing 
more should be produced upon 
the subject than what appears in 
the paper referred to. I think, 
however, I may fairly infer that 
it is the ablest that can be writ- 
ten in defence of that side of the 
question ; especially as it was se- 
lected from several others which 
you had received. In this senti- 
ment, at least, Marcus will coin- 
cide with me. But I must cau- 
tion him, at the same time, not to 
suppose, that this implies any 
very exorbitant encomium upon 
his merits as a writer. Instead of 
answering any of my arguments, 
or substantiating his proof by 
one of his own, he has busied 
himself in detecting, what he con- 
ceives to be, its logical defects, 
and inaccuracies of language. All 
that bears the semblance of rea- 
soning in his paper is totally 
irrelevant ;—despairing of his abi- 
lity to injure me by fair attack, 
he has had recourse to the gros- 
sest misrepresentation. He has 
distorted a few isolated passages 
into ideal giants; and then tri- 
umphed in the destruction of a 
monstrous creation of his own. 


[SUPPLEMENT, 





YUM 





XUM 


1819.} 


In his pretended answer to what 
he calls my first head, he selects 
one sentence, and endeavours to 
show that the phraseology is du- 
bious, and capable of two mean- 
ings. In that sentence, I have 
said, “‘ The christian ministry was 
instituted for the purpose of re- 
storing man to God, by a direct 
appeal to his conscience, and that 
this was not accomplished by the 
abuse complained of.” He omits 
all allusion to ‘the direct ap- 
peal,” which is obviously, from 
what follows, the principal clause 
in the sentence ; and he employs 
himself in metamorphosing the 
expression, ‘‘ for restoring man 
to God,” so strangely as to render 
it a kind of Proteus. It may ei- 
ther mean “ the conversion of 
sinners ;” or, “‘ the edification of 
the faithful.” It may either be 
‘* a mutilated conception,” or, “a 
remote and sublime one.” I am 
rather surprised, that Marcus 
should venture to say that the 
idea of converting sinners is a 
mutilated one; if so, the conver- 
sion of sinners must be a muti- 
lated work. Supposing the sense 
of the expression “ for restoring 
man to God ;”—restricted to this 
meaning, (though Marcus’s is the 
first attempt [ have seen to 
separate justification and glorifi- 
eation,) is it possible that he can 
treat it as so inconsiderable a 
part of a sinner’s salvation ? If I 
were asked to mention the most 
important era in the history of a 
spirit made perfect, I should im- 
mediately answer the era of his 
conversion. It is then that the 
great revolution occurs, when he 
is brought out of darkness into 
light; and all the subsequent 
changes in his history are but the 
se ese stages of the same 

lumination. I know not how 
this degrading opinion of conver- 
sion coincides with the senti- 
ments of angels, who rejoice in 
heaven over one sinner that re- 
penteth. But unfortunately for 
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Marcus, whether the sentence be 
near or remote, mutilated or sub- 
lime, it is of no effect upon the 
argument. If it mean that the 
ministry was intended to convert 
men, that effect is a secondary 
result—the recommendation of 
the society, and the equipment of 
missionaries being the first. And 
if it mean, that the ministry con- 
ducts and cherishes the growth of 
piety, the effect is as indirect as 
before, since these blessings must 
flow through the samt medium. . 
[ am quite at a loss to know why’ - 
he should have taken so much 
pains to point out the extraor- 
dinary powers of the paragraph. 
His imagination appears to have 
been too vigorous for the res- 
traints of his reason. The re- 
splendent light emitted by the 
former exhibited my sentence to 
his view in an infinite variety of 
curious forms, and blended hues; 
and by this means so delighted 
his fancy, that it disordered his — 
reason: such writing is harm- 
less sport to the writer and rea- 
der, but certainly does not be- 
come one who lays claim to ‘‘ lo- 
gical accuracy.” This may serve 
as a specimen of his reasoning, 
and may, I think, fairly exempt 
me from the necessity of expo- 
sing the other parts of his sophis- 
try. He attempts to show that 
my sentiments issue in papal in- 
fallibility, and, by a similar burst 
of thought, represents me as 
trembling upon the verge of a 
‘* tremendous gulph.” But the 
same: reasoning he has employed, 
will demonstrate with the same 
accuracy, that the revelations of 
the Bible are no clearer than the 
deductigns of reason; that a 
ministé® of the everlasting gospel 
must pronounce upon the danger 
and duration of souls, with the 
same timidity with which many 
support or condemn a charitable 
institution. Marcus certainly 
could not suppose, himself, what- 
ever he wished his readers to 
5G 
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think, that I intended the chris- 
tian ministry to be exempt from 
an appeal to scripture. Besides, 
he must have forgotten that a 
minister cannot discharge his of- 
fice, without constantly quoting 
from inspiration, and thus prac- 
tically compelling his hearers to 
judge his message. What con- 
summate ignorance he must be- 
tray, if he knows no distinction 
between reasoning from the scrip- 
tures, and reasoning upon a sub- 
ject untouched by revelation. 
How totally destitute of sight he 
must be, if he cannot discern any 
superior dignity in the man who 
prefaces his sentiment, by “ thus 
saith the Lord,” over him who 
merely delivers his private opi- 
nion. Perhaps Marcus has at- 
tained such ‘ logical accuracy,” 
that he conceives there is no need 
of this distinction; or perhaps it 
is from a motive of self-interest, 
and a desire that his paper be 
more decisive upon the question, 
that he is so anxious for “‘ logical 
accuracy” to be invested with 
the sanctity of truth. In pity for 
Marcus, I forbear any farther 
exposure, though there are many 
other passages equally open to 
censure, and the whole is writ- 
ten in a style unsuited to the 
talents of the author, unpro- 
voked by the paper to which it is 

rofessedly a reply, and unentit- 
Ted even to christian forbearance. 
It is proper, however, that I cor- 
rect another of his misrepresen- 
tations. He has ventured to insi- 
nuate that I disapprove of the du- 
ties of life being inculcated from 
the pulpit. He founds this asser- 
tion upon the following quotation: 
** Truth, in the abstract, in her 
divinest form, is the only topic 
sufficiently elevated for a chris- 
tian minister.” This paragraph 
he honours with the titles of 
«* Axiom” and “ Second Head,” 
though I had given it neither. 
It is obvious, that “ truth in the 
abstract,” is here opposed to 
“‘ the merits of societies.” It is in- 
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tended to distinguish between the 
means and the end; and Marcus, 
in attempting to- force from the 
expression a protest against incul- 
cating the duties of life, has not 
only been guilty of wilfal misre- 
presentation, but a palpable ab- 
surdity. I might ask him, whe- 
ther it is more easy to. include 
the virtues of religion and mora- 
lity, under abstract truth, or 
whilst seated in a place of wor- 
ship, and eyeing the pulpit, to 
see “ truth clothed with charity, 
walking abroad on-the face of the 
earth, in search of whom she may 
bless?” Marcus must either be 
very ignorant of most charitable 
and missionary sermons, or very 
insensible to the dignity of the 
pulpit, if he discerns no cause of 
alarm for the future interests of 
the church. They have expe- 
rienced a gradual deterioration, 
and are now, in many instances, 
little more than formal state- 
ments. This change, from the 
original purity of pulpit addres- 
ses, threatens to introduce a ge- 
neral innovation, whilst it serves 
to illustrate the truth, that such 
an application of the christian 
ministry is inconsistent with the 
design of its institution. But as I 
find no attempt at an answer to 
what I have already advanced 
upon this subject, it appears un- 
necessary to enter any farther 
into the discussion; only let not 
your readers suppose from this, 
as Marcus would have them, that 
the charities of the gospel, and 
the general design of missions, 
ought not to be inculcated upon 
christians by the ministers of 
the sacred function. Should you 
hereafter insert in your Maga- 
zine any communication more 
suited to the importance of the 
subject, I shall be happy to send 
you a fuller development of my 
sentiments. Till then, I shall 
trouble you with nothing more 
on the subject. 
I am, &c. > 
VERITAS. 
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. ON CHRISTIAN SIMPLICITY AND 


SINCERITY. 


In order to form a just view of 
the life of man in this world, it 
must be considered as a state of 
probaticn for an endless dura- 
tion of existence in the world to 
come. No sooner is it beheld 
in this light, than every subject 
which relates to his moral cha- 
racter, and future destiny, ap- 
pears of the most commanding 
importance. The inspired volume 
claims a high degree of superio- 
rity over all human productions, 
on account of the satisfactory in- 
formation it affords on subjects 
which contribute towards the 
formation of our moral character 
for eternity. We search in vain 
for a complete and safe develop- 
ment of our character and pros- 
pects, till we turn over the lucid 
pages of hallowed truth. Here 
man is delineated in his indivi- 
dual and personal capacity; he 
is estimated, not according to the 
dignity of his station in human 
society, but according to his 


- moral excellency, and genuine 


piety. His importance appears 
not in any of the accidental cir- 
cumstances of this life, but in hav- 
ing moral principles and external 
character formed under the in- 
fluence of heavenly wisdom. -A 
character thus formed, and thus 
displayed to the world,proclaims, 
viva voce, in what consists chris- 
tian simplicity and sincerity. 

Simplicity signifies the union 
and concentration of all the pow- 
ers of the mind in seeking one 
object. It is opposed to double- 
mindedness, and in scripture lan- 
guage is called, ‘singleness of 
heart.” ‘I will give them one 
heart.” 

It is extremely difficult to as- 
certain the prevailing motive by 
which some men are actuated. 
We can perceive an obvious in- 
consistency between their pro- 
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fessed principles and the latent dis- 
positions which govern their con- 
duct. Under a profession of in- 
genuous love to religion they may 
betray a still greater regard to 
their own secular interest. Their 
character is rendered by a series 
of increpancies wholly obscure 
and doubtful. In tlie good man 
there is nothing of this complex 
kind; none of these jarring and 
conflicting interests. Every pas- 
sion, every appetite is under the 
governing ascendancy of one 
grand principle, and that prin- 
ciple is supreme love to Jesus 
Christ. <A christian’s conduct 
must necessarily be directed to 
more objects than one. In ad- 
dition to his immediate business 
as a christian seeking tle honour 
of Christ, he has all the secular 
duties of his station in life as- 
signed him by providence to dis- 
charge. But while involved in 
these, he considers them as sub- 
ordinate to his higher interests ; 
and will admit of no competition 
between them. Like the sheaves 
in Joseph’s dream, all the other 
principles of his conduct must 
perform obeisance to the rightful 
authority of this one high and 
holy ‘principle, love to Christ, 
the basis of christian simplicity. 
It is called by this name be- 
cause it is asimple and uncom- 
pounded principle ; like the pure 
river of the water of life, which 
John beheld in the Isle of Pat- 
mos, flowing from the throne of 
God and of the Lamb,—clear as 
crystal. It is a principle easily 
recognized. When a_ person 
thinks, feels, speaks, and acts 
under its habitual influence, he 
may be known as soon as seen ;— 
he is a living epistle, known and 
read of all men. The features of 
such a character are far above 
those of any character formed 
on inferior principles. They may 
be distinguished without difli- 
culty, and if unobserved hy a 
5G 2 
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thoughtless world, it is from the 
same cause that the loveliness of 
nature passes unnoticed by the 
blind; not because her beauties 
cease to be visible or attractive ; 
but the powers of perception 
are deficient,-—a capacity is want- 
ing to appreciate their excel- 
lency. : 

Sincerity consists in that inte- 
grity and openness of character 
that will bear the closest scruti- 
ny. A character that resembles 
the bright and transparent dia- 
mond, whose beauties and per- 
fections are seen to the greatest 
advantage when held up in the 
light of the meridian sun. If 
there be any difference of idea 
between simplicity and sincerity, 
the former may refer to the ob- 
ject, the latter to integrity and 
uprightness in pursuing it. The 
heathen may be siticere in wor- 
shipping his idol, the Pharisee in 
his efforts touching the righteous- 
hess of the law, and the persecu- 
tor in doing many things con- 
trary to the name of Jesus ;—the 
grand defect lies in the object 
pursued. It is of nouse to strive 
unless a man strive lawfully. 
The racer may strain his nerves 
to reach the prize, but the faster 
he speeds, the farther he will be 
from the goal, unless he press 
‘* along the mark.” Simplicity 
and sincerity combine correct. 
ness of principle, integrity of 
motive, and uprightness of action. 
These may, however, be mingled 
with some shades of imperfec- 
tion in the character. Nathanael 
and Peter are instances. The 
former, was “ without guile,” yet 
imperfect, because labouring un- 
der a mass of Jewish prejudices ; 
** Can any good thing come out 
of Nazareth?” In Peter’s case 


it seems difficult to reconcile his 
conduct in denying his master, 
with his assertion, —‘‘Thou know- 
est I love thee;” but this 
was an instance of direct oppo- 
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sition to his fixed principles and 
habitual conduct. The sun may 
have his spots, and his shadow 
go backward ten degrees in the 
dial of king Ahaz; yet we do not 
attempt to prove from these 
circumstances, that he is not the 
source of light and heat. Simplici- 
ty and sincerity do not consist in 
sinless perfection, but in the pre- 
vailing and practical tendency of 
the mind towards truth and holi- 
ness ;—in an habitual and volun- 
tary subjection of heart to the 
apostolic precept, ‘* Do all to the 
glory of God.” 

These are not dormant, but 
active principles. They have a 
salutary influence over society. 
They constitute their possessors 
the salt of the earth, counteract- 
ing the moral corruption that is 
in the world. Nor is it essential 
to their influence, that a man 
occupy a prominent station in 
life. Like the lowly violet, they 
betray themselves in their se- 
cluded retreat, by the fragrance 
which they shed around them. 
The Saviour often left the crowd, 
‘and would not that any man 
should know it,” but he could 
not be hid. Thus, silent streams 
oft water the fairest meadows. 
Such principles will adapt them- 
selves to all situations; so that 
wherever a man is, and whatever 
he may be in the world, they will 
develope themselves just as cir- 
cumstances admit. Nor are they 
without their own reward. They 
shed a serene peace and delight- 
ful satisfaction into a man’s 
bosom, amidst all his present 
changes and anxieties. He car- 
ries his source of enjoyment with 
him, and though all nature be 
hurled into confusion around, he 
stands unmoved, and undismay- 
ed,—nil conscire sibi,—exempli- 
fying the personal and relative 
charms, and virtues, and worth of 
christian simplicity and sincerity. 

K. T. 
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HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE 
RISE, PROGRESS, AND PRE- 


SENT STATE OF INDEPEN- 
DENCY IN SCOTLAND, 


No. VII. 


THE exertions of the Indepen- 
dents not only excited the kind 
of opposition noticed in our last 
paper, it led also, as might be ex- 
pected, to a great deal of theolo- 
gical controversy. Mr. Robert- 
son, assistant minister at Cam- 
buslang, published a pamphlet, 
entitled, “‘ Lay Preaching inde- 
fensible ;” on which, Mr. Ewing 
immediately published, ‘* Ani- 
madversions.” The tendency of 
Robertson’s pamphlet evidently 
was to induce political.suspicions, 
as well as religious hostility. This 
is noticed and ably exposed by 
the statements and wit of his op- 
ponent. A reply from Mr. Ro- 
bertson, and a short answer from 
Mr. Ewing, closed this part of the 
discussion. The evil of lay preach- 
ing was also noticed by Mr. (now 
Dr.) Dick of Glasgow, in a ser- 
mon before the Edinburgh Mis- 
sionary Society, which Mr. Ew- 
ing noticed, in ‘ Remarks on 
Mr. Dick’s Sermon.” The fif- 
teenth chapter of the Acts has 
long been considered the strong 
hold of Presbyterianism, in 
which the friends of that system 
repose as in an impregnable fort- 
ress, and from which they every 
now and then make a sally upon 
their adversaries. In a lecture 
on this important passage, Mr. 
Ewing endeavoured to dislodge 
them from this position; and to 
show that, on the fair principles 
of scriptural interpretation, it af- 
fords no shelter or defence to 
classical Presbytery. In the con- 
troversy, the argument of the 
discourse is conclusive; and 
apart from the controversy, it is 
one of the ablest specimens of 
scriptural exposition, and critical 
analysis, to be found in the lan- 
guage. 
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No full view had yet been 
given of all the reasons for which 
the new Dissenters had relin- 
quished their sentiments as Pres- 
byterians, and their connexion 
with the church of Scotland. 
This, however, was supplied by 
Mr. Innes, who published, in 
1804, ‘ Reasons for separating 
from the Church of Scotland, in 
a Series of Letters, chiefly ad- 
dressed to his Christian Friends 
in that Establishment.” This 
work takes up the substance of 
the argument against the Scots 
establishment, both as to its con- 
stitution and its corruptions. In 
the closeness of its reasonings, 
and the suavity of its manner, it 
is an excellent specimen of theo- 
logical controversy. About the 
same time, Mr. Carson, who had 
left the general synod of Ulster 
in Ireland, published a very mas- 
terly pamphlet, containing his 
reasons for separating from that 
body, and becoming an Indepen- 
dent. Mr. James Haldane also 
published a volume, intitled, 
‘* The Social Worship of the 
First Churches,” &c. This work 
contained much important truth, 
in a spirit with which even the 
adversaries of his system could 
scarcely be offended. 

It may be supposed that the 
friends of the establishment were 
not likely to be altogether indif- 
ferent to these numerous attacks 
on their system. One gentleman 
alone, however, took up the 
cause; and from the manner in 
which he performed the task, evi- 
dently wished to have the honour 
of the sole and the ultimate de- 
fence of Presbytery. ‘‘ A Vin- 
dication of the Presbyterian 
Form of Church Government, as 
professed in the-Standards of the 
Church of Scotland: in Reply 
to the Animadversions of Messrs. 
Innes, Ewing, &c.; by John 
Brown.” This laboured per- 
formance which professed to an- 
swer every thing which “ writers 
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now alive, or long since dead,” 
had said in favour of Indepen- 
dency, was eulogized as among 
the most extraordinary produc- 
tions of modern times, and as an 
unanswerable vindication of na- 
tional Presbytery. The object 
of the work is mainly ‘to show, 
that ancient and hobein Inde- 
pendents frequently contradict 
one another, therefore they must 
all be wrong: that the subject of 
church-government altogether is 
involved in much obscurity, and, 
consequently,Presbytery and In- 
dependency, but especially the 
former, is capable of a very plau- 
sible defence : that evils abound 
in all professions, and, therefore, 
better endure those that we know 
in Presbytery, than flee to others 
in Independency that we know 
not. He is very careful, how- 
ever, to avoid the argument 
against the church of Scotland 
drawn from its corruptions. He 
indeed promises to take this into 
consideration at another time. 
But this period has not yet ar- 
rived; for though fourteen years 
have elapsed, and a new edition 
of his work, under another title, 
has appeared, no notice has yet 
been taken of the corruptions of 
his church. 

The work of Brown did not 
long remain without an answer. 
Mr. Ewing published “ An Ex- 
posure” of some parts of it, which 
he considered calculated rather 
to excite public odium, and per- 
sonal irritation, than to affect the 
argument. Mr. Haldane pub- 
lished a pamphlet of remarks on 
various parts of it. Mr. Little, 
then in Perth, defended himself 
against some personalities in it, 
directed against him. But the 
body of the argument was fully 
taken up by Mr. Carson, who 
published a volume of more than 
five hundred pages, in which he 
traces Mr. Brown through all his 
windings, detects his fallacies, 
exposes his subterfuges, and tri- 


umphantly demolishes every par- 
ticle of reasoning contained in 
his work. To this no answer has 
ever been attempted. 

So much for the controversies 
with those who were without. It 
remains now to notice those 
which, about this time, began to 
be agitated among the Indepen- 
dents themselves, and which were 
productive of far more painful 
and destructive consequences. 
That such things should arise is 
more matter of regret than won- 
der. Christianity had not been 
long on the earth, when its fol- 
lowers divided, and contended 
violently against each other. The 
Reformation had not long gone 
on, when the Reformers engaged 
in angry and interminable de- 
bates among themselves. The 
early Puritans were far from be- 
ing of one mind on various sub- 
jects; and the cause ‘of Inde- 
pendency itself, at its commence- 
ment in England, had to struggle 
through precisely the same difli- 
culties and debates with those 
which, for a time, retarded its 
progress in Scotland. When a 
number of persons adopt some 
new sentiments, and set out toge- 
ther in the pursuit of truth, no- 
thing is more likely than that 
some will push too hard, and run 
too far; others, afraid of the con- 
sequences, will suddenly stop 
Short, or, perhaps, fall back to 
their former ground. While God 
is sowing the good seed, Satan is 
as actively sowing the tares. 

The first public manifestation 
of a difference of opinion likely 
to issue in a change of practice, 
was given in Mr. Haldane’s “‘ So- 
cial Worship ;” in which he con- 
tends for public exhortation in the 
churches, on the Lord’s day, by 
the brethren; and for a plurality 
of pastors inevery church, though 
the most of them should be em- 
ployed in secular business. This 
was followed up by ‘‘ A Treatise 
on the Elder’s Office : showing 
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the Qualifications of Elders, and 
how the First Churches obtained 
them; also, their Appointment, 
Daties, and Maintenance; -the 
Necessity of a Presbytery in 
every Church, and Exhortation, 
and the Observance of every 
Church Ordinance on the Lord’s 
Day, in order, amongst other 
ends, to the obtaining of Elders. 
By William Ballantyne.” In this 
tract, the entire order of the pub- 
lic worship of the churches was 
struck at, and a system recom- 
mended, which, judging from its 
effects in other bodies in which it 
had been adopted, was likely to 
be attended with the most perni- 
cious results. As the pamphlet 
was known to contain the senti- 
ments, and to be published under 
the patronage, of Mr. Robert 
Haldane, some notice of the sub- 
jects on which it treated became 
absolutely necessary on the part 
of those who were of different 
sentiments. This work was un- 
dertaken by Mr. Ewing, in “‘ An 
Attempt toward a Statement of 
the Doctrine of Scripture on 
some disputed Points ;” and by 
Mr. Aikman, in ‘‘ Observations 
on Exhortation in the Churches 
of Christ.” These were again re- 
plied to, in pamphlets by Messrs. 
Haldane, Ballantyne, Jackson, 
and Carson. 

Had the discussion continued 
to be limited to these points, itis 
not easy to conjecture what would 
have been the issue. But while 
it was going on, Mr. James Hal- 
dane declared to the church of 
which he was pastor, that he had 
changed his sentiments on the 
subject of infant baptism, and 
was accordingly baptized. The 
consequence of this was a divi- 
sion in that church, then one of 
the most numerous and respec- 
table Independent societies that 
had ever been in Britain. A great 
number in the church adopted 
his sentiments at once; many 
went on for atime on the prin- 
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ciple of forbearance, and after- 
wards embraced his views; among 
these, was his brother, Mr. Ro- 
bert Haldane. Those who could 
not submit to all these changes, 
removed from the Tabernacle to 
another place of worship, and 
there formed another church. 
These changes were not confined 
to Edinburgh. In most of the 
places in Scotland, where Inde- 
pendent churches had been form- 
ed, some individuals were found, 
who, either from principle, or in- 
fluence, or love of novelty, were 
disposed to adopt every thing 
that had been proposed. 
Changes in the other churches 
were powerfully promoted by two 
circumstances. All the young 
men who were labouring in them 
had been educated for the minis- 
try by Mr. Robert Haldane.— 
This, independently of his taking 
any improper advantage of it, 
gave him, naturally, a very pow- 
erful influence over them. Many 
of them, too, were still depen- 
dent on him for partial or stated 
support, and this could not fail 
to produce attention to the cause 
which he was now disposed to 
advocate. The places of worship 
were almost all, either wholly or 
partially, indebted to him. This, 
of course, placed the churches 
in a very unpleasant situation. 
Two general effects resulted 
to the body from these contro- 
versies, and alteration of senti- 
ment, on the part of the leading 
members. The first was the loss 
of the Academy, which had all 
along been supported at the sole 
expense of Mr. Robert Haldane. 
Any farther supply, therefore, of 
suitable instruments was no lon- 
ger to be expected from this quar- 
ter. In the next place, as a num- 
ber of the meeting-houses were 
Mr. Haldane’s entire property, 
and others were deeply indebted 
to him, he claimed the restora- 
tion of the former, and the im- 
mediate payment of the debts 
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due on the latter. A moderate 
man would have acted in many 
respects differently; but Mr. 
Haldane -neither built up nor 
pulled down with moderation. 
A number of the churches, there- 
fore, were at once dislodged, and 
compelled to procure, and that 
under very disadvantageous cir- 
cumstances, new places of wor- 
ship; while the others were ex- 
ceedingly distressed, by being 
called on promptly to discharge 
debts, which, but for the ex- 
traordinary{ assistance afford- 
ed by Mr. Haldane, they 
would never have contracted. 
These things greatly weakened 
and embarrassed the body, while 
they exposed it to the triumphs 
and sneers of its adversaries. 
The changes that occurred, how- 
ever, it is clear were of such a 
nature, as neither to be foreseen 
nor prevented. They were chief- 
ly to be ascribed to the individuals 
who had been the instruments of 
great good, and who had, as in 
all such cases, a corresponding 
extent of influence. They arose 
from none of the principles of 
Independency, but in some things 
from the want of it. While they 
must be regretted and ee 
by those who are of different 
sentiments, their authors, we 
doubt not, acted, on the whole, 
from a principle of conscientious 
regard to divine authority. Their 
motives we judge not, and their 
conduct we leave to the determi- 
nations of another tribunal. 
I 


ON THE INFLUENCES OF THE 
HOLY SPIRIT. 
To the Editors. 


Gentlemen ; 
My mind has been, for several 
years, much exercised on the 
subject of the Spirit's influences ; 
and, as in one particular at least, 
my thoughts have been different 
from those of many whose works 
I have read, and to whose ad- 
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dresses I have listened, I have 
felt a hesitancy in exposing them. 
I have ventured, however, occa- 
sionally to state them by way of 
query to particular friends, and 
1 now beg, if you think proper, 
that they may find a place in the 
Congregational Magazine. The 
object I have in view, is to elicit 
the observations and opinions of 
some of your correspondents on 
this subject, which may be the 
means either of confirming or 
confuting those which I am at 
present disposed to entertain. 
The writer has felt himself much 
emboldened and gratified by 
some observations of Mr, Ward- 
law’s, in his discourses on the 
Socinian controversy, which he 
has met with within the last fort- 
night. (See page 367---370.) His 
ideas precisely comport with my 
own as far as he has gone. He 
expresses himself, as will be seen, 
with great diffidence, well know- 
ing that many good and even great 
divines have been, and are still 
of opposite sentiments. He says, 
“I am much inclined to be of 
opinion, that one thing which 
has tended, in some degree, 
(might he not have said great de- 
gree ?) to darken and perplex the 
subject of divine influence, has 
been the imputing to the agency 
of the Spirit certain feelings and 
states of mind, and certain de- 
scriptions of conduct, in natural 
men, for which his agency does 
not seem necessary to account. 
For example : is the influence of 
the Spirit at all necessary to ac- 
count for that knowledge of the 
meaning of the different proposi- 
tions contained in the gospel tes- 
timony, which is possessed by 
many who have no spiritual un- 
derstanding of its truth and ex- 
cellence? Is such divine influ- 
ence necessary to account for the 
alarm of conscience which made 
the Roman Governor tremble 
before his prisoner, when he 
‘* reasoned of righteousness, tem- 
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perance, and judgment to come ?” 
Or for the pleasure and the partial 
reformation of Herod, when he 
listened to the faithful admoni 
tions of the Baptist? Or for the 
half-persuasion of Agrippa to be- 
come a christian? I should think 
itis not. All these, and many si- 
milar effects, may, without diffi- 
culty, be accounted for by the 
operation of principles, which are 
to be found in all their force in 
our fallen nature. I should be 
disposed to lay it down as a prin- 
ciple on this subject, that the 
agency of the Spirit ought not to 
be introduced in any case in 
which the effects produced ac- 
cord with principles in our un- 
renewed nature; viz. when they 
are not inconsistent with that 
nature, and consequently require 
nothing beyond that nature satis- 
factorily to account for them. I 
may be in a mistake; but I am 
not at present aware that there 
are any actions or states of mind 
ascribed in the scriptures to un- 
renewed men, for which it is not 
possible to account on principles 
merely natural, without suppos- 
ing the direct agency of the Spirit 
of God on the mind, to have had 
any share in their production.” 
** God says to Noah, with res- 
pect to the antediluvian world, 
‘My Spirit shall not always 
strive with man.’ May not. this 
expression be fairly interpreted, 
as referring not to any direct in- 
ternal operation of the Spirit of 
God, but to his testifying to men 
their guilt and danger; warning, 
instructing, and expostulating by 
the ministry of Noah, whom Pe- 
ter designates, ‘a preacher of 


-righteousness ?’ May not a simi- 


lar interpretation be given of 
Stephen’s address to the Jewish 
council? ‘ Ye stiff-necked and 
uncircumcised in heart and ears, 
ye do always resist the HolyGhost, 
as your fathers did, so do ye.’ It 
seems evident from what he im- 
mediately adds,that their fathers, 
Gone. Maa. Supp. 1819. 
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to whom he compares them, re- 
sisted the Holy Ghost, speaking 
tn the ets. ‘ Which of the 
prophets have not your fathers 
persecuted, and they have slain 
them who shewed before of the 
coming of the Just One ? Is it not 
then the same conduct, of which 
he accuses the children, ‘ resist- 
ing the Holy Ghost? not in 
any direct inward operation on 
their minds, (for it is another and 
very different spirit that ‘ work- 
eth in the children of disobedi- 
ence,’) but in all the convineing 
evidence arising from his mira- 
culous gifts, and from other 
sources, that Christ and his apos- 
tles spoke under his influence.” 
1. With regard to the case of 
persons who have seemed for a 
time to ‘ run well,’ who have ex- 
hibited much of the external a- 
perenne of genuine conversion, 
ut who have afterwards ‘ gone 
back,’ and walked no more with 
Jesus, apostatizing from the 
truth and from the ways of God. 
Whatever startling difficulties 
this case, in some of its most stri- 
king varieties, may present to our 
minds, who cannot ‘ search the 
hearts and try the reins of the 
children of men ;’ it does not ap- 
pear to me, that facts of this de- 
scription by any means disprove 
the correctness of the view which 
I am now giving. They only 
teach us (and it is a mosf impor- 
tant lesson) that there may be a 
very considerable measure of 
outward appearance, deceiving 
to men who can look no further, 
who have so partial and limited 
a view of the Jeceitfalness of the 
heart, and of the endless multi- 
plicity of its delusive workings, 
while there is, after all, a want 
of the inward reality, while ‘ the 
heart is not right with God.’” 
“On this subject, however, 
the operation of the Spirit on the 
minds of the unregenerate,I wish 
to be understood, as speaking 
with ang as I am aware 
5 
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that many excellent and judicious 
men entertain sentiments res- 
pecting it, different from those 
which I have now stated.” 

Such are the sentiments of Mr. 
Wardlaw, and such have mine 
long been. I should feel much 
gratified, if some of your corres- 
pondents would take up the sub- 
ject more at large, and state their 
sentiments on either side of the 
question. It does appear to me 
to be a topic of very great prac- 
tical importance, and particularly 
so to those who sustain the office 
of the ministry, and who are en- 
gaged in its duties. Itis not an 
unfrequent thing for them to be 
heard warning their unrenewed 
auditors against ‘ resisting the 
strivings of the Spirit,’ &c. when, 
perhaps, net very definite ideas 
are possessed by them on the sub- 
ject. If so be, there are no emo- 
tions produced on the minds of 
unrenewed men, by the internal 
operations of the Spirit, (which I 
am much inclined to believe,) it 
is most evident that the addres- 
ses in question, in the sense they 
are intended, are improper, as 
calculated to diffuse error. It ap- 
pears to me, that the internal 
operations of the Spirit commence 
in regeneration, and proceed un- 
til sanctity of heart is completed ; 
and that the striving of the Holy 
Spirit, with the ungodly, can 
only be understood of the mi- 
nistry of the word, which is, in 
more senses than one, ‘‘ the sword 
of the Spirit.” 

Hoping soon to see the subject 
more ably discussed in your use- 
ful publication, I remain, 

Your’s most respectfully, 
REsu. 





ESSAYS ON TRUTH. 
No. VI. 


Ir has often been objected, that the 
apostolical epistles, and especially 
those of St. Paul, contain many 
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things which are hard to be under- 
stood, and that less importance 
should therefore be ascribed to 
them in questions of a doubtful 
nature. If our attention were 
confined more exclusively to the 
Gospels and Acts of the Apostles, 
say these objectors, many diffi- 
culties, which now embarrass the 
christian world, would he remo- 
ved, and the religion of the New 
Testament would be more sim- 
ple and less mysterious. Many 
of the controversies, carried on 
among christians, it has been 
said, are traceable chiefly to St. 
Paul’s Epistles, which Peter de- 
clares are hard to be understood ; 
whence it seems natural to infer, 
that the authority ascribed to 
these epistles is unreasonable.” 
Now, in attempting to obviate 
these difficulties, it cannot be de- 
nied, that, in all his Epistles, St. 
Paul speaks of some things which 
are hard to be understood, and 
that many perplexities and dis- 
putes have been occasioned in the 
christian church by the different 
meanings of which some of his 
expressions appear to be suscep- 
tible. But this obscurity does 
not arise from his not knowing 
the subject, or from his not 
using proper language to commu- 
nicate his ideas; since the style 
which he has chosen is in gene- 
ral plain, lucid, and forcible. 
But it arises, in some cases, from 
our ignorance of the peculiar 
opinions or customs of the age 
and people, for whose immediate 
benefit these Epistles were de- 
signed ; whence some metaphors, 
allusions, and reasonings, which 
were then clear and expressive, 
now seem to be obscure, incon- 
clusive, or trivial. In other cases, 
the obscurity complained of, is 
occasioned by the sublime and 
mysterious nature of the subjects 
to which St. Paul refers,—the 
peculiar properties of which sur- 
pass the limited comprehension, 
or oppose the perverse prejudice 
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of the human mind. It is to sub- 
jects of this description, especial- 
ly, and not to the general strain 
of his Epistles, that Peter alludes 
in the language of the text. By 
consulting the connexion of the 
passage, we shall perceive clearly 
that the things which he affirms 
are hard to be understood, are 
those things only, which St. Paul 
has spoken, relative to the day of 
judgment, or the time and cir- 
cumstances of the second advent 
of our Lord. In speaking of this 
event, it was necessary to use 
only general terms, whence some 
of the corrupters of christianity, 
who arose in the age of the 
apostles, perverted St. Paul’s 
language, by pretending that the 
resurrection had passed already, 
or that the coming of Christ and 
the general judgment would take 
pee in their own time, or per- 

aps meant nothing more than 
the destruction of Jerusalem. It 
was against the authors and abet- 
tors of these delusions, who were 
propagating another gospel, and 
wresting the scriptures in support 
of their vain imaginations, that 
the apostle Peter was desirous, 
in the close of his Epistle, so 
impressively to admonish and 
guard the churches. Hence he 
intimates and declares that if 
some of Paul’s reasonings or say- 
ings were hard to be understood, 
they were nevertheless ‘‘ written 
according to the wisdom given 
unto him ;” and, that the persons 
whom he represents as wresting 
or perverting them, were the ig- 
norant and unstable, who were 
highly blameable for such persua- 
sions, and who did it to their 
own destruction or delusion. 
“« Ye therefore, beloved, says he, 
seeing ye know these things be- 
fore, beware, lest ye also, being 
led away with the error of the 
wicked, fall from your own sted- 
fastness. ; 

It is, therefore, we conceive, a 


‘ matter of the first importance, 


, 
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that, in all questions of christian 
theology, a proper regard should 
be paid to the apostolical epis- 
tles. To deem them superfluous, 
or to question their authority in 
matters of faith and conduct, as 
though they were less binding 
upon the conscience, than other 
parts of the New Testament, 
would not only be an error, but 
a dangerous one, affecting the 
very basis of the christian faith. 
The accuracy of the four gospels, 
and the deference due to their 
contents, as recording the say- 
ings and miracles, the sufferings 
and resurrection of our Saviour, 
depend upon the infallibility and 
inspiration of the sacred writers. 
Unless the apostles be regarded 
as the authorized and divinely 
qualified teachers of christian 
truth, every part of the system 
will be involved in uncertainty ; 
and many of its facts, as well as 
doctrines and commands, will 
leave the mind in continual per- 
plexity and suspense. Though 
our reason might acquiesce in 
some of its principles and pre- 
cepts, if the infallibility of the 
apostles were disowned, our faith 
could never receive and rest upon 
it, whole and entire, as a divine 
system. 

It is manifest, however, that, 
though many of our Lord’s dis- 
courses were addressed publicly 
to the multitude, much was said 
by him, respecting the peculia- 
rities of his kingdom, to the apos- 
tles alone, of which no account 
has been given us by the four 
evangelists. This was particularly 
the case during the time which 
elapsed between his resurrection 
and ascension, when he continued 
with them forty days, speaking of 
the things pertaining to the king- 
dom of God. And though St. 
Paul, whose writings form so 
considerable a part of the New 
Testament, did not enjoy the 
privilege to receive the benefit of 
these instructions, yet the defici- 

5H 2 
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ency was supplied by the super- 
natural commission given him at 
the time of his conversion, when 
the Lord appeared to him in hea- 
venly glory, near Damascus. Be- 
sides, the most remarkable pecu- 
liarities of the gospel, depending 
as they did upon our Lord’s death 
and resurrection, were only hin- 
ted at by Christ himself in his 

ublic ministry, or expressed in 
sen the full import of which 
was evidently not understood by 
the apostles till the day of Pen- 
tecost. Bat when the spirit of 
truth had been given them, they 
remembered the sayings of their 
Lord, and clearly perceived the 
meaning of those instructions 
which before seemed involved in 
mystery and darkness. From 
that period, therefore, they be- 
came the commissioned and in- 
spired ministers of the gospel, 
empowered to declare the will of 
their Divine Master, and to de- 
termine authoritatively, what is 
truth, and what is duty. 

Bat though these illustrious 
men were thus qualified to preach 
the gospel in its native perfec- 
tion, the whole system of chris- 
tian principles which they deli- 
vered, cannot be learned from 
the book, styled, the Acts of the 
Apostles, because it was not 
written for that purpose, and 
contains only a few sketches of 
their first sermons or addresses : 
and because their general preach- 
ing to unbelievers consisted of 
daly a few facts, as external evi- 
dences of their authority, or an 
outline of the doctrine they were 
sent to teach, while the particu- 
lars of the system were left to be 
explained afterwards to those by 
whom its truth and authority 
were received. 

When the apostles were per- 
sonally present in the churches, 
the doubts and inquiries of their 
disciples were, no doubt, happily 
solved by their oral instruc ions ; 
and illugtrations of divine truth 
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imparted, which their successors 
in the ministry can never equal 
or even imitate. But as questions 
arose where they had no oppor- 
tunity of being present, and 
would frequently arise after their 
decease, several of them, and es- 
ere: St. Paul, were directed 
y inspiration to write their epis- 
tles for the benefit of the faithful 
in all ages of the world. Hence, 
in controverted points, we must 
uniformly appeal to the epistolary 
writmgs, the testimony or rea- 
sonings of which should be deem- 
ed decisive, even though appa- 
rently unsupported by the Gos- 
pels and Acts of the Apostles. 
But in doing this, let us not only 
beware of wresting them to our 
own delusion, but let us search 
their contents with holy diligence 
and humble prayer, that we may 
know and maintain the gospel in 
all its purity and perfection. 
Another difficulty may, how- 
ever, arise from the discordant 
opinions of christian divines, oc- 
casioned by the obscurities of the 
scripture. For though we con- 
tend that the essentials of chris- 
tianity are written in plain lan- 
guage, yet, it may be objected, 
that the opinions of the christian 
world, even respecting those doc- 
trines which are called essential, 
are exceedingly diversified and 
unsettled. Divisions commenced 
during the apostolic age, and 
have continued till the present 
time, rendering the history of the 
church a history of sects, con- 
troversies, and dissensions. And 
though protestent communities 
are agreed in acknowledging the 
Bible as their common standard 
of belief, yet their modes of faith 
and forms of worship are remark- 
ably various and discordant. The 
most learned or pious theolo- 
gians sometimes change their own 
views, or maintain opinions 


widely different from each other. 
Though the sects and denomi- 
nations into which the christian 
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world is divided, are numerous, 
and the points of difference be- 
tween them many and important, 
yet all seem to be equally sincere, 
zealous, and decided in main- 
taining their own views, and in 
censuring those of their oppo- 
nents. How then, it has been 
sometimes asked by the sceptical 
and unbelieving, how then, 
amidst so much diversity and 
doubt, are men to determine 
what is truth. Is it not better to 
have no faith, than to perplex 
our minds with such uncertainties? 
And must not that system have 
slender claims on human confi- 
dence, which leaves its votaries 
in such obscurity and dissension ? 

But in answer to these ques- 
tions, we contend that diversity 
of opinion among christians can 
never be deemed a valid objec- 
tion against christianity itself, 
nor justify indifference or inat- 
tention to the great principles 
which it inculcates. if indeed, 
different modes of stating a fact, 
or explaining a prineiple, were 
sufficient to prove that such fact, 
or such principle, had no exist- 
ence, the case would be quite al- 
tered, and the force and conclu- 
siveness of this objection must be 
admitted. But we know that a 
similar diversity exists in the 
opinions which men _ entertain 
on many other subjects, which, 
at the same time, as matters of 
fact, are indisputable. Every one 
maintains that health is a most 
valuable enjoyment; and yet the 
faculty, as well as their patients, 
are divided in opinion respecting 
the best means of its preservation 
orrecovery. All nations are agreed 
that civil government is a good 
thing, and is necessary for the ad- 
ministration of justice between 
man and man ; and yet the wisest 
statesmen, and the best rulers, as 
well as private citizens, differ 
widely in their sentiments res- 
pecting its form, origin, and mea- 
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sures. The same might be affirm- 
ed of many facts in nature, his- 
tory, or general science, which, 
in some’ respects, are absolutely 
certain, though, in others, subject 
to controversy and expense. 

Besides, the differences of opi- 
nion which exist among chris- 
tians, are less in fact, than in ap- 
pearance, and if closely analyzed, 
would, in many cases, evaporate 
into air. A different mode of sta- 
ting the same idea is sometimes 
magnified into a new doctrine ; 
and a long train of angry contro- 
versies takes place respecting 
points on which a little explana- 
tion would have shown the dis- 
putants that the sentiments they 
contended for were the same. 
Thus, volumes after volumes have 
been written to prove things 
which nobody questioned, or to 
refute errors which existed only 
in the misconstruction of other 
men’s sayings. When, likewise, 
the differences are real and im- 
portant they frequently relate to 

uman explications and opinions 
of particular facts, doctrines, or 
commands, as contained in scrip- 
ture, and not to those facts, doc- 
trines, or commands themselves. 
We admit the scripture doctrine 
to be true, or the institution to be 
scriptural; but we differ in the 
mode of its explanation, or the 
appendages, relations, bearings, 
or results, which may be ascribed 
to it. In many cases, moreover, 
the greatest differences, and those 
especially which affect essential 
doctrines, arise from the mental 
pride, interests, passions, and 
predilections of different men, by 
the influence of which, the plain 
testimony and divine authority of 
scripture are virtually disowned 
or evaded. 

Diversity of opinion among 
christians, therefore, can never 
invalidate the claims of the gos- 
pel, or justify indolence, frivolity, 
and unbelief. And, though its 
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existence may sometimes excite 
regret, it must never be owned 
as an unmixed evil, the preva- 
lence of which is incompatible 
with the well-being of mankind. 
If all men thought alike, or there 
were no grounds of difference or 
inquiry, they would, most likely, 
soon cease to think at all, and 
a general stupor of the mental 
powers would be the conse- 
quence. But diversity of senti- 
ment induces men to think, and 
becomes the means of calling 
forth the greatest energies of the 
soul. It likewise brings our dis- 
positions and modes of reasoning 
to the test, and proves, by its in- 
fluence, what manner of men we 
are. By differing from one ano- 
ther, we furnish a convincing 
proof of the fallibility of natural 
reason, and the consequent ne- 
cessity of each man’s submission 
to the divine testimony alone. 
Instead of apologizing for those 
who neglect the truth, it is ra- 
ther- a powerful reason why 
every one should seriously seek 
for divine light and assistance, to 
preserve him from mistakes, and 
to increase his wisdom. But, 
above all, difference of opinion 
shows the necessity of mutual 
forbearance, and gives existence 
or enlargement to that candour or 
charity which is the brightest or- 
nament of the soul. It is an evil, 
therefore, which indicates the 
existence of a greater good, and 
is perfectly consistent with the 
wisdom and goodness of the di- 
vine plans. Wherefore, let the 
errors and imperfections we per- 
ceive in others, guard us against 
our own, and induce us, like the 
noble Bereans, to search the 
scriptures daily, whether -our 
faith be sound, our hopes firm, 
our motives pure, and our cha- 
racters consistent. 


Harlow. T. F. 
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ORIGINAL LETTER OF MRS. 
WESLEY. 
Dear Madam ; 

To your goodness I am obliged 
for the kind present sent by 
Charles, and return many thanks, 
particularly to good Mrs. Nor- 
man. [ heartily sympathize with 
the young lady in her affliction, 
and wish it was in my power to 
speak a word in season that 
might alleviate the trouble of her 
mind, which has such an influ- 
ence on the weakness of her 
body: I am not apprized of her 
particular complaints, but am apt 
to believe that want of faith, and 
a firm dependance on the merits 
of Christ, isthe cause of most, if 
not of all her sufferings ; [ am 
very well satisfied she doth not 
allow herself in wilful sin; and 
surely to afflict herself for imper- 
fections and unavoidable infirmi- 
ties, argues weakness of faith in 
the merits of our Redeemer. Our 
being disturbed by them, is a 
sign we do not-consent to them, 
in which our victory lies. We 
can never be totally freed from 
all sins of infirmity till we put off 
mortality ; and to be grieved at 
this, is just as if a man should af- 
flict himself that he is a man and 
not an angel. It is with rela- 
tion to our manifold wants and 
weaknesses, and the discourage- 
ments and despondences conse- 
quent thereupon, that the blessed 
Jesus hath undertaken to be our 
great High Priest, Physician, 
Advocate, and Saviour. His 
satisfaction related to the forfei- 
ture of all the good we had in 

ossession; and his intercession 
is, with respect to our great dis- 
tance from God, and unworthi- 
ness to approach him. His deep 
compassiov supposes our misery, 
and his assistance, and the sup- 
plies of his grace, imply our 
wants, and the disadvantages we 
labour under. We are to be in- 


strueted because we are ignorant, 
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and healed because we are sick, 
and disciplined because so apt 
to wander and go astray, and 
succoured and supported be- 
cause we are so often tempted. We 
know there is but one living and 
true God, though revealed to us 
under three divine characters, that 
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
In God the Father we live, move, 
and have our natural being. In 
God the Son, as Redeemer of 
mankind, we have our spiritual 
being, (since the fall;) and by 
the operations of his Holy Spi- 
rit the work of grace is begun 
and carried on in the soul, and 
there is no other name given un- 
der heaven by which men can be 
saved but that of the Lord Jesus. 

And here, Madam, let me be- 
seech you to join with me in ad- 
miring and adoring the infinite 
and incomprehensible love of 
God to fallen man, which he hath 
been pleased to manifest to us in 
the redemption of the world by 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that the 
great God, the God of the spirits 
of all flesh, who is the high and 
lofty one that inhabiteth eternity, 
which created not angels nor 
men because he wanted them : 
for he is being itself, and, as such, 
must necessarily be infinitely 
happy in the glorious perfections 
of his nature, from everlasting to 
everlasting; and as he did not 
create, so neither did he redeem 
because he needed us; but he 
loved us, because he loved us: 
he would have mercy, because he 
would have mercy; he would 
show compassion, because he 
would show compassion. There 
was nothing in man that could 
merit any thing but wrath from 
the Almighty; we are infinitely 
below his least regards ; therefore 
this astonishing condescension 
can be resolved into nothing but 
his own essential goodness : and 
shall we after all undervalue or 
neglect this great salvation ? Who 
should be so much concerned for 
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our eternal happiness as our- 
selves, and shall we exclude our- 
selves from an interest in the 
merits of the blessed Jesus by 
our unbelief? God forbid! But 
you will say, we are great sin- 
ners. Very true, we are so; but 
Christ came into the world to 
save sinners ; he had never died, 
if man had never sinned. If we 
were not sinn2rs,we had no need 
of a Saviour; but God com- 
mended his love towards us, that 
while we were yet sinners Christ 
died for us ;—the greatest saints 
in heaven were once sinners up- 
on earth, and the same redeem- 
ing love and free grace, that 
brought them to glory, are suffi- 
cient to bring us thither also. I 
verily think one great reason 
why christians are so often sub- 
ject to despondency is that they 
look more to themselves than 
to their Saviour: they would 
establish a righteousness of their 
own to rest on, without advert- 
ing enough to the righteousness 
of Christ; by which alone we 
are justified before God. But I 
need not say more considering 
to whom I am writing: only 
give me leave to add one request, 
which is, that you would, twice a 
day at stated times of devotion, ° 
commit your souls in trust to 
Jesus Christ asGod incarnate, in 
a full belief that he is able and 
willing to save you: do this con- 
stantly, and I am sure he will 
never suffer you to perish. I 
shall be very glad to hear often 
from you. I thank God, I am 
somewhat better in health than 
when I writ last; and I tell you 
this because I know that you 
will be pleased with it; that Mr. 
Hall and his wife are very good 
to me; he behaves like a gentle- 
man and a christian; mydaughter, 
with so much duty and tenderness 
as can be expressed ; so that on 
this account I am very easy. My 
humble service waits on your sis- 
ters, and Mr. and Mrs. Norman; 
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and I heartily wish you all hap- 
piness, temporal, spiritual, and 
eternal: I earnestly recommend 
myself to all.your prayers, who 


am, Dear Madam, 
Your obliged and most obedient 
servant, 


SusaNNA WESLEY. 
Wooten, the 5th of August, 1737. 
To Mrs. Alice Peard, at her 
house, near the New Church, 
Tiverton. 





ON A CHRISTIAN PROFESSION. 
To the Editors. 


TuHeRe are duties of the chris- 
tian life so obvious, that none 
who acknowledge the authority 
of scripture can deny them; so 
beneficial, ,that none but those 
who are totally blind to their own 
interests ‘can neglect them. Such 
is most evidently the obligation 
resting upon every sincere be- 
liever, to assume a christian pro- 
fession, by an open avowal of his 
faith in Jesus Christ, and attach- 
ment te his hallowed cause. That 
it is incumbent on all who hope 
to be acknowledged by the Divine 
Redeemer in the last great day, 
now to confess him before men, 
may be proved by the most abun- 
dant and convincing evidence 
from scripture. That many per- 
sist in refusing to comply with 
this reasonable command, live 
in the wilfal and criminal neg- 
lect of one of the most ob- 
vious duties of our holy religion, 
is, alas! too evident, to need a 
formal proof. The attempt, there- 
fore, will not be deemed unsea- 
sonable or superfluous, to invite 
the attention of the wavering and 
undecided to this mach-neglected 
duty, and to point out both the 
obligations and advantages con- 
nected with its spiritual perfor- 
mance. 

It is scarcely necessary to pre- 
mise,that the christian profession, 
which it is the object of this pa- 
per to recommend, is equally re- 
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mote from ostentatious display on 
the one part, and, on the other, 
from that false shame, that cri- 
minal reserve, by which many 
are deterred from acknowledging 
themselves to be “ on the Lord’s 
side.” There is a kind of proud 
profession, that usually charac- 
terizes ‘‘ the hypocrite in Zion,” 
which may sometimes be mis- 
taken for glowing zeal, ardent 
love, and prompt obedience to 
the divine commands ; but which, 
when analyzed, will be found to 
proceed from totally opposite 
principles. His religion perpe- 
tually obtrudes itself on public 
notice. All he does is to be seen 
of men. In the performance of 
religious services, he seems ever 
to sound a trumpet before him, 
lest his piety and zeal should pass 
unnoticed or unrewarded by the 

laudits of his fellow-creatures. 

e proclaims aloud ;—‘‘ Come, 
see my zeal for the Lord of 
Hosts.” On all occasions, in all 
places, and amidst every social 
cirele, he talks with fluency on 
religious topics, and obtrudes on 
every passer-by what he deno- 
minates his christian experience. 
How opposed is all this proud 
display, this ostentatious piety, 
(if terms so incoherent may be 
coupled together,) to the humi- 
lity of the gospel, and to the cha- 
racter of Him who was of a 
meek and lowly mind ; who shan- 
ned the public gaze ; who sought 
not the praise of men; and who 
has commanded his disciples to 
cultivate a similar temper. 

But is there not some danger, 
in avoiding one extreme, of fall- 
ing into another? *Such is the 
conduct of those who, disgusted 
with the ostentation of insincere 
and hypocritical professors, re- 
solve on making no public profes- 
sion of faith in Christ; and who, 
in shunning a forward and intem- 
perate zeal, run into the opposite 
extreme of a cold and criminal 
reserve. - Because some disho- 
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nour the christian profession they 
have assumed, by their unhal- 
lowed tempers, and inconsistent 
deportment ; because there are 
those among the nominal disci- 
ciples of the Lord Jesus, who 
give occasion to the adversaries 
of the gospel to blaspheme and 
triumph; they resolve to avoid 
this danger, by forbearing “ with 
their mouth to make confession 
unto salvation.” But if such evils 
really exist, should they not ra- 
ther lead to a widely different 
conclusion? Should not the false 
profession of some, the declen- 
sion and apostacy of others, in- 
duce the genuine disciples of Je- 
sus to be more firm, united, and 
zealous? Assuredly, at such a 
period, it ill becomes the soldier 
of the cross to flee—to hide him- 
self in guilty obscurity—and to 
forsake that sacred banner, which 
is the emblem of his hope of sal- 
vation ! 

A christian profession may be 
considered as including in it an 
unreserved acknowledgment of 
all the essential doctrines of reve- 
lation, a cordial submission to all 
its precepts and institutions, and 
a grateful testimony to the divine 
goodness, as experienced by our- 
selves; or, to adopt a form of 
expression, sanctioned by the 
highest authority, ‘“« declaration 
to others of what God has done 
for us.”’ 

The first and most obvious step 
in a christian profession is the 
avowal of our cordial assent to 
the doctrines of revelation; not 
those alone which are most com- 
monly received, and which have 
a degree of popularity and world- 
ly reputation attached to them; 
but those also which are most op- 

osed to the pride of the human 
ae and against which all the 
prejudices and passions of our 
depraved nature rise up in rebel- 
lion. There may be circum- 
stances in which to do this re- 
quires a considerable effort of 
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christian courage. Ina time of 
prevailing error, when the pure 
doctrines of christianity are cor- 
rupted by the traditions of men; 
when the essential truths of our 
holy religion are controverted and 
despised ; or when those truths 
are held in unrighteousness, and 
prostituted to the vilest of pur- 
poses; it is especially incumbent 
on the followers of Christ, to 
** stand fast in the Lord,” to con- 
tend earnestly for the faith which 
was once delivered” by divine au- 
thority ‘‘ to the saints ;” to ‘‘ hold 
fast the form of sound words,” 
which we have received by inspi- 
ration from God, and maintain 
them with a courage and zeal 
proportioned to the malignity and 
vehemence with which they are 
assailed. The attempts which are 
continually made to modify the 
doctrines of human depravity, of 
salvation by grace alone, of justi- 
fication by faith, and of divine 
influences, so as to render them 
palatable to an unhumbled and 
sensual mind, so far from intimi- 
dating the christian, who is fully 
convinced of their truth, from 
openly avowing them, should 
make him yet more bold to own 
his faith, and lead him to adopt 
more firmly the resolution of the 
Apostle; “ God forbid that I 
should glory save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ,” &c. &c, 
(Gal. vi. 14.) 

It is, in the next place, essen- 
tial to a decided christian profes- 
sion, that all the precepts and in-~ 
stitutions of the Supreme Head of 
the church be habitually and prac- 
tically regarded. The religious 
profession of many, in the pre- 
sent day, is extremely loose atid 
general. They satisfy themselves 
with moving in the train of mere- 
ly nominal christians, with filling 
up occasionally their places in the 
sanctuary, with attending upon 
the public ministry of the gospel, 
and with maintaining just that 
—- in the religious world 
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that will not, on’ the one hand, 
expose them to reproach and in- 
convenience, and yet which, on 
the other, will be sufficient to se- 
eure to them a religious reputa- 
tion. Having done this, they 
seem to consider themselves as 
having proceeded far enough ; at 
this point they halt, and manifest 
no inclination to commit them- 
selves by any additional and more 
decided steps. But was it thus 
coldly and timidly, and at a dis- 
tance, that the primitive disciples 
of Jesus Christ followed their 
Divine Master? Did they satisfy 
themselves with this species of 
loose and general profession? Or 
did they not rather walk in all 
the laws and ordinances of their 
Lord ; ‘‘ continuing stedfastly in 
the Apostle’s doctrine and fellow- 
ship, in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers?” In like manner, if we 
would approve ourselves to be, 
what these holy men were, chris- 
tians, not in name only, but in 
deed and in truth, it must be by 
a cheerful submission to all the 
instituted ordinances of the gos- 
pel, and a willing, unreserved 
obedience to all its moral and 
spiritual requirements. 

But these, though forming es- 
sential parts, do not comprehend 
the whole of a christian profes- 
sion. It is further necessary that 
a testimony be publicly borne to 
the divine goodness towards us. 
If, like the Apostle to the Gen- 
tiles, we have obtained special 
mercy ; if the grace of our Lord 
has been exceedingly abundant 
towards us, should we not, like 
him, witness such a confession as 
shall constrain others to glorify 
God on our behalf? If any 
among us had an earthly bene- 
factor, from whom we had re- 
ceived numerous gifts of great 
value, should we not be justly 
chargeable with ingratitude, if 
we manifested a reluctance, on all 
proper occasions, to own our obli- 
gations, and avow our attachment 
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to him? But how much more are 
they chargeable with ingratitude 
to their celestial parent and be- 
nefactor, who, after having expe- 
rienced a mighty transformation, 
effected by the agency of the Di- 
vine Spirit, are yet reluctant to 
declare what God has done for 
them, that others may share with 
them in their joys and “ glorify 
God in them.” Such a profession 
ought, indeed, to be made with 
due discretion, at proper seasons, 
and in suitable places ; it is not 
necessary to proclaim to the wide 
world what would either be ut- 
terly incomprehensible to them, 
or only provoke their scorn ; nor 
is it desirable that the sacred 
mysteries of our holy religion, 
those which the Apostle denomi- 
nates, ‘‘the hidden man of the 
heart,” should be obtruded on the 
notice of the profane, the licen- 
tious, and the unbelieving. The 
scriptural rule is, to summon to- 
gether those “ who fear God, to 
tell them how great things God 
has done for us,” and “ invite 
them to magnify the Lord with 
us.” 

There may be, it is true, some 
cases in which the christian is 
brought to a more severe and 
painful test; when, like the pri- 
mitive confessors, it may be re- 
quired of him to advocate the 
Redeemer’s cause before the most 
inveterate enemies to the gospel, 
and amidst hosts of furious and 
sanguinary persecutors. Should 
the age of intolerance return, (and 
its return is by no means impro- 
bable, notwithstanding the pro- 
gress of knowledge, and the ad- 
vancement of civilization ;) should 
the profession of vital christian- 
ity again involve, as it did in past 
ages, not only reproach and con- 
tempt, but bonds and imprison- 
ment, privations, and sufferings, 
tortures, and death,the obligation 
would still remain in undiminish- 
ed force, ‘‘ with the mouth to 
make confession to salvation.” 
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Even in so extreme a case, there 
would be no room for hesitation, 
no permission given to confer 
with flesh and blood, no excuse 
for guilty compliances, or crimi- 
nal reserve. ut, thanks be to 
the Father of mercies, far dif- 
ferent is the test to which we are 
brought, to whom “ the lines are 
indeed fallen in pleasant places.” 
The utmost inconvenience to 
which the most decided profes- 
sion of christianity subjects indi- 
viduals in the present day, is that 
which arises from the partial 
sacrifice of worldly interests, ex- 
posure, in some instances, to re- 


proach, and, in others, the sacri- 
lice of private or relative feelings 
on the altar of christian obe- 
dience. These difficulties, how- 
ever highly rated, will be felt to 
be scarcely deserving of a thought 
by those who duly estimate the 
obligations and advantages of such 
a christian profession as that 
which has now been described. 
But the consideration of these 
topics would extend the present 
paper to an undue length; they 
will therefore form the subject of 
a future communication. 
Pastor. 
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Views of Society and Manners in the 
North of Ireland ; ina Series of Letters 
written in the Year 1818. By John 
Gamble, Esq. Author of “ Irish 
Sketches,” ‘ Sarsfield,” ‘* Northern 
Trish Tales,” &c. pp. 423. 8vo. Long- 
man and Co. 1819. 


Tue motives which prompt to the read- 
ing of a review are various; one person 
is desirous of information upon the sub- 
ject of the work which is criticised,with- 
out intending to seek it in the work 
itself; another wishes to learn the opi- 
nion of the reviewer, whether it be 
worth reading; and a third, if it be 
worth the purchase. Some may have 
read the work, and seek a corro- 
boration of their own judgment on its 
character, or additional matter adduced 
by the critic; and some take up a 
review becanse they like that species of 
literature ; if benevolent, they may de- 
light in eulogy, and if acrimonious, they 
are pleased with satire. Of those, to 
whom Ireland, its history, state, and 
prospects, are a matter of lively inte- 
rest, and who seek, in consequence, 
materials for their own reflection, or 
the sober and sound deductions of other 
minds, in this sister country there are 
not a few. Whether the Irish know, 
or believe, or acknowledge it, whatever 
policy may have been displayed by the 
government of England, its people sym- 
pathize deeply with their moral and 
physical distresses, and ardently and 
practically aspire at their relief. To the 
readers above instanced, the work of 
Mr. Gamble will afford uo additional 
intelligence :—of the moral, political, 


and domestic character of the Irish, as 
much was ascertained before this pub- 
lication as since. ‘To those who want to 
know if Mr. Gamble’s book, for any 
other object, of amusement, or edifica- 
tion, be worthy of perusal, we reply, 
that it was hard work for ourselves to 
get through it ; and he, that asks us if 
he should buy it, ought first to acquaint 
us with the state of his purse. It is 
composed of four and thirty letters, and 
more than four hundred pages, and we 
were rather chagrined to find, that, in- 
stead of its present title, it might nearly 
as correctly be termed, “‘ Views of the 
Manners of John Gamble, Esq. by 
Himself.” The letters are dated from 
many different places; they are com- 
menced from London; carried on from 
different stages to the water’s edge, 
across the channel; and they terminate 
at Strabane. They are replete with 
egotism, garrulity, and irrelevance, and 

have very much the air of having been 

strung together for money, more than 

reputation, or original intelligence. Yet 

some anecdotes are novel ; some illustra- 

tive of what is promised by the title ; 

and part of the style indubitably good. 

We will not stop to break a lance with 

Mr. Gamble for every false or foolish 

sentiment, which he interlards with the 

narrative of his progression; because, 

as he pretends to sentimentalism and 

philosophy, and has embraced every 

opportunity to display them, our task 

would be insufferable and unending. 

At his seventh letter, he has reachéd no 

nearer to the North. of Ireland than 

Bangor-ferry, in Wales, and he tells us 

that he had just parted froma nephew 

of the celebrated Thomas Paine, 
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terrible apprehensions of a fature state 
which were attributed to him; but he had 
t apprehensions of death, for he had 
long been in a state of great bodily weak- 
ness; and bodily weakness, as much as 
conscience, makes cowards of us all.” 


If by “us all” Mr. Gamble means 
Paine and himself, we will not deny 
his assertion: otherwise he has yet to 
learn that it is false, and that. the 
noblest triumphs of that holy religion, 
which the wretched infidel assaulted, 
have been evinced in debility, prostra- 
tion, and death. 

Our author's head quarters are Stra- 
bane, whence he sallies forth in divers 
directions, foraging no doubt for some- 
thing to say in his book. Among other 
details, he introduces one of a visit to 
the Holy Island, in Lough Derg; and 
it may be well to extract a portion as a 
specimen of Irish catholic pilgrimage. 

“ Lough Derg isa lake among these im- 
mense avantaieh; in which Gave ans seve- 
ral little islands, one of which is called the 
holy one. It likewise goes under the 
name of St. Patrick’s Purgatory ; hither, it 
seems, the Irish pilgrims still flock from 
all paris of the kingdom, and are almost as 
numerous and zealous as ever. 

“ As yt agree ge Nerd saw 
swarms of pilgri i ir sta- 
Se ck pom tpeee 

ing in the t , as, 

~~ the bent, they appeared ; the 
varied coloured handkerchiefs, with which 
their heads were loosely bound, waving in 
the mountain wind. But, actually d, 
the illusion of the scene almost instantane- 
ously vanished. The holy spot had all the 
ruggedness of barbarity without its gran- 
deur. The wild shrabs and brambles which 
decked the surrounding land and adja- 
cent islands, were torn away, or trod ander 
foot ;---all was bare , which was not 
covered with a small chapel, and a few 
detached houses ; or concealed by the 
erowd of pilgrims who stood or kneeled 
on it. 

«« The island is little more than an acre in 
circumference, and was literally strewn with 
the more zealous pilgrims, who, on their 
bare knees, perfo: their devotions, and 
moved about in ceaseless activity, and 


crossed other in mazes intricate and 
intervolved, but I doabt not regular. The 
hum of their 


voices, as they repeated their 
prayers, and counted their rosaries, re- 
sembled the buz of bees, or the sound of 
flies ona summer’s day.” 

Returning, our author was joined by 
straggling pilgrims ;— 

«« They seemed all in great spirits, and 
with their hearts as light and disbarthened 
as their consciences. Their pockets I fear 
were equally disburthened ; for a jolly 
to young man told us with a laugh, 


penetra ge Ve: bynes ory a 
little offering to St. Patrick, he had not as 
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We were about to produce another 
anecdote, forgetful of the restriction of 
space in our review department,— but 
the check need not be regretted. We 
will, notwithstanding, give the sequel. 


“« These poor women (two catholics in a 
hovel) seemed not the less civil for our 
not being of their religion ; and as they had 
before given us their stools, they now 
brought, without being asked, my little 
nephew a bowl of milk. This I have no 
doubt was disinterested civility, for never, 
but once, was I solicited for any thing in an 
Trish cabin ; and scarcely ever, let me add, 
did I shelter myself in a Welsh one, that 
money was not sought for, either directly or 
indirectly. We gave these poor. creatures 

thing to buy tobacco, which is here the 
great luxury ofthe poor.” 


We cordially agree with Mr. Gamble 
in the following :— 


“Like all other narcotics, it in some 
measure renders them independent of their 
situation, and — a pleasurable train 
of thought.---Smoking humanizes the heart, 
which drunkenness hardens; and I have 

enerally found that tobacco, like tea, pro- 

uces sobriety : I do not know that I ever 
here saw an instance of people smoking, and 
<anee strong drink at the same time.” 
p- 273. 





An idea may be formed of the imbe- 
cility and religious darkness of the 
Northern Irish, by the vanity and tri- 
vial preparations which even foreboded 
and impending dissolution do not sup- 
press. ‘This was a departing injunction 
of a young woman, whose chamber Mr. 
Gamble had entered : 


‘Now mind, let the bearers have head 
scarfs, and be sure to send shoulder ones to 
the clergy and doctor.” p. 276. 

* Scarcely was there a few years an 
old presbyterian woman that did not make 
up her head dress with her own hands, and 
lay it carefully apart, with a direction to the 
partons drawer, in which, when the awful 

our came it was wanted, it should be 
found. The catholics are most interested 
about their wake ; and that it shall be well 
attended, and that the company shall be 
well attended to. Not many years ago, a 
poor man, in meg of Lafford, sent his 


wife, the day his death, into Stra- 
bane, to buy candles, an i t article 
on suchan occasion. She ght out a 


couple of pounds of fine mould ones ; and 
joy sparkled in the dying man’s faded eye, 
as, raising himself on his elbow, he looked 
admiringly on them. ‘Oh, by my troth, 
woman,’ said he, ‘ they would do to wake 
his majesty.’” p. 277. 


Mr. Gamble visits the Giant’s Canse- 
way, returning hears a sudden 
firing of guns and pistols :— 


“ At the instant a number of men on 
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horseback, cach carrying a woman behind 
him, galloped madly by, in nearly equal 

er to us and to themselves. However, 
it was a privileged ing, for it was 
what is called, an ir ; or, the bringing 
home of a bride : and a dangerous business 
to bride and bride m it is, for the cus- 
tom is -to ride at fall gallop, hallooing and 
rejoicing.” p. 395. 


In this work of Mr. Gamble’s, there 
is no novel information of Northern 
Ireland, unless to be told that the Irish 
are hospitable, that they are supersti- 
tious, and that they love whiskey, be 
fresh intelligence. Of this work, the 
title is deceptive ; “ society” admits of 
many grades, and every rank has its 
peculiar manners and characteristics, — 
but of the highest nothing is said, nor of 
the lowest does Mr. Gamble seem to 
know any thing more than the shelter 
of a cabin frem the rain,or an abode at 
an aie-house can afford him. His sphere 
of observation has heen solely among 
the middling classes. The major por- 
tion of this volume is filled with reflec- 
tions upon every subject, that, by the 
slenderest concatenation, is brought to 
his mind, whilst he is scribbling. But 
the most repulsive stuff in this gentle- 
man’s book is a cant of pathos,—an af- 
fectation of a deep and lively sense of 
the transievce and nothingness of life, 
and its enjoyments ; not that we deny 
the truth of this colouring ; but, that 
we doubt the sincerity, at any rate, the 
benefit, of a sombre strain of moralizing, 
which produces no just religious effect. 
That such result has not attended, in 
Mr. Gamble’s mind, will be evinced by 
a view of what we can gather of his 
religion, as well as his philosophy, from 
his own sentiments; and since he has 
dragged us from London to the Giant’s 
Causeway, the question is not imper- 
tinent, who is he? and what is his 
creed? let him answer for himself. 
And, first, as to his religious sentiments. 
Speaking of a certain novel, he says; 
“It seemed one of those evangelical 
productions, whieh weigh girls’ thoughts, 
words, and actions, in a balance nice as 
nar ged seales; and would saga- 
eiously regulate youth with the exact- 
ness of a game at chess.” p. 29. Of a 
jovial friend he says: “He is an inno- 
cent and I have no doubt a religious 
man, though he would not serve Mrs. 
Hannah More as the model of a clergy- 
man, for he is not a methodist either in 
manner or in speech. He holds the 
whole sect indeed in utter contempt, 
and has no greater reproach for any 
one, than that he is a swadier.” Yet this 
innocent and religious man “ swallowed 
plentiful potations of cold rum-punch,” 
“drained the bowl in all due jollity,” 
and “Joves his bottle.” Verbum supienti 


sat. Need we adduace, as we easily 
might, a whole string of such illustra- 
tions of the views and sentiments of 
Squire Gamble on religion? Nor is his 
philosophy a whit superior: he tell us 
that fear results from despondence of 
life ; —knows he not, that, where death 
has been inevitable,the greatest courage 
has been displayed? We omit myri 

of falsifying instances, in religious and 
political martyrs;—let him only read 
Lord Russell's account of the death of 
his great ancestor, (recently published.) 
He tells us that a good musician must 
be a good man ; (he had just supped at 
Mr. Braham’s,) that reading men cannot 
be vicious,—that Charles the First was 
an innocent king ;—thatlove and lauda- 
num are the only sources of felicity ;— 
(p. 214.) that catholicism was essential 
to the civilization of the dark ages; 
whereas it was this very religion that 
darkened those ages, and civilization 
has synchronized with its decay, and 
with the progress of the reformation ; 
(p. 262.) that labour is not productive 
of virtue, and that the idlest are the 
least vicious; (p. 279.) that forgery 
“involves little moral turpitude ;” (p. 
$20.) that “mystery should shroud 
religion ;” (p. 373.) Need we say more 
of his philosophy? his patriotism and 
politics, his taste and his magnani- 
mity, are allof a piece.—We have no 
room to prove this, but, if any doubt 
our word, Squire Gamble’s work is pro- 
curable, and we may be refuted. The 
Northern Irish are the descendants 
chiefly of Scotchmen, and profess, in 
consequence, the Protestant faith :— 
yet has no comparison been drawn by 
our author, which from a Protestant 
might have been hoped, of the domestic 
or enlarged effects of religions so op- 
posed toeach other. We believe, that 
what in the 325th page he said of a par- 
ticular paragraph, he might say of his 
whole volume, “I fear thisis not in the 
best possible taste, but I have written 
it, and it must go.” We have given to 
this review a larger space in our Maga- 
zine than the work deserves. Hada 
summary judgment, without proofs, 
been decorous, we should have thus 
passed it: Mr,Gamble’s production is 
one of those works, which, in spite 
of their jejune and washy character, 
form the major portion of our nar- 
ratory literature. From the facility of 
publication, the art of printing, like 
every other good, has great~atten- 
dant evils. Before the invention, lite- 
rature was select, because its works 
were diffused, and preserved, and 
propagated with toil, and by indivi- 
dua! labour,— stuff had no great chance 
of circulation; and had Mr. Gamble 
written in the ages of papyrus and 
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brazen books, and tablets of stone, a 
copy of his production . would never 
have crossed the channel. It is written 
as a dotard tells his tale, “ vexing the 
dull ear of a drowsy man,” one story 
produces another, by that tenacity of 
concatenation which marks the stories 
of the weak old man. The narration of 
atour gives great facility of introduc- 
tion to any sentiments the tourist may 
entertain, Blasphemy and jacobinism, 
obscenity and freethinking, may be 
slipped in charmingly—We charge 
Mr. Gamble with neither, he has 
“no more doubt of the trath of 
Christianity, than that the sun was 
made to give light;” but his religion 
seems of no peculiarities, 
of no vitality; and, but that we 
must believe his own assertion, we 
should have imagined him one of that 
superior school, whose disciples, if the 
chafge not a religionist with wicked- 
ness, must yet contend that he is weak. 
His philosophy is wretched,—some of 
it possibly, as our extracts show, perni- 
cious ;—actually, we will hope, harmless 
—neither illustrative of mischievous 
capacities in the author, nor piquant 
enough to set any of his readers into 
8 wrong train of thinking; — formed in his 
cranium, and flung from his = with 
a rapidity equal to that in which houses, 
and streams, and hills, were presented 
to his optics in a jaunting car. In poli- 
tical i st our author pretends to 
much cantion and delicacy, yet it is 
easy to perceive him to be one of those 
sage politicians who attribute all Irish 
degradation to external causes and re- 
straints: who represent an Irishman free 
from the common depravity of oar 
nature ; miserable, because others for- 
bid felicity, and not from his follies or 
his vice ;— and who think that he would 
realize an Utopian Elysium, if we could 
prevail with our frigid and unsympa- 
thizing senators to grant the emancipa- 
tion of the Catholics, With all his 
wariness and elusion, we pect Mr. 
Gamble to be little better than a radical 
reformer. 
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A Being, and Proofe of the Christien Re. 
Being, and 's of t istian Re- 
ligion ; with an Appendix. By Thomas 
Moir. Edinburgh. pp. 155. 3s. 6d, 
Lackington. 
ReviEwrnc the vast and unprecedent- 
ed efforts of the friends of religion in 
the canse of truth and holiness, during 
the last thirty years, and marking the 
visible and sublime interpositions of Hea- 
ven, in crowning these efforts with suc- 
cess, we are no means surprised to 
witness the mightiest exertions of the 


counteracting _— of darkness. The 
arch-leader o 


those poWers has been 
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no indifferent spectator to the rapid 
progress of the kingdom of the Prince 
of Peace, which, he is aware, is des- 
tined, ultimately, to obtain univer- 
sal dominion. He has seen, with un- 
speakable chagrin, that warrior, gird- 
ing on the sword ef his power, and 
riding forth prosperously. Every con- 
quest has fed his malignity, and aroused 
him to the most wrathful and envenom- 
ed action. The cause of the Redeemer 
must expect his hostile attacks directed 
either insidiously or ostensibly against 
its interests. The issue of this great 
contest is involved in no uncertainty. 
The precise period of its continuance, 
we may not possess sufficient means of 
ascertaining : but while hope lingers on 
a consummation devoutly to be wished, 
faith realizes its unquestionable accom- 
plishment, and rests on the infallibility 
of that Being, who asserts that, “ To 
Him, every knee shall bow, and every 
tongue confess.” All the weapons of 
hostility against his cause shall lie dash- 
ed and broken at the footstool of his 
throne, and millions of immorta! souls, 
whom those weapons aimed to destroy 
interminably, grasped from the domi- 
nion of sin, and “ presented faultless 
before the presence of the eternal glo- 
ry,” shall there, like the most illustrious 
opt ia,” grace the triumphs, and 
display the majesty, of Him, who sits 
upon the throne, and proclaims his own 
name, “ The Lord God Omnipotent 
that reigneth.” 

This prospect, which is not sketched 
by any illusive play of fancy, but from 
the sober delineations of divine truth, 
the friends of religion love to contem- 
plate. It gives ardour to their zeal, cou- 
rage to their exertions, assurance to 
their hopes, and importunity to their 
prayers. It is, we think, under the re- 
viving influence of this prospect, that 
we look, (not indeed with sentiments of 
neutrality or stoicism,) but with the 
most undismayed feelings of heart, at the 
combined efforts of evil persons in the 
present day. We have observed, with 
remorse and ‘pain, the growth in our 
country of that worst and most fatal 
of all infatuations, infidelity. The ad- 
vocates of that gloomy system, (if a mass 
of incoherent ideas, and loose princi- 
ples, deserves the name of system,) are, 
we feel, at once the enemies of God, of 
society, and of their own best interests ; 
their efforts tend to sap the foundations 
of all the truth, morality, and happiness 
in our world ;—they are deluded by 
the God of this world, who has blinded 
their eyes. But, estimating the prodi- 
gious extent of circulation given to the 
divine records, morally sure of the bene- 
ficial results they must produce: re- 
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that tens of thousands of our rising po- 
pulation are effectually preserved from 
the direful monster, a by the 
fostering hand of our Sunday schools, 
which have implanted the sterling prin- 
ciples of virtue and truth in their ten- 
der minds; and combining with these 
views the certain knowledge that 
more labourers are being thrust into 
the harvest ; and that the exertions of 
the wise and the holy are rapidly in- 
creasing in every shape aud every di- 
rection ; we feel it utterly unjustifiable 
as well as impossible to abandon our 
confidence, or to indulge one despond- 
ing suspicion respecting the final preva- 
lence of truth and righteousness in the 
earth. 

The interest we feel in this subject, 
an interest arising from its magnitude 
and its importance, induces us to watch 
most narrowly and jealously the multi- 
form publications of the press, profes- 
sedly on the side of truth, that we may 
give our caution against what appears 
to be “a scorpion instead of an egg,” 
and “a serpent instead of a fish ;” and 
our cordial recommendation to the 
wholesome and nourishing provisions of 
truth, whether presented in the shape 
of “ milk for babes” or “strong meat 
for men.” To the small volume now be- 
fore us, we have many formidable ob- 
jections, and can award but little praise. 
It certainly contains some statements 
important and correct. The information 
is occasionally valuable, though not in 
the least novel. A few of the arguments 
are forcible, and we think decisive. 
But it is by no means what it might 
have been, or ought to have been. The 
author, we should guess, could have 
done better, had he taken more pains, 
though he would still labour under the 
disadvantages of belonging to a corrupt 
communion which refuses the free cir- 
culation of the scriptures, viz. the 
Roman Catholic. .The work consists 
of three parts; a Treatise on the 
existence of a Supreme Being; Proofs 
of the Christian Religion ; with an Ap- 
pendix, concerning the earlier oppo- 
nents and defenders of Christianity. 
The treatise is divided into two, and 
the proofs arranged under seven, sec- 
tions. 

On the existence of a God, the an- 
thor commences with some general 
and trite remarks respecting all arts 
and sciences having necessarily some 
well-known first principles, “ So it 
must be,” he says, as to “ divine mat- 
ters,” and quotes Heb. xi. 6; and 
then remarks, that “ these two prin- 
ciples” (that there is a God, and that he 
is a rewarder of those who seek Him) 
“ are implanted by the hand of God in 
the soul of every man at his birth, ac- 
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of thy countenance is sealed u us, 
O Lord’” These texts, by way, 
appear to us not quite fairly applied. 
But waving this objection, it seems 
perfectly inconsistent, it is arguing in a 
circle, to set about proving the being of 
a God, in a treatise professedly inde- 
pendent of revelation, and yet to de- 
duce the proofs from (what is, in that 
case, by hypothesis) the volume of re- 
velation. All such works are evidently 
a mere petitio principii. ‘The two sub- 
jects will no doubt admit of distinct 
discussion, and the very division of this 
work seems to profess that division, and 
neta is instantly lost when the author 
gins to write. In fact, the present 
state of society requires that the discus- 
sion should be distinct. We have to com- 
bat not so much with Atheism, as with 
Deism. To bring forward argument 
after argument, or rather to repeat 
old arguments in a deteriorated form, 
is not far distant from the agere nihil, 
which may cost immense labour, and 
yield no profit. The persons for whose 
use such a volume as the present is evi- 
dently intended, do not deny the being 
of a God, but the authenticity and in- 
spiration of the Bible. Prove the latter, 
and the former is established. Or we 
may commence with the former, and 
Having demonstrated the existence of a 
God, proceed to his perfections, and 
thence deduce arguments to favour the 
probability of a revelation, considering 
the actual condition of man; but the 
snbstantial proofs in support of the 
claims of the specific scriptures we 
hold must rest on other grounds, 
Treatises on the being of a God 
we do not want. We have our Le- 
lands, our Leslies, our Clarkes, our 
Browns, our Paleys, and a host besides, 
But reg containing plain, pointed, 
forcible, irrefragable arguments in fa- 
vour of the truth of the Bible, cannot 
be brought forward in too great abun- 
dance. Not that there is any deficiency 
of these in works already before the 
gg ; but the cause may be promoted 
the judicious selection of them, 
placing them in the most advantageous 
light, making them clear to men’s un- 
derstandings, and, so far as possible, 
making them speak to theirconsciences. 
The second section of this treatise 
contains a very brief sketch of the ar- 
guments used by the heathen on the 
subject. This may be very useful and 
interesting, so far as it extends, It is 
instructive to the inquiring ; it is gra- 
tifying to the speculative. But for the 
pur, of conviction, what does it 
avail us, after all, to know how Plato, 
Aristotle, Zeno, Plutarch, and others, 
proved the being of a God “from na- 








300 


tural and moral p » metaphy- 
sics, and mathematics.” e are not 
placed in -similar circumstances with 
them, We have infinitely higher sources 
of evidence, to which we can appeal at 
once, and it is taking ground, we think, 
far too low, to begin with the doctrines 
and dogmas of the groves, the schools, 
and porches of the wise men of this 
world, who neither knew God, nor glo- 
rified him as God. 

It is not our province to dictate to 
any author what line of argument he 
ought to pursue; but we must be al- 
lowed to remark, that this part of the 
work before us, is not, we think, calcu- 
lated to answer any valuable purpose. 
It contains nothing new or striking; it 
has no beauty or neatness of style to 
recommend it. It is rather too learned 
{at feast it aims at being learned) for 
the illiterate ; and it is much too concise 
and common-place to serve even as an 
#7xXupidior to those familiar with its to- 
pics. 

The third section, “On religion in 
general,” informs us, that “ the acts of 
religion are various : some internal; as 
devotion and prayer: others, external ; 
as adoration, worship, sacrifice, obla- 
tion, and vows, which are protestations 
of the mind.” Here is evidently con/u- 
sion of idea; and we leave our Protes- 
tant readers to form their ideas of what 


else. 

In the author’s brief remarks respect- 

the “foreknowledge of the christian 

igion,” under the preceding dispen- 
sation, we partly agree. “They said, 
Virgo concipiet ; we say, Virgo conce- 
pit” “They had sacrifices and cere- 
monies that prefigured his (Christ’s) 
coming ; we have a sacrifice and sacra- 
ments, that imply his being come.” 
Here we pause : if the author mean the 
one sacrifice of Christ upon the cross, 
we unite with him, and we will not dis- 
pute about the two institutions of bap- 
tism and the Lord’s supper, which he 
may mean by sacraments ; but we rather 
think he had a different meaning, and 
that his views were, at the time, at the 
sacrifice of the mass, and among the sa- 
craments of confirmation, penance, ma- 
trimony, &c. of which there is nothing 
in our Bibles, 

His quotations from the scriptures are 
often very inappropriate, and can pro- 
duce no conviction in an intelligent 
mind, guided by the sense rather than 
by the sound. The Roman Catholic 
version is of course appealed to. We 
had marked many parts of the volume 
for animadversion, but they are really 
not worthit. One can scarcely forbear 
a smile mingled with pity at the weak- 
ness of a man, even of a Papist, who 
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thinks he canimpose on the credulity of 
his readers by such remarks as these ; 
“ that the Saviour should be d 
by his mother in the temple.” Mal. iii. 1. 
“ As to the first and principal point— 
the exact period of Christ’s coming into 
the world, it is to be observed, that by 
the consent of all writers, Pagan, Jewish, 
and Christian, Jesus was born on the 
25th of December, in the end. of the 
forty-first year of the reign of Augus- 
tus.” “ The very same day Christ was 
born in Judea, Augustus issued an order 
at Rome, that no man should call him 
Lord.” “ As to the manner of our Lord’s 
conception, &c. the innocent age of the 
Blessed Virgin, who, it is proved by St. 
Augustine, and the ancient fathers, was 
not then fourteen years, renders it alto- 
gether improbable that she would in- 
vent such a story herself.” “The Evan- 
gelists are foretold, in Ezekiel i. 5. un- 
der the figure of the four living crea- 
tures.”And for one hundred and fifty-five 
small pages of argument exceedingly 
ill-managed, of typographical execution 
equally wretched, of names and dates 
containing a mass of blunders, (the list 
of errata given not correcting one half,) 
the price is three und sixpence. ‘The 
Rev.T. H. Horne’s little piece, just pub- 
lished, entitled, “Deism Refuted,” 
price one shilling, contains at least one 
hundred times more substantial merit, 
argument, and truth. 
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Sermons on Practical Subjects ; by Witl- 
liam Barlass, with the Correspondence 
between the Author and the Rev. John 
Newton. 1 vol. 8vo. pp. 607. Ame- 
rica. London : Souter. 

Amor Parri& is a theme which has 

been celebrated in all ages, and among 

all nations, rude and polished. The gen- 
tle touching of this chord has awaken- 
ed every sensation, and given vibration 
to every active tone in the poet’s soul. 
The very words have conveyed a sort of 
magic charm to the hero’s heart, when 
roused by the powerful sounds of war ; 
and have inspired him with unconquer- 
able valour, amidst daring and terrific 
scenes. And not unfrequently has the 
motto been employed, as an artful and 
imposing disguise, to hide the corrupt 
avarice and lawless ambition of the in- 
triguing and disaffected ; and to screen 
from public infamy the unjust political 
schemes of some crafty statesmen. And 
well would be it for society, were these 
the only instances in which vice, hideous 
inits native form, has been palmed upon 
the world, under the specious name of 
some admired virtue. That the “ love 
of one’s country” is a virtue requires 
no argumentative proof, nor detailed 
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illustration, But like all other virtues 
it has its boundaries, circumscribed by 
which it appears to advantage, but 
which, though it may for 


decency’s pf retain a hallowed name, 


it generates and circulates all tne mis- 
chiefs of the most direful calamity. Cor- 


ruptio optimi pessima. 

In no case, perhaps, is it more silly 
or more despicable than when it rds, 
with the jealons eye of hostile rivalship’ 
the growing rity of other states 
and nations,—rising in their intellec- 
tual, literary, moral, and civil character. 
While the discavery of sterling and in- 
creasing worth abroad stimulates to 
every manly exertion to excel at home, 
“the love of our country” is virtnous 
and noble ;— but if it ean ouly make its 
survey to depreciate the one, im order 
to ma the sane ag is pacenenen, 
mean, and centemp . A true dignity 
of mind scorns to debase that which is 
“ lovely,” and worthy of a “ good re- 
| yl merely because it is an exotic. 

mass of mankind is viewed as con- 
stituting one family, and the welfare 
of the whole as secured by the im- 
provement of all its branches. The ge- 
nuaine philauthropist, “ and the lover of 
his species,” will | hail virtue, truth, sci- 
enee; and merit, wherever they are 
found, and with an equal and deli, 
glow of soul will place the well-deserved 
wreath on the brow of the Asiatic, or 
Enropean, the long-despised African, oF 
the long-rivalled American. 

Ta these cursory observations we 
have been naturally ted on opening the 
volume now before us. It stands amon, 
the earliest works we have yet notice 
of the trans-atlantic states. True, the 
author of it was a Scotchman, and the 
contents of the volume in their original 
form were composed in Scotland. (And 
let Scotiand have her meed of praise.) 
But the author emigrated,—hbe settled 
in New York ;—there he lived nearly 
twenty years, and in America these 
sermons have been published ; and are 
now sent forth to the world, recognized 


and recommended by American divines.. 


We conclude, therefore, the work is 

sufficiently naturalized to claim all that 

it ean claim, and receive ail the treat- 

ment it is destined to receive, as an 
publication. 

It is a work which unquestionably 
contains its excellencies, but not with- 
out its faults. We wish to say all we 
can in its favour, but cannot allow it to 
pass through our hands without a few 
strictures; not originating in any “ na- 
tional antipathies,” but in love and res- 
pect te the great cause of evangelical 
religion. We sincerely wish there had 
been no cause of complaint, then there 
would have been no just ground for 
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any remarks that could excite a suspi- 
cion of “ national partiality.” But— 
“ que eum ita sint,” we must endeavour 
to blend fidelity and Ieni 9 

The worthy author, Mr, has 
finished his labours, and entered into 
his rest; he is alike insensible to our 
praise or censure. His publishers are 
alone responsible for the appearance of 
the work. The volume commences with 
a preface, sufficiently laconic. This was 
drawn up by Mr. Barlass himself, and 
dated 1797, Whitehill, Scotland. A 

ief sketch of the author’s life follows, 
8 ieutly brief, consisting of little more 
than three pages, signed by the three 
names, P. Wilson, Alexander Mac Leod, . 
and J. B. Romeyn. From this it ap- 
ps that iv. the year 1797, Mr. Bar- 

emigrated to New York, “ where 
for two years he undertook the tuition 
of boys in the classics; and then till 
1817, the year of his decease, he pur- 
sued the business of a bookseller and 
stationer.” He had, when young, en- 
tered the ministry, in connexion with 
the Antiburgher Seceders, “ but the 
circumstances whieh led to a separation 
from bis. congregation, and which pro- 
duced his emigration, are not material 
to the reader,” says the brief sketch 
of his life, as “ sermons must be 
tested by their own intrinsic merit.” 
We confess this is a point on which we 
expected some remarks, for the sake or 
the author’s credit, as a good man, and 
“ a good minister of Jesus Christ ;” and 
especially as it forms a considerable to- 
pic in the correspondence at the close 
of the volume. 

The body of the work follows, con- 
sisting of twenty-two sermons on 
“ practical subjects,” on thirteen texts, 
and cosnaying, ehent 500 pages. The 
subjects are Christ’s ascension. Anathe- 
ma Maranatha. Gift of the Holy Spirit, 
Luke xi, 13. The tervor of the Lord, 
2 Corinthians v.11. The tongue of the 
learned, Isaiah 1. 4, Judas betraying 
Christ. God’s people his jewels. The 
tithes brought into the storehouse, &c. 
Malachi iii. 10. Character and condi- 
tion of the slothfal. Satanic temptations, 
1 Corinthians x. 13. Paul knowing in 
whom he had believed. ‘The word of the 
Lord unto Zerubbabel. The headstone 
brought forth with shouting. 

In the discussion of these subjects, 
we frequently meet with what is highly 
pleasing and interesting, and we think 
abundantly caleulated to promote the 
immortal welfare of the hearers, when 
first delivered, and now of their read- 
ers. The sermons are largely supplied 
with quotations from the scriptures, 
often introduced in the most appeaite 
and happy manner. They are fraught 
with evangelical sentiment, and olscu- 
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red by “ no parade of words, and stu- 
died ornament of oe But Iw po 
exceedingly quantity o 
thought, and of expression. The 
whole are characterised by an apparent 
air of carelessness in the composition. 
The truth is stated, and this we frankly 
pri etc. is baa us a dine the boone 
material point ; but in gua against 
the false decorations of rhetoric, in 
stating that truth, the opposite extreme 
should have been avoided. Truth and 
Got taste are by no means incompati- 
. Had it not been expressly asserted, 
that the sermons were carefully written 
out bg the anthor for the press, we 
should have guessed them to be (ex- 
cepting the plans which bear marks of 
study) good, warm-hearted, extempo- 
raneous effusions, taken down in short 
hand, and ass from the notes. 
We refer, chiefly, to the composition, 
which, without affectin “ refinement, 
might have been muchimproved. Many 
of the expressions which would appear 
easy and rin the pulpit, are far 
too « ulal for the press. Common 
words and common thoughts often ga- 
ther force, they become “ words that 
, and thoughts that burn,” by the 
ervent animation, the impassioned ar- 
dour of the speaker on delivery, but are 
found cold and unimpressive, when so- 
berly read by an individual in his par- 
lour. The voice, gesture, person, and 
local circumstances of a preacher, and 
the aroused and excited state of feeling 
of an auditory, combine to give effect 
to public effusions ; but these extrinsic 
circumstances are lost in the press, and 
the effusions remain “ to be tested by 
their own intrinsic merit.” 

These discourses would afford nume- 
rous illustrations of the above remarks. 
A fine passage sometimes strikes the 
mind,—a noble sentiment, and well 
expressed in the commencement, and 
then just as you are aroused, and all ea- 
ger to catch something indefinitely 
grand and sublime in the close — desinat 
in piscem—you experience all the keen 
disappointment of a lamentable falling 
off. Thus speaking of the ascension 
of Christ from Mount Olivet, the au- 
thor remarks ; “Here was no possibility 
of deception, as his ascension was slow 
and gradual, and the eyes of the behol- 
ders — peers him oan as he 
rose—tillt int eye, flung backwards 
in the chase, was quite disabled.” 

Some very harsh and awkward ex- 
pressions occur, some tautologies, and 
many provincial phrases. Such as “ their 
hearts were bettered ;”—“ they were to 
recollect, carefully consider, and never 
forget ;’—“ the great and running pro- 


mise ;"—* distinctions which so 
much ;’—“once man, bythe rule of con- 
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pea Fs haeiet teaches the art of 
! ; —“ hotly pursued by the law 
they thirst for watet 7" x Be on his 
by orem « ;”’ —“ almost quite dry,” &c. 
‘0 open up,” appears a avour- 
ite phrase. desi iis 
In general, the divisions are too nu- 
merous, being from twelve to pie 
six ching aera is The sermons con 
no t is strictly polemical, and 
therefore little or no discussion. "They 
are didactic, and consist chiefly of short 
inted observations, often very stri- 
ing, and often very common place. 
They are called “ practical,” but among 
avery large class of religious profes- 
sors “in our country,” they would be 
called, and Poca more correctly, 
“experimental.” The texts are discus- 
sed in the way of observations, and ap- 
plication to the supposed different clas- 
ses of hearers. The remarks are often 
moral, generally useful, but not al- 
ways natural, The doctrine is sound, 
thoroughly Calvinistic, and boldly 
asserted. We shall give a few 
as examples, and leave our readers to 
form their own judgment; many more 
were marked to extract, but want of 
room forbids. They evidently breathe 
forth a most pious spirit, an acquaint- 
ance with the scriptures, and an aim 
— and comfort the people of 


On our Lord's ascension, Mr. Bar- 
lass observes ; 
“ As with Christ, so with his disciples, 
the cross is the way to the crown. He 
of the brook in the way, lifted up his 
head ; and so shall they. His ascension of 
itself taught them this lesson, and it was 
iarly evident from the place from which 
chose to ascend—Monnt Olivet. There 
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completely triamphed over A 
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makes m ; and what is now a place of 
weeping, may, in a little time, be a place 
oftramph.” p. 13. 

On being destitute of love to Christ, 


Mr. Barlass says ; 


“The want of love to Christ sibjects to 
the curse, as well as positive enmity, with 
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all its dreadfal effects. It is not said, if an 
hate Christ, but if any man love hiss 


man 

not, let him be anathema. We do not mean 
b= ey anne; eer are without po- 
sitive enmity. These are inseparate, or ra- 
ther different degrees of the same thing, 
and there is no medium between loving and 
hating the Redeemer. The Holy Spirit ex- 
presses himself in this manner to warn all, 
and assures them, that though their opposi- 
tion to Christ may not have discovered 
itself to others, or have been felt by them- 
selves, yet, if they have not positive love 
to him, they perish with his worst and most 
avowed enemies,” &c. p. 42. 


The sermons on the “ terror of the 
Lord,” contain some very appropriate 
remarks; 


‘« Shall all be there that day? Yes, all 
who ever were, are, or shall be—all, from 
the highest to the lowest. The haughty mo- 
narch, who in this world was screened by 
the pitiful maxim, ‘the King can do no 
wrong, and is not accountable,’ will find 
such Kagange of no avail at that tribunal. 
There he must account for the lives and 
property of those over whom he reigned, 
and thousands _ at his anes will 
stand as ready p against him, cursing 
the day whee, te gratify his ambition, the 
sported with death, were hurried to the 
dread tri — 

* Cut off even in the blossom of their sin ; 
No reck’ning made, but sent to their account 
With all their imperfections on their head.’ 
Then every motive for beginning and con- 
tinuing the sco of war will be weighed 
in an : aid eating balance. Then he 
will what he might have known before, 
that he wn jained of old ; yea, for 
the | itis prepared.’ The crafty states- 
man politician too must be there, and 
all his measures shall be measured again by 
arule which seldom occurred to him! The 

, too, and the oppressed, shall be 
there,” Ke. p. 128. 


The sermons on Judas betraying 
Christ are highly forcible and inter- 
esting. The outlines are boldly drawn, 
It is remarked : — 

*« 1. Such is the power of sin in the un- 

, that though long confined, it com- 


o, or will actual u ! 
Christ does by warnings, 
other means, to prevent the sinner from 
, and especially 


a he 
apiece 
: 


and Correspondence with the Rev. John Newton. 


resolves to drop his horrid crime, and the 
next he determines on the commission. Now 
he inclines to one side, then to the other. 
Stigeicor pias coenpacsanatareadede 

9 ev: : vehe- 
mently urg Sle os hla prevails, 
and the crime is perpetrated.” 


Speaking of the resurrection; 


“‘ The souls and bodies of the sore 
shadder at the thought of meeting. ith 
wrathful and jealous eye they look on each 
other in the odious infamous light of a 
seducer, tempter, informer, and tormentor, 
which has exposed each other to endless 
E argrers and oy. beyond all conception. 

e very thought of suffering together, and 
undergoing joint punishment, vates 
their torment, adds fuel to the fire. 
They wonld almost rather associate with 
the old serpent than with one another. The 
very sight of each other reminds them of their 
former opportunities, and the cause of their 
erry irremediable situation. Opposite, 

yond expression, is the case of Te- 
deemed ; in this world their souls and bodies 
Pr mgs Ae rome: in sorrow and consolation. 
Like friends, after a long separation, 
and brought together in the Pappies oir- 
cumstances, a recollection of all their for- 
mer scenes, in which each bore his share, 
and acted his » will be remembered 
with unutterable satisfaction, and be the 
ground-work of unceasing pleasure.” p. 203, 


The twenty-first sermon is the most 
spirited in the volume, ** Not by might 
nor by power,” &c. 


“ 1. The Redeemer's work does not de- 
pend on legal authority. The highest autho- 
rity, without the assistance and blessing of 
the Lord of Hosts, can never make religion 
prosper. Let it be enjoined by laws, ever 
so numerous and excellent, it will not flou- 
rish without the Lord’s blessing. Like the 
pemadh  o of old, the doctrines of grace 
have often prospered in proportion to their 
oppression. The powers and princes of this 
world have been more frequently hurtful 
than helpfal. I t of the Lord of glory, 
bes Sere ote isp tg aa 

um . any times have they reject- 
ed his doctrines, but seldom received Hoo 
Their hostile attempts have been equally 
hurtful in opposite extremes. Their smiles 
have uced multitudes of apostates, and 
their frowns have kindled the furnace and 
flames of persecution, &c.—2. The Re- 
deemer’s kingdom and interest are not 
supported by external force, and the cou- 
rage and prowess of armies. As members 
of civil society, christians are entitled to 
the same rights with others. Their religious 
profession Id neither interfere with, nor 
invalidate their natural rights. They ma 
plead them, and should never be depriv: 
of them. True religion may make men bet- 
ter citizens, but cannot make them worse.” 

The last sermon, on bringing forth 
the top or head stone, presents an en- 


couraging view of the completion of 
God’s spiritual temple. 
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trea to voured with some of 
Mr. Newton’s tetters, acknowledging 
the i 


—— benefit he had rece 
is printed works, and containing 
i rtion of peer we 


ing the formation of an acquaintance 
between two strangers, “ by post,” is 
over,the letters become interesting,'and 
are, what epistles should be, familiar. 


Mr. Barlass’s are valuable for the very 

excellent sketch they contain of the 

religion in Scotland at the time, 

aud for their explicit, though short ac- 

count of the rise and progress of the 
rand Antiburgher secession. 

. Newton’s letters will, we are 





Barlass's Sermons, §c. 





[SurPLEMENT, 
spiritual ts? On Mr. Newton’s 
own >, what oe Mg 
ensure to the church of ? To be 
sure, occasioned Mr. Newton 
some dinners now and then, and 
80 far might be useful,but how much 
farther, it remains to be explained. 

The following is exactly Mr. Newton ; 


form an idea of your person 
Is it an impertinent curiosity, or the effect of 
, that we want to know you 


are tall or short, fat or lean, married or sin- 
, of what om, sod how long you have 
walking wards ? In these, points, 

and twenty other mpl angers ane 
tify us if you please, when you haveleisure.” 


His remarks at page 646 are very 


ss Dore ye observe, is a solemn sub- 
j and the dying hour will be a solemn 

. In our common trials we derive some 
support and encouragement from our past 
experience of our past experi- 
ence can help us to form a right conception 
of what it is to die. It will be a perlesty 
new circumstance, quite different from 
a Pa, vain we employ 
our upon 3; we can 

realize to our the moment 

fore death, bat how we shall feel, and to 
what we shall be introduced the moment 
afterwards, is inconceivable. There, thought 
fails, the mind shudders and starts back, 
as from the brink of a precipice. That won- 
derfal union between soul and body must 
Dyer poy pe 

» how it w w iv 
bac yr which have hitherte boca the 
inlet 


its perceptions.” p. 546. 

These letters contain many most ex- 
cellent observations and directions and 
encouragements to young ministers on 
the delivery of their sermons; equally 
condemning the laborious method of 
learning them, so as to at them 
from memory, and the cold, idle, heart- 
less way of just reading them off to a 
congregation. They contain also some 
judicious remarks on various authors 
recommended to Mr. Barlass, and some 
good advice to ministers troubled with 

nervous disorders.” In short, the 
christian, the student, the preacher, the 
pastor, may all derive advantage, and 
we hope will, from this valuable addi- 
tion made to the stock of “ Mr, New- 
iy: letters.” ¥ 

re are a few typographical er- 
some, weal acpacialie ta tee Latin, ta the 
cor ndence, which require correc- 
tion. Vide 565, 568. 


The First Principles of Religion, eol- 
lected and arranged H those 
who are Sere wee hee 
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teousness, and as a Memorial for the 
Teachers of Youth. By Joseph Gibb, 
Minister of the Gospel in py ae 
pp. 199. Price 2s. 6d. Printed by 
D. Chalmers and Co. Aberdeen. 
Sold by the Booksellers in London, 
Edinbergh, Glasgow, &c. The 2nd 
edition, enlarged. 1819. 


Weare never jealous of religious cate- 
chisms, unless when appealed to as the 
standards of public belief, and as the 
accredited organs of ecclesiastical uni- 
formity. While they are employed sim- 
ply as the vehicles of useful information, 
without deriving any adventitious au- 
thority from the suffrages of congre- 
gated bodies, and without any at- 
fempt to vielate the sacted = of 
conscience, by the demand of s ip- 
tion to their tenets, we cordially wel- 
come them, according to their intrinsic 
merits, as an acceptable addition to 
the christian literature of theday. We 
can even go much farther than this, and 
state it as our fixed opinion, that cate- 
chetical exercises, when conducted 
upon scriptural principles, are most 
eminently calculated to facilitate the 
poi ear of religious knowledge, 
and to infuse into the human mind a 
certain tone of restless inquiry after 
divine truth, which we in vain attempt 
to commiinicate by instruction of a 
more didactic form. 

In the best days of the christian 
church, while as yet apostolic i 
was fresh in the recollections of 
faithful, while as yet no unnatoral 
union had been formed between the 
altar and the throne; the effective 
method of training the minds of 
youth toa state of christian maturity, 
by means of simple and well-adapted 
idterrogations, obtained universally ; 
and a distinct order of men existed, to 
whom the honourable name of cate- 
chists was appropriated. Perhaps it is 
not hazarding a speculation merely, 
when we suggest the probability, that 
the “ teachers” of whom the Apostle 
Paul speaks, as the gift of an ascended 
Savionr, inthe fourth chapter of his 
Epistle to theEphesians, were appointed 
to the familiar, but delightful, task of 
conducting the minds of the rising gene- 
ration, by a series of elementary and 
interesting questions, to the truth and 
evidence of the christian faith. Be this 
as it may, no sober reflector can dispute 
the legitimacy of this mode of augment- 
ing the sum of scriptural knowledge ; 
much less its peculiar adaptation to the 
circumstances of the young and untu- 
tored mind. 

In some of the reformed churches, 


p10 Bac of catechising have been 
, with no ordinary tokens of 


success; and the universal prevalence 
of such a system might be hailed as an 
auspicious era in the history of chris- 


the church, and, perhaps, as the 
of that blessed day, when “ the 


is a well-known fact, that the far-fa 
acquaintance of our brethren in the 
Nerth with religious truth, is, in a great 
measure, attributable to that excellent 
plan of catechizing which, more or less, 
obtains among the different denomi- 
nations of professed christians, of which 
the tion of that country is com- 
posed, ; And is it not a lamentable 
circumstance, that, with the accumu- 
lated experience of ages to guide their 
deliberations, they should be found to 
decline in their attachment to a system, 
to which, under the blessing of the Most 
High, they ewe so mach of that moral 
glory, which, like a bow of promise, yet 
encircles their land? We cannot help 
expressing au anxious hope, that should 
some of the clergy of the national esta- 
blishment grow lukewarm in the dis- 
charge of this interesting duty, the va- 
rious bodies of Dissenters may emulate 
the noble examples furnished them by 
the fathers of the Scottish church, and 
that generations yet unborn may be 
taught to pronounce with filial venera- 
tion the sainted names of Knox, of 

enderson, of Rutherford, of Gray, 
and of Boston. 

These reflections have naturally oc- 
ecutred to us, while examining the 
of the respectable work before us. We 
are not surprised to find that its author 
is a Scotsman. It bears all the marks 
of coming from a quarter, where the 
interrogatory method of cowmunica- 
ting information is duly appreciated ; 

we are happy to say that the cha- 

racter for sownd sense and scriptural 
theology, which Scotland has so j 
ea » is not likely to suffer the 
present publication. Mr. Gibb intro- 
duces himself to the notice of the pub- 
lic, by no lofty pretensions; he calls 
his book “ First Principles,” and ad- 
dresses it to the “ Unskilful.” But we 
venture to assure our readers, that they 
will judge very erroneously, if, from 
looking at this modest title, should 
lay aside the work, and consider it as 
fit only ‘to engage the attention of chil- 
dren. Within the narrow compass of 
a hundred and eighty duodecimo pages, 
there will be found a body of sound and 
well-digested divinity; in which every 


distinct statement is judiciously sup- 
ported by an appeal to the sacred 
oracles. Al the author has. evi- 
dently written with a view to the im- 
provement of youth,we make uo scruple 
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in saying that the more advanced in 

christian _ know and 

may read this litt! roduction with 
ere there is no 


profit and delight. 
waahey . ov of genius, "4 
sally of imagination, no su 
y= turn of wit, no affectation of ori- 
ginality either in sentiment or language ; 
but in the absence of these qualities, 
we are gratified the discovery of 
others far more useful and of acme: mt 
—we are fed with knowledge, and re- 
freshed with piety ;—we are conducted 
beside the still waters of the sanctuary, 
and feel that the ground on which we 
stand is holy; our understandings are 
enlightened, while our hearts are im- 
proved ; and when we close the unas- 
suming volume, it is with the firm con- 
— re rm ag aye like another 
, is “ mighty in the scriptares. 

Did car limits permit, we should feel 
great pleasure in ——s the public 
with numerous specimens of Mr. Gibb’s 
talents for illustrating the word of God, 
in the form of question and answer. 
But we confess the difficulty of making 
an appropriate selection, in the midst of 
so much ones: and were it not 
customary in offering strictures upon 
any work to allow the author to speak 
for himself, we should content ourselves 
in the present case simply recom- 
mending to our readers speedy 
purchase and careful perusal of these 
“ First Principles.” If, in compliance 
with general usage, however, we make 
a selection, we wish it distinctly to be 
understood, that we do it, more with a 
view to furnish a sort of pledge as to 
the-desctiption of sentiments to be 
found in the publication before us, 
than as a fair exhibition of the ogee 
character of a work, which, r ail, 
must be examined as a whole, and re- 
ceived in the dependency and harmony 
of its different parts, before its real 
value can be fully ascertained, 

To question sixty nine. viz. “ What 
is the foundation of a sinner’s right or 
title to Christ, and the benefits of his 
mediation ?’— Mr. Gibb makes the fol- 
lowing reply. 
ight that sinners have to Christ 


“ The 
and his salvation, is founded, not on any 
personal merit, or preparatory qualifications 
their own ; but, 


of 
“<1. On the divine commission and - 
ral office of Christ,as the Saviour of the 
lost and anworthy.—1 John iv. 14. John iv. 
42. iii. 17. Matt. xviii. 11. 1Tim. i, 15. 
«*2. On the general exhibition of Christ 
and his‘salvation in the gospel, as the free 
ift of God to perishing sinners. —John iii. 
6. iy. 32,33. 1 Jobn v. 11. Acts xiii. 38. 
«© 3. On the unlimited calls of the gospel, 
by which sinners of every description are 
invited to come to Christ for salvation, and 


assured that none who come shall be reject- 
ed or put to shame.—Isa. xiv. 22. lv. 1. 


Gibb’s First Prineiples of Religion. 





[SUPPLEMENT, 


Luke xiv. 17,23. Matt. xx.2,3,9. Rev. 
xxii. 17. John vi. 37. Rom. ix. $3. 
“4. On the earnest importanity with 


which the Lord persuades sinners to accept 
of his great salvation. He graciously con- 
descends to stand at the door, and knock, 
and wait to be received by them; he kindly 
expostalates with them the va- 
nity of their carnal pursuits, and calls them 
to reason with him concerning their best in- 
terests; he intreats them to be reconciled 
to him on the of his redeeming love, 
and confirms his willingness to receive the 
guilty into favour, with his sacred oath.— 

v. iii. 20. Isa. lv. 2. i. 18. 2 Cor. v- 
19—21. Ezek. xxxiii. 11. 

**5. On the positive authority of God, 
who commands men to believe in his Son as 
a thing peculiarly acceptable unto him, and 
denounces vengeance upon unbelievers for 
making him a liar.—1 John iii. 23. v. 9, 10. 
John vi. 29. iii. 18, 33, 36. 

«6. On the striking examples of the 
Lord’s kindness in saving the chief of sin- 
ners, which have been recorded for the ex- 
press purpose of proving that he delights in 
esate mercy, and to encourage those that 
are y to perish to Spry to him for sal- 
vation.—Luke v. 27—32. vii. 36-50. xv. 
1—10, 20-24. xix. 2—10. xxiii. 39—43. 
1 Tim. i. 13, 16.” 


Such scriptural views as these can- 
not fail to commend themselves to every 
sincere lover of apostolic truth; they 
constitute the basis of a sinner’s hope ; 
and embrace, in few words, an epitome 
of the entire gospel of peace.. ‘The an- 
swers, also, to questions, five, thirty-four, 
thirty-five, thirty-six, thirty-seven, forty, 
siaty-eight, seventy-one, eighty-seven, nine- 
ty-four, and one hundred and twenty-three, 
we consider as ing much excel- 
lence. If any one wishes to see the re- 
lative duties distinctly stated, and faith- 
fully enforced, by an appeal to the sub- 
lime motives ef christianity, he will find 
his labour abundantly rewarded, by ex- 
amining what Mr. Gibb has said on this 
much-neglected, and, in some respects, 
delicate subject. 

We have seen but little in this vo- 
lume to which we are disposed serious- 
ly to object. In the answers to some of 

e questions, there is a degree of pro- 
lixness, somewhat tiresome to asouthern 
reader, if not rather exhausting to the 
sturdy patience even of a Caledonian. 
We question, also, whether, in some 
cases, Mr. Gibb has not multiplied divi- 
sions without distinctions ; although we 
are fully aware, that, in a work like the 
present, it is difficult to avoid this fault. 
Should a third edition of “The First 
Principles” be called for, we are of opi- 
nion that the book might be considera- 
bly improved by a division into regular 
sections, and by the addition of a chap- 
ter of contents. .Much of that appe- 
rent diffusiveness which now attaches 
to the work, might, by this slight altera- 
tion, be completely obviated. Mr. 
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Gibb’s idea, under questions thirty-seven 
and one hundred and , of the 
tavisible reign of departed saints with 
Christ during the Millenium, is one 


which we do not recollect to have met 
with before. We will not venture an 


opinion on the subject. ‘To say the 
least, it is a pleasing speculation ; and, 
as far as we at present see, it is one per- 
fectly harmless. 

Upon the whole, we sincerely thank 
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Mr. Gibb for the additional help he has 

rded us in the devotional study of 
the Holy Scriptures, by the publication 
of these “ First Principles ;”’ and we 
cordially wish that the work may realize 
a circulation Log ree a to its merits. 
We commend the author for the dili- 
gence with which he has searched, and 
the fidelity with which he has applied, 
the word of God. : 











LITERARY INFORMATION, EXTRACTS FROM SCARCE 
BOOKS, ANECDOTES, &c. &c. 


, a ae 


North American Indians. 
“‘ Tue Indians confess that when they 
first saw the Whites, they took them for 
beings of a superior kind. They did not 
know but that they had been sent to 
them from the abode of the Great Spi- 
rit, for some great and important pur- 
They, therefore, welcomed them, 
a to be made happier by their 
company. It was not long, however, 
before they discovered their mistake, 
having found them an ungrateful, insa- 
tiable people, who, though the Indians 
had given them as much land as was ne- 
cessary to raise provisions for them- 
selves and their families, and pastare 
for their cattle, wanted still to have 
more ; and, at last, would not be con- 
pyre ay any reg de country. 
4 
“these white men would always be 
telling us of their great book which God 
had given them; they would persuade 
us, that every man was good who be- 
lieved in what the book said, and every 
man was bad who did not believe in it. 
They told usa great manyjthings which 
they said were written in good 
» and wanted us to believe it all. 
We would probably have done so, if we 
had seen them practise what they pre- 
tended to believe, and act according to 
the good words which they told us. But 
no; while they held their big book in one 
hand, in the other they had murderous 
wea » guns and swords, wherewith 
to kill us poor Indians. Ah! and they 
did so too, they killed those who be- 
lieved in their book, as well as those 
who did not. They made no distinc- 
tion!’ ”— Hi 's History. 
Anecdote of a Negro Prince. 
In the most flourishing period of the 
reign of Louis the Fourteenth, two ne- 
youths, the sons of a prince, being 
Brought to on of ir the 
King inted a Jesuit to instruct 
them ia letters and in the christian reli- 
gion, and gave to each of them a com- 


-mission in his guards. 


» say those inj people, . 


The elder, who 
was remarkable for his candour as well 
as his ingenuity, made t improve- 
ment, more particularly in the doctrines 
of religion. A brutal officer, upon some 
trifling dispute, insulted him with a 
blow. The gallant youth did not offer 
to resent it. A gentleman, his friend, 
took an opportunity to talk with him 
that evening upon his behaviour, which 
he told him was too tame, especially in 
a soldier. “ Is there, then,” said the 
young African, “one revelation for sol- 
diers, and another for merchants and 
gownsmen? The good father to whom I 
owe all my knowledge has earnestly 
inculcated forgiveness of injuries to me, 
assuring me that a christian was by no 
means to retaliate abuses of any kind.” 
“ The | father,” replied his friend, 
“may fit you for a monastery by his 
lessons, but never for the army and the 
court. Ina word,” continued he, “ if 
you do not call the colonel to an ac- 
count, ae will be branded with the in- 
famy of cowardice, and have your com- 
mission taken from you.” “I could 
wish,” answered the young man, “ to 
act consistently in every thing; but 
sinee you press me, with that regard to 
my honour which you have always 
shown, I shall endeavour to vindicate 
that honour in- the manner your eti- 
quette requires ; ——>. before, I 
must own, I gloried in forgiveness, as 
the victory of reason over ion, and 
as a christian virtue.” He immediately 
desired his friend to go, and appoint the 

r to meet him early in the 
morning. Accordingly they met and 
fought ; the brave youth d d his 
adversary, and compelled him to make 
a public acknowledgment. This done, 
he threw up his comniission, and desired 
the king’s leave to return to his father. 
At parting, he embraced his brother 
and his friend with tears, saying, he did 
not imagine the christians had been 
such unaccountable le; and that 
he would not believe their faith was of 
any use to them, if it did not influence 





Anecdote of Reynolds. 


A Lapy applied to the late philanthro- 
ist of Bristol, Richard Reynolds, on 
half of a little orphan boy. After he 
bad given liberally, she said, “ When 
he is old enough, [ will teach him +o 
name thank _ his factor ” 
“ Stop,” said the good man, “ thou art 
mistaken ; we do not thank the clouds 
for rain. Teach him to look higher, and 
thank Him who giveth both the clouds 
and the rain.” 


_—-.—— 


Lord Bacon; Doctors Young, and Hart- 
ley on Infidelity. 


“ Waar is éruth? said seoffing Pilate, 
aud would not stay for an auswer. Cer- 
tainly, there be, that delight im giddi- 
ness, and who count it a bondage to fix 
a belief; affecting free-will in thinking, 
as well as in acting; and though the 
sects of philosophers of that kind be 
gone, yet there remain certain discours- 
ing wits, which are of the same vein; 
though there be not so much blood in 
them, as was in these of the ancients, 
Bat, it is not only the difficulty and the 
labour, which men take in finding out 
of iruth,— nor again, that when it is 
found, it improveth upon men’s 
thoughts, Bary well lies into way 
but a na r corrupt love 
the ie itself.” Lord Bacon. 
“ Weigh, and weigh well the won- 
drons truths I have im view; which 
cannot be weighed teo much: which 
the more they are weighed, amaze the 
more : which, to have sup before 
they were revealed, would have beenas 
great madness, and to have presumed 
on, as great sin, as it is now madness 
and sin not to believe. Such precious 
and i news is brought us by 
Revelution: that Revelation, whieh is 
rejected and despised by those who 
affect to be thought wiser and happier 
than the rest of mankind.” OUR. 


Missionary Epitome. 





[SupPLeMenrT, 


Pie eter for the christian reli- 
stems to. be so clear and pie 
that no person who is previously quali- 
fied by benevolence, piety, and the 
moral sense, can refuse his assent to it. 
But if the christian religion be. true, it 
must be of great importance ; andif of 
great importance itis a duty of natural 
religion to inquire into it. As who de- 
termines it is of no importance, deter- 
mines at once, that it is false. - But it is 
too evident to all impartial observers, 
that these who disbelieve, or affect to 
disbelieve, have not made a serious, ac- 
curate ingniry; such a one as they 
would make about a worldly concern of 
moment; but content themselves, and 
endeavour to perplex others, with ge- 
neral objections, mixed, for the most 
part, with ridicule and raillery ;—things 
that are manifest hiadrances in the 
search after truth; and it may be of 
some use to observe, that notwithstand- 
ing the great prevalence of infidelity in 
the present times, it is seldom found to 
eonsist with an accurate knowledge of 
history, sacred and prefane, and never 
with an exalted piety and devotion to 
God. Should any unbelievers think this 
censure too severe, let him examine his 
own heart.” Hi 


Christ’s Procession to the Temple. 
“Tue whole of the city was agitated, 
saying, ‘ Who is this?’ The attending 
disci could be at no loss for an an- 
swer, Which of the prophets had not 
put it into their mouths?‘ Who is this?’ 
Ask Moses, and he shall tell you, ‘ The 
Seed of the woman who shall bruise the 
serpent’s head ;—Ask your Father Ja- 
cob, ‘The Shiloh of the ‘Tribe of 
Judah; David, ‘The Kivgof glory ;’ 
Isaiah, ‘ kmmanuel, — Wonderful,— 
Counsellor,—Mighty God,— Father of 
the Ages, ~— Prince of Peace; Jere- 
miah, ‘* Righteous Branch; Duniel, 
‘The Messiah; John the Baptist, 
‘Lamb ef God,—The God of the Pro- 
phets, —-My Beloved Son in whom I am 
well pleased ;’ The Devils, ‘ The Holy 
One of God” On no one side hath 
Christ left himself without a testimony.” 

Bishop Hall's ions. 
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herd ftom whom they had strayed.” “ In February, (1818,) we pereeived, among 
our Esquimaux, a new awakening, and much earnestness to makejtheir calling and 
election sure.” ‘The congregation consists of about 100 adults. 

A-similar account comes from Nain and Okkak in this country. At Nain, the 
wholé number of Esquimaux on the settlement is 196, of whom 155 are members 
of the congregation. At Okkak, 237 residents; of which 178 are members. 

Care or Goop Hope.—The work of the Lord is gradually proceeding at Groe- 
nekloof,in this colony. The converts appear to be steady in their profession, and 
to be distinguished for greatsimplicity. One of the Hottentots observes ; “ For- 
merly, I found much to praise in my own character and behaviour, and a great 
deal to blame in the uct of ethers. But this only showed my blindness; and, 
blind:as E. was, I thought I might appear just before God ; yet I always remained 
unhappy in my heart. Oh, that I might know myself as the chief of sinners ; then 
Is enjoy more of his grace, and be more happy!” - 

At this place, a new building is erected for worship ; and Lord C. Somerset, 
the Governor, was so pleased with it, when visiting the settlement, that he desired 
a ge of it, as a model for the erection of other places of worship in the 
colony. 

The pleasant and flourishing settlement of Gnradenthal was alse visited: by the 
Gevernor, who expressed his favourable disposition to it, by presenting 300 rix- 
dollars, (652. sterling,) in the names of himself and his daughters, for the use of the 
— = generous example was followed by Captain Sheridan, who accompa- 
a rdship. 

At this numerous settlement, religion appears to be steadily advancing. The 
following instance may serve as a specimen ef Hottentot experience : —“ In one 
of tte classes met for edifying conversation, a woman said ; ‘I thought, formerly, 
that, having better clothes, and looking more respectable than others, I shou 
attdin before them to baptism and the Lord’s supper. Sitting one inthe church 
between twe very ill-dressed persons, I was sere of being noticed, and I looked 
on them with contempt. But I ‘had the vexation to see that both of them became 
partakers of these blessings before me. But not even this brought down my 

ide, Being, some time after, in the field, 1 observed’ a bird flying at a great 

eight in the air ; but, at last, he was obliged to descend, to.get food. It was as if 
some one said to me,‘ Thus you also mast come down, if you would have the bread 
of life, and partake of the grace of our Saviour.’ He gaveme grace to be hum- 
bled in my own eyes. Since that time, I have learnt to value poverty, and humi- 
lity of heart; and I pray him to grant me still more of a lowly mind. 

e Moravians are particularly attentive to the situation and appearance of 
their settlements ; and of Gnadenthal they say ; “‘ It is traly an enchanting sight 
to overlook the Kraal from the hill behind our en. The numberless blooming 
peach, , apple, and other trees, with the fresh green of the , and the 
dark r of the newly-tilled gardens, form a most delightful play of colours; in 
the midst of which, the heases are so well sheltered, that one can but with diffi- 

here and there discover smal! parts of the grey roofs :” a description, that 
reminds us of many parts of ourown Devonshire. We rejoice that the prospe- 
rity of Gnadenthal is not confined to its outward affairs, though we must congra- 
tulate South Africa on the introduction of the plough, in company with the Bible. 

population of Gnadenthal is upwards of 1000. 

A new settlement has been lately formed on the Witte or White River, on the 
borders of Caffraria. The country is beautiful and fertile, and the situation well- 
chosen. The brethren had but just begun to feel themselves settled, and their 
missionary work was but just commencing with pleasing prospects, when the Caf- 
fres suddenly came upon them, in t numbers, and drove off the greatest part 
of the cattle of the settlement. ey were in daily alarm from the inroads of 
elephants, lions, tigers, and wolves; but their danger from these animals was 
trifling, compared with that arising from the bands of the wild Caffres lurking 
a the thickets. Their sitnation has, indeed, been very distressing; but they 
have enabled to sustain it with a fortitude which has excited the surprise 
and the commendation of the inhabitants of Cape Town. Having lost several of 
their Hottentots, and nearly all their cattle, for the present, they have abandoned 
their post ; and are now under the protection of Colonel Cuyler at Uitenhagen. 

Wesr-Inpizs.—St. Crorx. The missionaries complain, that the confusion of 
ianguages in this island is a great hindrance to them in peenching. Os fos 1. 
“ Even the field-negroes have got into the habit of speaking what they . 
lish ; having picked up many English words and phrases, during the ape. raga of 
these islands by tlie British. Their lan is now a hotch-potch, m up of 
English, Creole, and a variety of words taken from different Guinea languages, 
most unin ibly mixed, but considered, by them, as good English.” 

Cone. Mag. Supp. 1819. 5 L 
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The progress of the missions in the Danish islands is not rapid, but do not 
— Many have, in the course of the last year, to the 
church. 

In February, 1819, a large building was dedicated to the worship of God at 
Friedensfeld, in St. Croix. ‘The was overflowing ; and eve 
were several members of the legislature. . 

At Antigua, “ the work of God not only continues with his blessing upon it, 
but is on the increase.” Ona late occasion, sixty-two were added to the congre- 
gation, by holy baptism, or by reception. of those who were received, eighteen 

been baptized by the missionaries in infancy. Mr, Richter says; “I have 
now been twelve years in Antigua, but have never seen’ our meetings so well at- 
tended as at present.” Mr. Richter is about to commence a mission at Dominica. 
For this purpose, he says; “I visited some estates, in order to learn whether the 
negroes themselves, (the planters solicited the mission,) were desirous to hear the 
gospel. Those with whom I conversed assured’ me, that they would rejoice to 
see teachers come to them; for they complained that they could not comprehend 
the meaning of the services in the Roman Catholic church. There is a Spanish 
priest-here, who reads the mass in Latin.” 

A fourth station is now occupied in this island at Pigot’s. By the suggestion 
and assistance of several members of the legislature, and other respectable per- 
sons, a large place of worship has lately been erected, and is filled with attentive 
hearers. Mr. Stobwasser speaks, with great satisfaction and delight, of the eager- 
ness of the people to receive instruction, and of the cordial affection and unani- 
— subsisting among the brethren. The number of hearers here is about 
600. 


GREENLAND.—LIcHTENAU. Mr. Kleinschmidt has finished a translation of the 
New Testament into the Greenland language; and it is about to be printed by 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. The congregation here is about 500. 
“* Most of our Greenlanders,” says*Mr. Beck, “ have learnt that most important 
lesson,—that there is no good in ourselves, but that we must keep close to Jesus, 
as poor creatures, standing in constant need of his help and mercy. Of the great- 
est pest of eur congregation, we may say with confidence, that their words and 
walk give us great joy and encouragement. 

This mission has received considerable aid.from the London Missionary Society, 
and other friends, whereby it is enabled to carry on its benevolent and useful ope- 


rations. 


THE CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
West Arrica.—Sierra Leone. 


Freetown. The national system has lately been introduced into the schools 
here, with considerable advantage to the scholars. At the last public examina- 
tion, there were present 301 boys, and 133 girls, which, with absentees from sick- 
ness, &c. make a total of 574. 

Curistian Instrrution, LercesteR Mountain. An important, and, it is hoped, 
a beneficial change has taken place in the plan of this Institution. In our last 
account we stated, that 203 re-captured ro-children were here receiving in- 
struction. At the suggestion of Governor M‘Carthy, these children have been 
distributed iu other schools, except twenty-five of the most promising youths, who 
are retained for the purpose of receiving a superior education. ey are to be 
traiaed up for christian teachers among their countrymen; and this institution 
now assumes something of the nature of a college for West Africa. In connexion 
with this object, od esr teen.. and priuting ef the works already in preparation 
in the Susoo and Bullom a is also contemplated. It is hoped, moreover, 
that by appointing persons of learning at the head of this institution, such an ac- 
quaintance | at le be obtained with the various native tongues which are 
not yet reduced to fixed principles, by writing, &c., that the Scriptures, and other 
books, may be translated into them, and proper persons be sent to communicate 
instruction to the numerous tribes on the coast, and in the interior of West Africa. 
The cultivation of Arabic will be particularly attended to, with a view of gaining 
access to the Mahometans. We sincerely hope thé pious views of the institution 
"7 be fully realized. 

EGENT’S Town. Thi schools at this place continue in a state of prosperity. 

At the examination, in January last, there were 127 boys, and 108 girls, with 184 

men and boys, and 80 women in evening schools. With a view to qualify them to 

become teachers of their countrymen, several of the communicants receive extra 

ca by oe te Two school-houses. are erected ; one 70 feet by 30, and the other 
eet, ‘ 

The improvementin the external condition of the people ts very rapid, and de- 
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monstrates the energy and happy influence of those principles which begin to 
prevail among them. Mr. Johnson writes ; “ I have cleared, with the boys, about 
twenty acres of land, which are planted with cassadas, yams, cocva, plantains, ba- 
nanas, and coffee. I hope we shall soon be able to support, in good part at least, 
the boys and girls with our own produce. By Mr. Jo 's skilland ability, to- 
gether with the bodily strength and hearty zeal of his people, a new road has been 
cut through vast rocks, from Regent’s Town to Leicester Mountain, and is intended 
to p to Free Town. ‘The task was completed in considerably less than one 
month, although the extent is full two miles. It is to he recollected, that religion 
gives the spring to these exertions. 

But that which will afford most delight to every true Christian, is the progress 
which vital religion seems to be making at this place. Mr. Johnson says, on this 
subject, “ Old and young are hungering and thirsting after righteousness. I have 
encountered many doubts and fears, on account of the number, who seem to be 
concerned for their souls, being so great; but I am more happy now, as a change 
has evidently taken place in their conduct.” 

By the last accounts, the communicants amounted to 263. The church was al- 
ways well attended ; and the people, in general, became more moral and indus- 
trious, upward of 500 maintaining themselves, and much land being cleared and 
cultivated. A considerable impression appears to have taken place among the 
younger part of Mr. Johnson’s people. They have been observed retiring into 
the woods for prayer ; and, by moonlight, the mountains have been heard to echo 
with the hymns of little groupes of them, assembled in different places. We can- 
not forbear trespassing a little on our limits, to give some extracts from Mr. John- 
son’s letters on this subject. “ After service,” he says, “I was told by one of my 
servants, that the school-boys wished to speak to me. I bade them come in; when 
one boy came forward, and said, they had been in the field to pray, but they did 
not know how; but they had heard that Jesus Christ prayed for them that loved 
him ; they wished to know if that was so. I then spoke to them on the office of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, as our high-priest, who is not a high-priest which cannot 
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but ever liveth to make interces- 
sion for us. They went away with joy.” 

A few days afterwards, Mr. Johnson overheard a boy praying with his compa- 
nions, whose words deeply impressed him. ‘“ His whole soul,” says Mr. Johuson, 
“ seemed to be Sdenged. He spoke loud and distinctly. One part of his prayer 
came with power to my heart. ‘ O Lord Jesus Christ, we been so long on the 
way to hell, and we no been know. We been hear your good word so long, and 
we no been consider. O learn us how to follow you now! We live nigh hell !*O 
Lord Jesus, save-us! Take us away from hell-fire! We want yon to do it now! 
this night! our sins too much! O Lord, save us!’ I was so affected,” says Mr. 
Johnson, “ that I could stay no longer. My heart was full.” 

Every opportunity is taken of affording adequate instruction and edification to 
the converts. A meeting for prayer is held every Wednesday evening; and on 
Saturday evenings, another for conference and prayer with communicants and 
candidates for baptism. A meeting is also held on the first Monday in each month, 
to pray for the success of missions throughout the world, and, in particular, for 
those of the Society. “ The simple and artless accounts,” says Mr. Johnson, 
“‘ which the untutored negroes sometimes give on these occasions, of the workings 
of divine grace on them, are such as to warm the heart of every one! who has 
tasted that the Lord is gracious.” 

A missionary association is formed at this place ; and at its first anniversary, 
December 7th, 1811, the meeting was chiefly composed of negroes. Mr, Macau- 
lay Wilson, who is son of the old Bullom King, and will probably succeed his 
father, was appointed treasurer, and spoke with much pious feeling on the occa- 
sion. ‘Several liberated negroes followed. We have room only for a short extract. 
After endeavouring to impress the minds of his sable brethren with the awful 
realities of another world, one of these emancipated negroes said ; ‘“‘ We must 
believe that Jesus shed his blood for sinners, and pray for our country-people. If 
we cannot speak English, we must pray in our country tongue. Jesus can hear 
for he knows our thoughts. Suppose we work not for the king, and have but 
little money, we must give little. When we go to Free Town, suppose we havea 
few coppers, we want not more, we no want house and plenty things there, be- 
cause we no live there: so we are strangers in the world, and should trust in the 
Lord, and be easy with little, that we may spare some for send missionary to our 
country-people. Suppose we don't belicve, we must give an account of every 
-word we hear, and then we shall have nothing to say ; but if we belong to Jesus, 
he waits to take us to heaven, where there is no sickness nor sorrow, but we shall 
5L2 
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the song of Moses and the Lamb.” A collection was made on the occasion, 

rs Ay amounted to 5/.:and upward. ° 
We congratulate the conductors of this mission on these encouragements, amidst 
events of a calamitous nature. The rains of the present year, on the western 
coast of Africa, have been unusually severe and Uninterrupted, beyond those of 
any season in the memory of man; and sickness and mortality have prevailed, 
more than ordinarily, among natives as well as Europeans. The So- 
ciety, from this cause, has experienced a similar stroke to that felt last year, in 
the death of Mr. Garnon and others. -They have now te mourn the loss of the 
Rev. Mr. Collier and Mr. Cates, both zealous and faithful labourers; and Mrs. 
Jesty, the excellent wife of one of the schoolmasters. They all died within a few 
days of each other, and left the survivors ama at mere sem mae 
of their departed , and willing es to devote their lives 
with the utmost cheerfulness, to the best of causes. The accounts of the 
deaths of these excellent persons, and the sentiments of the survivors, are truly 
affecting and edifying; and we are sorry our limits will net allow of transcribing 


Gtoucester Town. Mr. Diiring, of the Lutheran church, is labouring here 
still with success. and con as at Regent’s Town, are established 
here. By the last accounts, 202 children and adults were receiving education. 
Not three years since, the present town wasa forest. Nearly the whole of its 
African inhabitants have been rescued from the holds of slave vessels. At the 
pe ay eigen of the school, they appeared neatly clad, intelligent, and well-be- 

ved. 

In December, 1817, five adults were baptized ; and three in the month follow- 
ing. These were tli first-frnits among the negroes. One of them proved insin- 
cere; but of the rest, Mr. Diiring says, “ They are shining lights among a wicked 
and perverse generation.” The people, when first received from the slave ships, 
are little removed, (a few tribes excepted,) from the very brutes in habits and di 
positions. Mr. Diiring, however, says; “ The day is dawning, and Satan sees his 
empire receiving one blow after another. My people begin to feel themselves 
men. The eager desire for instruction increases every day, as they begin to see 
its benefits. 

A missionary association is likewise formed at this station, and has produced 
good effects. Mr. Diiring, sketching some of the characters of his negro converts, 
of one of them says; “ Vain, foolish, and proud, in the highest degree, he com- 
monly went by the name of ‘ Wild Tom ; but since his principles are changed, he 
is'aoticed, by every individual of the place, as an example of love and serious- 
ness ;, for seriousness of demeanour, indeed, he deserves to be styled a shining 

t. 

At the Saturday evening conferences, much simplicity of faith, hwmility, ten- 

derness of conscience, and holy joy, are manifested by these once enslaved and 


degraded fellow-men. 
(To be continued. ) 
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I. STATISTICAL VIEW OF DISSENTERS IN ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Wishing to make this department of our work as complete as possible, we 
earnestly our corres ts to furnish us with all documents and informa- 
tion relating to it, addressed to the Editors, at the Publisher’s. 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE. son, who succeeded Mr. Simson, 


(Continued from pag? 762.) 
Sawsron.—It is upwards of eighty 
years since the gospel was first intro- 
duced to this village. About the year 
1760, Mrs. Saran HayYLock, who was 
a daughter of William Dunch, Esq. a 

t friend of Oliver Cromwell, (the 
amilies having intermarried,) fitted up 
abarn, which was supplied, every six 
weeks, by neighbouring ministers. Mr. 
Simson, of Cambridge, commenced the 
preaching there ; in which Mr. Bonp 
and Mr. Curtis assisted. Mr. RoBIN- 


reached a lecture at Sawston, month- 
ly, to about fifty - Mrs. Hay- 
lock, who first fitted up the barn, died 
February the 14th, 1778. Her funeral 
sermon was preached by Mr. Robinson, 
at Cambridge, from Psalm xlv. 9.— 
“ Her life,” says Mr. Robinson, ‘ was 
- mes a for in her 
uman eur true religion were 
happily united.” She was buried at 
Sawston; where over her grave her 
friends thought fit to place an epitaph, 
composed by Mr.Robinson, describing, 
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in .strains of warm ric, her ex- 
cellent character. this entleman con- 


tinued the monthly lecture at ons 


till near the time of his deceas@, in the. 


year 1790. A prayer ing was kept 
up by Messrs. orale Pooky til 
their death; it afterwards declined, 
and was then for a time discontinued. In 
1798 or 1794, a monthly,Jecture, on the 
Lord’s-day evening, was meed by 
Messrs. NE, of Duxford, and R. 
HAL, of Cambridge, which continued 
till 1810. In 1805, the prayer mee 
was again established, and attende 
chiefly by hearers of Messrs. Pyne, of 
Duxford, and Simeon, of Cambridge; 
the latter of whom, at that time, preach- 
ed at Stapleford, in conjunction with his 
curate, Mr. Thomason. In September, 
1810, the barn at Sawston was opened, 
for regular preaching, on the Lord’s 
day, and was well attended. In 1811, 
the erection of a meeting-house, which 
measures 40 feet by 30, with a gallery 
in front, was commenced. It was open- 
ed March the 24th, 1812, by Messrs. 
Kinghorn, of Norwich, Hillyard of 
Bedford, and Wilkinson, of Walden. 
Mr. TyLer, from Homerton Academy, 
having accepted the call of the church 
to become their pastor, was ordained, 
December the 15th, 1812. Mr. Tyler 
was succeeded by Mr. Josern Irons, 

reviously pastor of the church at 
Hoddesdon, who also removed from 
Sawston, in 1819. Since th,t time the 
congregation has been variously sup- 
plied. The meeting is still well attend- 
ed, and there is a Sunday school ina 
prosperous state. 

GreEaTSHELFORD.— Before the erec- 
tion of any place of worship for dissen- 
ters, in this village, Mr. Berrings fre- 

uently, jin his excursions, preached in 
the nearit. Onone of these occa- 
sions, previous to the commencement 
of his discourse, he observed some 
gownsmen, who had the appearance of 
having come for the purpose of inter- 
rupting him. To prevent this, he de- 
termined first to address the parties 
separately, which he did, in a manner 
so suitable to the occasion, that, what- 
ever might have been their intentions, 
they “suffered him to proceed without 
molestation. Mr. Berridge continued 
for several years to preach-in this 
neighbourhood. The Rev. THomas 
THOMASON, now a Missionary at Cal- 
cutta, in the East Indies, formerly re- 
sided here, and had a religious exercise 
on the evening of every Lord’s day, in 
one of his out-houses, which was well 
attended. The poor people of the vil- 
lage have also, for a series of years, 
conducted a prayer meeting among 
themselves. At length, in 1812, Mr. 
Nutter, of Cambridge, who had retired 
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to Shelford, there to reside, 
excellent village 


preaching, on the Lord’s 

only, on the gard of pet Soy Fs that 
time, he has made 

meeting-house i contain 
500 persons. In” ar 1814 or 1815, 
Mr. Burcess came from London to 
Shelford, and commenced preaching 
constantly tothe people. The meeting- 
house is well attended; and: there ee 
large Sunday school in connexion 

t - : - “ 


Sonam.—It is recorded that, before 
the year 1692, the Rey. Mr. Wricut, 
who was Chaplain to Lady Clark, of 
Snailwell, a village, distant about two 
miles from Soham, on the road to New- 
market, yoo here occasionally. 
This is probably the same Mr. Abraham 
i who was ej from his 
rectory of Chevely, and of whose 
sufferings, under persecution, Calamy, 
in his continuation, volume i. page 158 
— 163, has presefved so interesting a 
memorial. After he-was turned out of 
his rectory, Calamy states, that he re- 
moved to Wimbish, near Saffron-Wal- 
den, where he preached, and occaston- 
ally at other places. It bas already been 
mentioned, under Burwell, (page 438 
of the present volume,) that’a church 
of sixteen members was collected and 
formed here by Mr. GEorGE Dovucnaty, 
June, 1692, and that he preached 
sometimes at and so! at 
Soham, till November 3, 1695 ; ¥ it 
was determined that both places should 
have equal service, on all days of public 
worship. In 1712, Mr. Doughty left 
Burwell, and confmed himself exclu- 
sively to Soham. His church records 
are continued to June, 1734, a few 
years after which he died, but the pre- 
cise time is not known. It a 
however, that, in 1734, his church was 
in a flourishing state, both with respect 
to religion, and che number of its mem- 
bers. In June, 1722, a Mr. WiLDBeaR 
came to Soham. He was professedly a 
Presbyterian, and Mr. Doughty a Con- 
gregationalist ; but they lived on terms 
of fri ip with each other, till the 
death of! latter, whose congregation 
theren: persed, some of join- 
ing the clyfrch at Isleham, some that at 
Burwell, iad others attaching them- 
selves to Mr. Wildboar, at Soham. 

In 1741 or 1742, Mr. Wildboar re- 
moved to Hull, in Yorkshire; and, in 
the course of the succeeding twenty 
years, the congregation had a rapid 
succession of ministers, neither of 
whom continued for any considerable 
space of time. Their names were, Ricn- 
ARDSON ; Jones; Morrice; Ur- 


quart; Cranston; SHERWIN; and 
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Srepnens. In January, 1762, Mr. 
Tuomas Apam came to Sobam, the 
charch roy f previous thereto dis- 
solved; and it was not till July the 
boy 1; cu the congregational plan. 
on congrega ° 
by! bpm how from the first coming 
of Mr. Wildboar 
reputedly, Presbyterian. On the 
September, 1772, Mr. Adam was 
called to the pastoral office, and on 
the Ist of November, 1772, he admi- 
nistered the Lord’s Supper to nine com- 
municants. The church, from that time, 
began to increase. He is stated by Mr. 
Thompson,* on the faith of a corres- 
pondent, who was considered to be a 
competent judge, to have been the 
best scholar and the most intelligent 
independent minister in the county. 
A solid rigs a “y gg —_—_ 
an a able very. In age, 
he Saneviod a cooled wile. much og 
ger than himself, SR pone he hada 
numerous family. This subjected him 
to many privations; and he was, lat- 
terly, so impoverished, as to be com- 
pelled to obtain relief from the boanty 
of neighbouring churches. In this act 
of benevolence, it is added, the youn- 
ger parts of the con tion, with 
great propriety, dist them- 
selves. The church, at the time of Mr. 
Adam’s death, was very small, consist- 
ing of only three females, and there 
were but few hearers. In this state it 
was found by their present pastor, Mr. 
Roor, who preached to them with little 
rent success, till 1860, when the 
rch was again formed, and he was 
chosen pastor. The only place of wor- 
ship they had at that time wasa build- 
ing, which had been originally a barn ; 
but in 1803, the increase of hearers 
warranted the erection of a neat cha- 
1, which was opened by the Rev. 
essrs. Gardiner, of Cambridge, and 
Sheppard, of Ely. The charch and 
congregation are yet small; the former 
consisting of about fifteen persons. 
' Soham Church.—About the 
year 1750, a few Baptists at Fordham 
and Soham, of whom some had with- 
drawn from neighbouring churches, 
and others had never joined any church, 
formed themselves into a strict Baptist 
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charch, under the direction of the Rev. 
George Simson, A.M, pastor of the 
— charch at Cambridge, chose 
their deacons ; and ordained for their 
pastor the Rev. Jonn Eve, who exer- 
cised his ministry among them till 1771, 
when he removed, to take charge of a 
Baptist church at Wisbeach. The 
charch at Soham being very small, at 
the period of. Mr. Eve’s departure, dis- 
solved ; but, in less than a year, they 
re-embodied, chose their deacons, and 
called to the office of an elder among 
them the late pious and excellent An- 
DREW FuLLeER, who afterwards resided 
at Kettering, in Northamptonshire, and 
was a man of considerable literary cele- 
brity. Under Mr. Fuller, the chureh 
and congregation prospered abundantly. 
The former, in 1774, consisted of twen- 
ty members ; the latter of one hundred 
and fifty persons. On the 22nd of Oc- 
tober, 1782, Mr. Fuller left Soham; and 
was succeeded by Mr. West, now of 
Dublin, who accepted the church's calt 
in December, 1783, and continued with 
them a little more than three years, re- 
ceiving, in May, 1787, at his own re- 
uest, a dismission to Carleton, in Bed- 
rdshire. On July the 24th following, 
a Mr. Francis Buanp accepted a call 
to the ministry-at Soham, and conti- 
nued with the church till the 2nd of 
January, 1803. Mr. Bland was suc- 
ceeded by Mr. Gispurne; but this 
gentleman, embracing the Socinian doc- 
trine, was compelled to quit his con- 
nection with the church, which was, in 
consequence, for a time, again dissolved. 
On the 2nd of July, 1809, the present 
pee, the Rev. G. NorMAN, came to 
ham; and, after preaching for some 
time to those who adhered to the doc- 
trines which are usually denominated 
orthodox, or Calvinistic, the church was 
formed » on the 1ith of April, 
1810 ; and, on the 27th of June follow- 
ing, Mr. Norman was ordained over 
them ; since which the church and con- 
gregation have been increasing. 

Soham Unitarian Baptists.—The Uni- 
tarians continue to meet in Soham ; but 
the number is very small, and they have, 
at present, no settled pastor. 

(To be continued.) 


II. MISCELLANEOUS, 


Leicestershire Association. 
Tue Leicestershire Independent Minis- 
ters held their yearly Association, Oc- 
tober 6, 1819, at the Rev. E, Webb’s 
Meeting-House, Bond Street, Leicester. 
The business of the Association was 
transacted in the afternoon. One great 





* MS. in Dr. Williame’s Library. 


object of this Association is to promote 
the knowledge of the gospel in the 
county and its vicinity, by village 
preaching and other itinerant labours, 
for the soe = which the several 

gations ing to the Asso- 
atoa make weiteutignn 


British System of Education. 
Our readers will be gratified by every 
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instance of the progress 
The sole object of the British and Fo- 
reign School Society, being to promote 


of instraction. 


the reading of the Holy Scriptures with- 
out note or comment, every opening for 
its operation at home and abroad de- 
serves the support of all who duly esti- 
mate scriptural knowledge. 

We have had the S 4 ore to observe, 
inthe “ Times” of October 25, a let- 
ter from the Duke del Infantado, to 
the Secretary, inclosing a copy of the 
royal decree of his Majesty the King of 
Spain, establishing a central school at 

adrid, for training teachers, and au- 
thorising a school in all the principal 
towns of Spain; appointing Don Juan 
Kearney, (who studied the system with 
great perseverance, at the Society’s 
establishment in the Borongh Road,) 
director general at Madrid. A second 
decree has since been published, en- 
larging the plan; and we understand 
that masters are crowding to the cen- 
tral school to learn the method. 

The Secretary has also lately visit- 
ed the Netherlands, and assisted at the 
formation of a British School Society at 
Brussels, which has obtaisied the sanc- 
tion of the lic authorities, and the 
patronage of the Prince of Orange. A 
more important object as it regards the 
common people cannot be presented to 
the attention of the benevolent; of the 
labouring classes not one in an hundred 
can read, The scriptures are not known 
among them, and if t were, they 
would be a “ sealed book.”— Of a popu- 
lation of about three millions, it would 
be too large a proportion to deduct one 
third, who are in circumstances to send 
their children to the numerous respect- 
able schools which are to be found in 
the principal towns ; so that there are 
upwards of two millions of the Flemish 
people unable to read. A system of 
Sunday School instruction has been 
commenced at Brussels and Ghent; 
where the scholars are taught the 
Roman Catholic catechism by the ear, 
for scarcely any of themcanread. The 
Dutch government are not inattentive 
to the great want of education, and 
have had measures under consideration 
for some time, but with great liberality 
they have countenanced the introduc- 
tion of the British system, which is not 
considered in the light of a rival plan, 
but as aiding in the same cause. 

The Minister of Public Instruction 
has written to the Secretary in the 
following terms : — 

“ I have observed with satisfaction, in 
the note which accompanied your last 
letter, that you have already assembled 
to form the plan of a Society, intended 
to propagate, at Brussels, the system 
which you patronise ; the prosperity 
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which it. may obtain, and which I sin- 
cerely wish, cannot fail to be advanta- 
geous to the lower classes.” 

A subscription was immediately open- 
ed, in which many of the Belgians came 
forward, as volunteers, to carry ou the 
work. The schools are to be open to 
children of all denominations without 
distinction. 

Church Missionary Society. 

Tue Church Missionary Society have 
sent out nineteen Missionaries; and 
others during the last ome to West 
Africa, eight ; to North India; two; and 
to New Zealand, nine ; and on Friday, 
the 19th of November, several more 
received their instructions, and were 
addressed by the Rev. Mr. cee of 
Bristol, at Free-Mason’s-Hall, after a 
sermon, preached on the occasion at 
St. Bride’s Church, Fleet Street, by the 
Rev. Mr. Marsh, of Colchester. 


City of London Bible Society, 
THE seventh annive of the City 
of London Auxiliary Bible Society 
was held, at the Egyptian-Hall, Man- 
sion-House, on Thursday, November 
the 4th, which was more numerously 
and respectably attended than is re- 
membered on any former occasion; a 
very large portion consisted of ladies. 

The im nce of Bible Associations 
appears from the following statement 
of the Society’s accounts : ‘ 

. & dd 


Balance in hand last year 15 4 11 
Amount of donations to 

the Auxiliary 7612 0 
Annual subscriptions 341 5 6 
Cash paid by Associations 882 © 0 
Sale of Bibles to sub- 





scribers 8 5 4 
1,323 7 9 
The Report stated the importance of 
the Society, at the present alarming 
juncture ; suitably ed, as “a day 


of rebuke and blasphemy.” It adverted 
to the Merchant Seamen’s Auxiliary 
Bible Society, which had supplied 1000 
vessels, containing 160,000 seamen, with 
the word of God, and was stated to be 
in full avtivity. 

Within the last ten months, 645 ves- 
sels have been visited and supplied, 
containing 9,717 seamen, of whom 8,483 
are able to read, and who have been 
fursished, itously, with 452 Bibles 
and 1,372 Testaments, while 266 Bibles 
and 117 Testaments have been sold, at 
half-cost price, to seamen in the foreign 
trade: and, in little more than three 
months, 330 Bibles and 172 Testaments 
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have been sold, at reduced prices, to 
seamen in the coasting vessels. . 


Further Extracts from the interesting 
Work mentioned in our last Number, 
on Slavery in America. 

“‘To the Honourable the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the Uni- 
ted States of America, in Congress 
assembled. | 


“The Memorial of the American Con- 
vention for promoting the Abolition 
of Slavery, and improving the Cendi- 
tion of the African Race ; 


“ Respectfully sheweth, 

“Thata coincidence of circumstances, 
‘materially affecting the interests of hu- 
manity, in relation to slavery and the 
Slave Trade, having induced a special 
meeting of the delegates of the several 
societies iu different parts of the United 
States which compose this convention, 
they are induced to solicit the attention 
of Congress to the following, amon 
other considerations which have claime 
their serious deliberation. 

« By the law of March, 1807, the in- 
treduction of slaves into the United 
States was forbidden, under certain pe- 
nalties and forfeitures, which, it was 
hoped, would not be encountered by 
avarice, or evaded by collusion; a pro- 
vision in that law, however, renewed 
and confirmed by the law of April, 1818, 
allows, that if slaves are imported, th 
shall be disposed of, agreeably to such 
regulations as may be made by the le- 
gislatures of the several states, where 
the importation takes place, —a provi- 
sion which goes far to defeat the object 
of the law. 

The policy which prevails in the slave- 
holding states, authorizes their sale, and 
fixes npon them the seal of perpetual 
bondage. The law of Congress, there- 
fore, in its practical operation, does, in 
fact, consign persons to that very sla- 
very which its general spirit, and its se- 
vere ties, would, on the first im- 
pression, seem calculated to prevent. 
‘That the temptations to import are 
stronger thap the terrors which the laws 
hold out, is not now a matter of suspi- 
cion, but of public notoriety. On 
20th of July last, one hundred 
bats Ap 5 negroes were sold by the 

of New Orleans, as having been 

there, in violation of the laws of 

the United States ; os engi f 
— ee sixty-three were 

at Milledgeville, in Georgia, on account 

a similar Several other 


of introduction. 
instances, of a like character, it is con- 
fideatly 
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covertly prosecated, in different forms, 
with activity and profit. 

* Of the disposition which has been 
made of the proceeds of the forfeitures 
already incurred, your Memorialists 
have no certain iutelligence ; but for 


the honour of their country, in common 
with the lar rtion of the commu- 
nity, whose feelings have been strongly 
excited by these circumstances, they 
anxiously hope that no part of this price 
of human blood and sinews has stained 
the national treasury. 

“* That the law, as it now stands, does 
not, and will not, prevent importations, is 
obvious ; but they believe that a provi- 
sion which should increase the penalties, 
and declare every person, illegally im- 
ported as a slave, to be free, would 
strike at the root of the evil, by destroy- 
ing the motives which now exist for the 
violation of the law. 

“ Your Memorialists beg leave also 
to observe, that, under the act of Con- 
gress, entitled, ‘An Act respecting fu- 
gitives from justice, and persons esca- 
ping from the service of their masters,’ 
various outrages upon the liberties of 

ons legally entitled to their freedom 
ave been committed. They forbear to 
enter, circumstantially, into a considera- 
tion of these outrages, or of the proper 
means of relief, as the subject was fully 
exhibited to the view of Congress at its 
last session ; but they respectfully soli- 
cit your renewed attention to this im- 
portant concern, as the evil stili conti- 
nues, and the remedy, which is solely in 
your power, remains to be applied. 

“ Your Memorialists are likewise de- 
sirous of calling your attention to the 
territory over which Congress holds ex- 
clusive legislation: ‘The patriot, the 
philosopher, and the statesman, look to 
this spot, where the legislative autho- 
rity of the republic has an uncontrolled 
operation, for that perfect system of 
laws which shall at once develep the 
wisdom of the . em a and display 
= justice and benevolence of its po- 

icy. 

‘“* Is it not an incongruous exhibition 
to ourselves, as well as to foreigners, 
who may visit the seat of the govern- 
ment of the nation, whose distinguish- 
ing characteristic is its devotion to tree- 
dom, whose constitution proclaims that 
all men are born equally free, to be- 
hold, on the one hand, the representa- 
tives of the people asserting, with im- 
passioned eloquence, the unalienable 
rights of man ; and, on the other, to see 
our fellow men, children of the same 
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derations, your Memorialists do earnest- 
ly; but respectfully, request your ho- 
nourable body to takento your serious 
consideration the situation of slavery in 
the district of Columbia, and to devise 
a plan for its gradual but certain termi- 
nation, within the limits of your exclu- 
sive legislation; by which all children, 
born of slaves, after a determinate pe- 
riod, shall be free. 
“Signed on behalf and by order of 
the Convention, assembled at 
Philadelphia, December 15,1818. 


“ Tt was resolved, that of the Memo- 
rials presented to Congress by the Con- 
vention, this should have the prece- 
dence. 


“ On the second resolution, which re- 
fers to the education of people of co- 
lour, the Committee, considering, that, 
“the long afflicted descendants of 
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Africa should partake of the advan. 
tages which must flow from education, 
as fitting them gradually, with other me- 
liorating measures, for the enjoyment 
of that freedom and happiness which 
the common parent of mankind has de- 
signed to be the inheritance of his ac- 
countable beings, recommended the 
propriety of encouraging the respec- 
tive societies to make the education of 
the people of colour a.prominent object 
of their concern, and to promote, by 
every means in their power, the remo- 
val of those objections, which unhappily 
becloud the minds of Slave-holders, in 
regard to this interesting obligation : 
and submit a resolution, for the appoint- 
ment of a Committee to prepare an ad- 
dress to the Abolition Societies of the 
United States, soliciting their especial 
care to the education of people of 
colour. 








LIST OF ORDINATIONS. 
(Independent and Baptist,) published in the Year 1819. 


De ee ea 


BEDFORDSHIRE. 
Mipptepitca, Rev. T. Baptist, Big- 
gleswade, July 15, 1819. Removed 
from Rattlesden. 
Tay, Rev. T. Baptist, Southili, May 


6, 1819. 
BERKSHIRE. 

Tyso, Rev. J. Baptist, Wallingford, 

May 19, 1819. 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

Baruinc, Rev. E. (Hoxton,) Indepen- 
dent. The Old Meeting, Bucking- 
ham, July 14, 1819. 

Sxeen, Rey. fT. Yodependent, Wen- 
dover, Jnly 22,1819. Removed from 
Hammersmith. 

Cooper, Rey. James, Baptist, Amer- 
sham, April 6, 1819. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 

Houmes, Rev. W. (Hoxton,) Indepen- 

dent, Wisbeach, April 28, 1819.] 
CORNWALL, 

Dorez, Rev. J. Baptist, Redruth, Oct. 
28,1818. —~ —° 

CUMBERLAND. 

Ivy, Rey. R. (Hackney Academy,) In- 
dependent, Brampton, Sept. 2, 1819. 

DEVONSHIRE. 

Hopoe, Rev. William, Independent, 
Dawlish, April 15, 1819. Mr. Hodge 
was educated under Rey. J. Atkin- 
son, late of Epsom. 

GLANVILLE, Rev. W. Baptist, Sauldon, 
April 9, 1819. 

Gasriet, Rey. W. Baptist, Brixham, 


~ Dee. 8, 1819. 
M. 
») Inde- 


DURHA 
Jonzs, Rev. D. (Idle Academy. 
Cone. Mac. Supp. 1819. 





pendent, Monkwearmouth, August 10, 


1819. 
ESSEX. 
WE ts, Rev. A. (Hoxton,) Independent, 
Coggeshall, April 6, 1819. 
HAMPSHIRE, 
Reynops, Rev. J. Romsey, Nov. 19, 
1818. Removed from Chester. 
Davis, Rev. R. (Gosport Academy,) 
Independent, Totton, Nov. 4, 1818. 
Cooper, Rev. J. R. (Gosport Academy,) 
Independent, Nile -Street Chapel, 
Emsworth, July 15, 1819. 
Tuxcner, Rev.T. Baptist, LongeParish, 
1819, 
HERTFORDSHIRE. 
Swett, Rev. W. (Hoxton,) Independent, 
Bushey, Sept. 31, 1819. 
Pincnsack, Rev. T. Independent, Hod- 
desdon, April 27, 1819. 
HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 
Bexcuer, Rev. J. Baptist, Some 
March 10, 1819. . waite 
KENT. 
Cuapman, Rev, J. Independent, Ash- 
ford, June 22, 1819. 
Dean, Rev. J. Independent, Milton, 
March 31, 1819. 
LEICESTERSHIRE, 
Brmxsy, Rev. J. (Rotherham,) Inde- 
pendent, Earl-Shilton, Aug. 6, 1818. 
LINCOLNSHIRE. 


Haywyes, Rev. T.(Hoxton,) Ind - 
dent, Boston, EAS 8, iat, vail 


MIDDLESEX. 


Srratten, Rev. J. » Nov. 
“ Raowtienbae 











_H 
o ue Lamrebyhune cester, Dec. 16, 1818. 
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Davies, Rev. J. (Independent,) Hare 
Court, London, Co-pastor -with Rev. 
J. Webb, May 19, 1819. Removed 
from Dublin. 

Betsuer, Rev. W.Baptist, Eagle Street, 
London, Dec. 25, 1818 ; late of Wor- 
cester. 


NORFOLK. 


Tennant, Rev. J. (Hoxton,) Indepen- 
dent, Wells, Sept. 22, 1819. 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, 
ITCHIN, Rev. T. Independent, Tow- 
Removed 

from Tattenhall. 

PinkErTON, Rev. J. (NewportPagnell,) 
Independent, Weedon-Beck, May 6, 
1819. 

Goopricu, Rev. 
June 4, 1819. 

Whee ter, Rev. F. (from Bristol Aca- 
demy,) Baptist, Moulton, June 8, 
1819. 


W. Ravensthorpe, 


NORTHUMBERLAND. 
Fercuson, Rev..Thorney-ford Jan. 10, 
1819. Removed from Whitburn. 
Hfhy, Rev. A. (Wymondley,) Indepen- 

dent, Felton, Aug. 1, 1519. 

Samp e, Rev. G. (Bradford Academy,) 
Baptist, Newcastle upon Tyne, Oct. 
21, 1818. 

OXFORDSHIRE. 

Tuomas, Rev. T. Baptist, Oxford, Co- 

- pastor with Rev. J. Hinton, Oct. 
7, 1818. 

SOMERSETSHIRE., 

Husu, Rev. W. Baptist, Croscombe, 
April 27, 1819. 

SUFFOLK. 
GarTHwalire,Rev.W. Wattisfield, Sept. 
15, 1818. Removed from Crafiield. 
Muscortt, Rev. T.(Hackney Academy,) 
Independent, East Bergholt, Sept. 8, 

1819. 

Pearce, Rev. G. (Rotherham,) Inde- 
pendent, Debenham, Oct. 5, 1819. 
Reynoips, Rev. W. Baptist, Ipswich, 

Nov. 10,1818. From London, 

Wurre, Rev.— Baptist, Lowestoff,March 
2,1819. 

Foreman, Rev. T. Baptist, Laxfied, 
Sept. 24, 1818. 

SURREY, 

Isaac, Rev: J. Independent, Hart’s 

Lane, Godalming, Sept. 16, 1819. 
_ SUSSEX. 

TovuvnTeR, Rev. G. gaa In- 
dependent, Rye, an 8, 1818, 

Davis, Rev. W. (Hoxton,) Indepen- 
dent, Hastings, Sept. 15, 1819. 

Noyes, Rev. T. 8S. (Cheshunt College,) 
East Grinstead, Sept. 22, 1819. 

Bannister, Rev. W. (Gosport Aca- 


demy,) (ndependent, Arundel, Sept. 
23, 1819. 


Ordinations of Ministers. 


(SUPPLEMENT, 
WILTSHIRE. 
Goop, Rev. J. E.(Axminster Academy,) 


ey seme dless Street Chapel, 
Salisbury, Oct. 28, 1818. 
Suoverter, Rev. T. Jun. Baptist 


Melksham, April 7, 1819. Remove 
ftom Liverpool. 
Parsons, Rev. J. Baptist, Corsley, 


Oct. 1, 1819. 


YORKSHIRE. 


Smitu, Rev. T. (Independent,) Nether- 
Chapel, Sheffield, Dec. 9, 1819. 

pFox, Rev. T. (Idle Academy,) Duke’s 
Alley, Bolton le Moors, Nov. 5, 1818. 

Newron, Rev. G (Idle Academy,) over 
the united churches at Easingwold, 
and Shepton, Independent, Jan. 5. 
1819. ; 

Hart, Rev. Hugh, Independent, St. 
James’s Street, Parsley, Dec. 29, 
1818. From Wortley. 

Potter, Rev. J. (Rotherham,) Inde- 
pendent, Homley, May 6G, 1819. 

WINTERBOTTOM, Rev. J. (Rotherham,) 
Independent, Barton upon Humber, 
May 25, 1819. 

Sykes, Rev. G. Independent, Rillington, 
June 1, 1819. 

Hutton, Rev. T. (Idle Academy,) In- 
dependent, Pocklington, Aug. 3, 
1819. 

Fiocker, Rev. G. (Hoxton,) Indepen- 
dent, Market-Weighton, April 27, 
1819. 

Ryan, Rev. G. (Rotherham,) Indepen- 
dent, Bridlington, Aug. 24, 1819. 

Syxes, Rev. J. (Rotherham,) Indepen- 
dent, Hornsea, Dec. 24, 1818, 

Hunter, Rev. C. Baptist, Richmond, 
May 23, 1819. 

Haren, Rev. J. Baptist, Masham, 1819. 

Huoues, Rev. 8. (Bradford Academy,) 
Baptist, Rawden, Dec. 9, 1818. 


SCOTLAND. 

Loruian, Rev. W. (Hoxton,) Indepen- 
dent, St. Andrew’s, June 17, 1819. 
WALES. 
DENBIGHSHIRE. 


Hucues, Rev. W. Baptist, Harut, 
1819. 


MONMOUTHSHIRE. * 


Tuomas, Rey. D, Independent, Woals- 
newton, March 24, 1819. 

Puitips, Rev, D. (Abergavenny,)Bap- 
tist, Caerleon, July 28, 1819, * 


Lewis, Rev. ‘J. Baptist, Chepstow, 
Dec, 25, 1818. 
PEMBROKESHIRE. 


Lewis, Rev. W. H, (Carmarthen Col- 
lege,) Independent, Narberth, Nov. 
18, 1818. ' 

Tromas, Rev, W. ent, Sardis, 





and St, Florence, May 19, 1819. 
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LIST OF MEETING HOUSES OPENED. 
Published in the Year 1819. 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.—Aston Cuinton.—Independent, May 26, 1819. 

Tor AyLesBury.— Independent, re-opened, after consi- 
derable enlargement, June 22, 1819. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE.— Camsrivee.—Independent, April 20, 1819. 








> ——————— — Borrtisuam.— Independent, September 8, 1819. 
CHESHIRE.— Runcorn. — Independent, January 12, 1819. 
—— -_-——-— Lymn. — Baptist Meeting, in Cheny Lane, September 14, 1819. 
CORNWALL.—Mevyton near Penryn.— Independent, March 31, 1619. 
—_———— —— Sr. Issey.—Independent, June 1, 1819. 

—— —— Coverarx.—Independent, October 20, 1819. 


DEVONSHIRE.— Paincron. —Independent, November 5, 1818. 

—— —— ——IrracomBe.—Independent, June 23, 1819. 

DORSETSHIRE.— Weymoutu. —Independent,re-opened, after reparation and 
the erection of additional Galleries, July 25, 1819. 

DURHAM. —Sunpertanp.—Independent, July 8, 1818. A large Sunday 
School of 240 Children is established in connexion with the Chapel: but the 
papenee has been very great, and pecuniary assistance is needed. 

ESSEX.—StTanrorp Rivers, near OnGAR.— Independent, October 20, 1819. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE,— Winstone, near Cirencester. —Independent, Sep- 
tember 3, 1819. ‘ 

— — — — ——_ —— Worron-uNnDER-EDGE.— Baptist, October 15, 1818. 

HAMPSHIRE.— Horton-Heatu.—Independent, February 10, 1819. This 
epee House was built at the sole expense of a pious Farmer, who lives on 
the spot. 

——————-— Emswortu.— Nile Street Chapel, re-opened, after a great en- 
largement, July 15, 1819. 

HERTFORDSHIRE.— HertForp.—Back Street Meeting, Independent, No- 
vember 19, 1818. 

——_—— ———— Harpenpen.—Independent, May 27, 1819. 

— — ———_——— BuntinGFrorp.—This Chapel (which had been en- 
larged and repaired in 1812) was accidentally destroyed by fire. It has been 
since re-built by the liberal exertions of the members of the church and con- 
gregation, with the aid of some friends to the interests of religion. The first 
stone was laid on the 2nd March, and the chapel was re-opeved on the 16th 
September, 1819. 

HEREFORDSHIRE.— Hoarwirny, near Ross.— September 21, 1819. 

KENT.—MiLton.—Independent, re-opened after enlargement, March 31, 1818. 

LANCASHIRE.—Breruerton, near Preston.—Independent, June 1, 1819. 

— —-——_ — — SALForD, near Mancuester.—Independent, July 28, 1819. 

LiverProot.—Great Cross-hall Street, Baptist, March 21, 











1819. 
LEICESTERSHIRE.—Letcesrer, in Friar’s Lane.—General Baptist, (after 
enlargement,) October 14, 1818. 
LINCOLNSHIRE. —Caistor.— Independent, December 23, 1818. 
Boston.— Independent, foundation stone laid the 9th of 
March, 1819. Chapel opened October 7, 1819. 





— — ———— Stamrorp.— Independent, September 2, 1819. 

MIDDLESEX.—Sutron, near Hounstow. — Independent, February 25, 1819. 

— — — — Ovp Brentrorv.—Independent, June 8, 1819. 

— — —— Hammersmitn.—Baptist Chapel; re-opened after a great 
enlargement, August 12, 1819. 

— —- —— —— Pentonviliz.—A new Independent Chapel, called Clare- 
mont, erected at the sole expense of one Gentleman, October 1, 1819. 

———— ——- —— Lonpon, Oxford Street.—Baptist, February, 1819. 


— —— ———— GREENForRD.—Baptist, February 16, 1819. 

—— Lonnon.—A new Independent Chapel, on the scite of the 
Compter, in the Poultry, November 17, 1819. 

MONMOUTHSHIRE.— Penwayn, in the Parish of LANviHaNGeL-Lanter- 
NnAM.—Independent, November 11 and 12, 1818. 

— —-—— ——__—_ —— WoaLsnewron.— Independent, March 24, 1819. 

NORFOLK.—Forpuam.— Independent, September 15, 1818. 

Har.eston.— Independent, October 15, 1818. 

————— Watron.— Independent, September 2, 1819. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.—RavenstHonPe.— Independent, 1812. Towards 





—_—_— 
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erecting this Chapel, which, with the Galleries, will seat 300 persons, the 
inhabitants of the village subscribed 330. 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, Lone Bucksy.—Independent. This Chapel was 
re-opened, after considerable enlargement, September 21,1819. 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE.—Ransk111, near BLyta.— Independent, August 29, 
1819. This place was erected chiefly through the persevering exertions of a 
pious and zealous individual. . 
PEMBROKESHIRE. —Temp.etron.— Independent, March 30, 1819. 
RUTLANDSHIRE.—Barrowpben, near Uppincuam.—Baptist, September 


16, 1819. 

STAFFORDSHIRE.— Hantey. — Independent ; re-opened, after great enlarge- 
ment, Angust 28, 1819. 

SUFFOLK.—FramiincHam.—Independent, May 4, 1819. 

—— ——— — Hanvteren.—Baptist, September 2, 1818. 

SURREY. — Mircuam.— Independent, April 28, 1819. 

— — — Reigate. —Independent, Jnne 25, 1819. 
~ —Sutron.—Independent, re-opened, after having been enlarged, 
September 31, 1819. 

———— — Surrey Roan, Webber Street.—Baptist, March 3, 1819, 

SUSSEX.—Ryve.— Independent, May 24, 1817. 

WILTSHIRE.—CrupDWELL, near Malmesbury.—Independent, December 10, 





1818. 
YORKSHIRE.—Easinowotp. - Tndependent, September 8, 1818. 
— — —— —Drirrie_p.— Independent, (afterenlargement,) with the addi- 
tion of galleries, December 20, 1518: 
———_-——— West Cuapet, Wooter.—Independent, December 20, 1818. 
— ————— NorRTHALLERTON.— Independent, January 1, 1819. 
——_—~——— BawTry.— Independent, May 17, 1819. 
— —— ——— RiLtinetron, near New MArton.— Indep » Op 
the Summer of 1818, and cost the friends of religion in the village, 5001. 
—_———Ryron, near New Matton. —Independent, July 11, 1819. This 
place of worship was erected at the sole expense of one Gentleman. 
—_-— Corrincuam —Independent, September 23, 1819. 
———————On Osser Conmon, three miles from Wakefield.—Baptist, 


March, 17, 1819. 
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CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS FOR THE STATISTICS. 


*,* It must be obvions, from the very nature of the Statistical accounts of 
Dissenters which have appeared in our Numbers, that errors and imperfections 
will be, to a certain extent, unavoidable. We shall always feel obliged to such of 
our readers as have it in their power to transmit to us, before the close of the year, 
such corrections or additions as they may be able tomake, with references to the 
authorities by which they are supported : and it is our intention to include these 
in one article in the Supplement. 

The following have been transmitted to us by our correspondents :— 

Supplement of 1818, Vol. 1. 

Page 712, referring to page 5!, for Luton and Houghton Regis, read Dunstable 
and Houglton Regis. 

— — For Haulkner read Faulkner. 

—- — For Tuddington read Toddington. 

—— — For Ramsay read Ramsey. 

—- — For Rutten Morriss read Rution Morris. 

— 710, first article, Fenny Stratford isin Buckinghamshire. 

Vol. 2. 
Page 58, column 2, line 13 from the botttom, after “ removal” insert to Rowell. 

69, add the following particulars of the Baptist church and congregation 
at Olney. Communicated by a nelnber of that church. 

“ The premises we now occupy were conveyed to certain Trustees 
therein named, the 19th of January, 1694, evendate with which 
is the trust deed, which, inter says, “to the intent and 
purpose that tlie said persons and others of the same persuasion and 
judgment in matters of religion, commonly called Independents, or 
Protestayt Dissenters, shall and may congregate and assemble to- 
gether at, in, or upon the said premises, or any part thereof, at, all 
such time and times as they shall think fitting, for the exercise of 
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their religion, and for the worship and service of God, and otherwise 
as occasion shall require. And that no person or persons shall, at 
any time or times hereafter, be admitted or permitted to preach, 
pray, or perform, any other religious worship or service in the 
aforesaid assemblies, or upon the said premises, or any part thereof ; 
but such as shall, from time to time, concur, agree, and be of the 
same persuasion and judgment, in respect of doctrine, discipline, 
and worship with John Gibbs, of Newport Pagnell,in the said 
county of Bucks, Clerk, Pastor of a congregated church in New- 
port Pagnell and Olney, aforesaid and elsewhere, and as he the 
said John Gibbs is of——.” It does not appear that at this time 
there was any settled pastor. The first person who is mentioned 
asa preacher is Mr. Josep Paumer, about the year 1711. In 
1720, Mr. Joun Carter, who had been minister of this place, was 
buried at the age of 88 years. Onthe 15th of November, 1738, 
thirteen persons, inhabitants of Olney, and members of the Baptist 
church at Waldgrave in Northamptonshire, under the pastoral care 
of Mr. Deacon, were dismissed, and settled as a distinct church, of 
the Baptist denomination, in Olney. To these were added three 
more, and Mr. Francis WALKER, by a letter of dismission from 
Princes Risboro’. Four more were added in October, 1741, and in 
the same month other ten by dismission from “ the Church of 
Christ in Olney, some time, the care of Mr. Gibbons.” Thus the 
Baptist church appears to have been collected. On the 4th of No- 
vember following, say the church miuutes, “ our brother WALKER 
was settled pastor, to our joy and satisfaction.” He died, in the 
46th year of his age, on the 22nd of October, the date of the year is 
wanting, but probably 1748 ; for in February 1749, Mr. W. WALKER 
was received by letter from Reisden in Northamptonshire, and 
preached till March, 1752; and from thence till Lady-day, 1753 ; he 
preached at Newport, when he again returned to Olney, and became 
the settled pastor of this church; andso continued till the beginning 
of the year 1772, after which he removed to Colnbrook, where he 
died. The people of Olney remained destitute till 1775, in which 
year Mr. Joun Sutciirr came to Olney, and, after supplying the 
congregation for about tweive.months, he became their pastor, and 
so continued till his death in June, 1815. To him succeeded Mr. 
Simmons, who settled here in March,1818. It is observed, with 
respect to those who joined the Baptist church with Mr. F. Walker, 

that there is no mention of baptism by immersion being administer 

to them as was the case with others who were admitted before and 
after that time. 

Page 118, column 1, line 31, for 1737 read 1727-8. 

6 from bottom, for Gibbon read Gibbons. 

—_—— -——_— 2, —— 13 from bottom, for Troutman read Troughton. 

—- 119, ——— 1], lines 38, 39, and 40, dele the paragraph relative to Mr. Ire- 
MONGER, and substitute, after his name, the following ; —He was the 
author of a very elaborate and judicious work, entitled, “ A Dis- 
course of God’s wisdom in the impetration and application of Re- 
demption.” It was printed in 1711, with a preface by two Dissent- 
ing Ministers, eminent in their day; viz. the Rev. Benjamin Robin- 
son and William Tong. As he is styled, at that time, minister in 
Buckingham, he must have preceded William Moss, whose imme- 
diate predecessor he therefore probably was. 

—— 120, line 24, et seq. dele all relating to SEDGWICK. 

———_ —— 26, for 1749 read 1746. . 

————— 6 from the bottom, for Rupel read Russel. 

—— 185, lines 34 and 47, for Stettle read Stittle. 

—— 316, —— 8 and 9 from the bettom.—The family of Lawrence Saunders the 
martyr is, we are informed, not extinct. The Rev. Thomas Saun- 

4 ders,here mentioned, died at Islington, in 1806, having left six chil- 
dren, who still survive him. 





_—— 371, column 1, lines 7 and 8, for CownicE read CowLinGe. 


line 20, for Holstead read Halstead. 

—— 372, ——— 2, lines 1 and 2, for Alstead read Halstead. 

———— - —-- — 15 and 16, Mr. Robinson translated only five volumes of 
Saurin’s Sermons. The sixth was translated by the late Dr. Hun- 
ter; and the two last by a Mr, Sutcliffe, a Methodist minister. Mr. 
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822  Correetions and Additions to the Statisties. (SUPPLEMENT, 
in additian to the works mentioned, published “ Eccle- 


siastical shaspheol thetnpeatoas; ” in quarto. 

Page 873, colamn 2, line 24étoui the bettom, for 1680 read 1688. 

— 374, ———-——__/‘4, for Milbourn read Melbourn. 

— 375, —— -— 25, for large barn read dwelling house. Add to the para- 

graph the following : :—“ A new Meeting-house has heen erected at 

ttisham, which was opened on the 8th of September, 1818 ; Mr. 

T. C. Edmonds, of Cambridge, Mr. William Clayton, of 
Walden, and Mr. Dobson, of Chishill, preaching on the occasion.” 

— 438, ——_—- 1, line 10 from the bottom, for Micklin read Nicklin. 

___ 2, —— 13 from the top, for Micklin _ Nicklin. 

— 439, —-— 1, —— 14, for Mildred read Meidret 

— 503, ——— 1, lines 36 and 37, for John ll 

—— 504, 1, line 27, for youngest read third. 

— -— 2, dele lines 3 to 6, and insert, “There ) ade four burying grounds 
in Fulbourn, belonging to the Dissenters ; in one of which, Mr. Har- 
per, the Baptist minister of Cambridge, was buried in 1741. 


> ia 
ne se 














> ERRATA. 

Inthe Number for October, the pages from 632 to the end are erroneous; instead 
of 641, &c. they should be 633, 634, 635, 636, 637, 638, 639,640: the refer- 
ences in the Index correspond with the corrected folios. 

In our November Num page 702, article “Schools in France,” for 12,000 
sehools read 1200 schools. 








ADVERTISEMENT. ® 


*,* The Conductors of thé ConcreGaTioNAL MAGAzineE cannot allow this op- 


portunity omer crest expressing their gratitude to their numerous friends and 
contribut the li pport they have experienced during the past year. 
Each re d the growing respectability and popularity of 
this Work, served to confirm the judgment of its original projectors, 


that such a publication was urgently demanded by the flourishing condition of the 
Congregational Churches in England, Wales, Scotland, and Ireland. The success 
which has hitherto eine the undertaking is indeed such, they trust, as to 


have secured the ; ce of the work ; but not such as to enable the a 
tors yet to rea rtant part of their original design. And as they have 
themselves rable sacrifices to attain their object, they may yet be 


to press it upon the attention of all their friends, and especially of mini- 

nisters. The ConGREGATIONAL MAGazine isconducted by individuals who re- 
ceive no pecuniary compensation, and whose only aim is the promotion of primi- 
tive ror the most scriptural of all means. As Editors, therefore, of a 
work which stands upon the most liberal, the most disinterested, and the most in- 
especial claim ream they may take this opportunity to say, that they have an 
en one support of their own brethren: this they respect- 

lit, and they wish it to to be generally understood—not)on their own ac- 









disclaim alf*pecuniary advantage by the Work, but for the sake 
of nircih, osd% the assistance which the profits of the Magazine may afford to- 
a support of aged labourers in the Lord’s vineyard, and of academies for 
education of td ogre young men for the ministry. The Conductors will be par- 
doned, they bore for saying, that iderablegupport to these t and noble 
is thheld by the introdaction of this Magarine into Book and Reading 
ropney ef — sd ce to their friends of the Congregational denomi- 
taining this Work in their families for instruction of 
principles of scriptural and primitive ehristianity, instead of 
+ rg of the hasty and cursory reading which is allowed asa book 
one member to pres Bn in a reading club. S every family of 
F om saipy and of Nonconformist principles, but support this Work, with that 
and public spirit for which their ancestors were so distinguished, 

~~ wena the Conductors be enabled and encouraged to fill its with 
the choicest materials they could command, but they would have the additional 


pleasure of devo’ sum monthly to the flac objects to,which 
ein a rapectablew An wr of conclusion, they camonly say 








that no effort, shall be cna pee er this Work all that the most 
zealous fri ‘of bibli christianity can wish to see it, 








v0 


a” 

















ml ‘enad P aad > 


en 7 Len 
4 


GENERAL Mes .. * 





To THE, aad'] 
4 SECOND VOLUME. . 
in S' : Bet ‘ 
A. Biblical Criticism on 2 Cor. ¥? ¥ 


ABINGDON endowed scheol, cor- 
rection of an error in Vol, I, relative 
to, 128. 

Advice to Church Members and Seat- 
holders, 467. 

Agreement, Heads of, between Pres. 
byterians and Independents, i in 1694, 
433. 

Ainsworth’s Version of the Pentateuch 
and Psalms, &c. 403. 

Alexander, aia instance of his 
modesty, 701 

America, progress of moral and literary 
improvement in, 509. — Slavery in, 
765, 816.—Indians of, 807. 

Amusements, Public, 272, 334.— Cor- 
rections, 384. 

Awnecpores of various persons, viz. 

A celebrated Divine, 55. 
Lord Bolingbroke, 116. 
A rh suena in Cromwell’ al 


King. hasta II. and Bishop Tho- 
8. 


mas, 24) 
Archbishop Usher, 248. 
Howard the Philanthropist; 
Bishop Andrews and Cardina’Per- 
ron, 568. 
An Italian Painter; or the blush- 
ing Apostles, 568. 
Richard I, anda Freneh, Bishop, 
568. 
Rev. John Newton, 629, 757. 
Cotton Mather and Dr. Franklin, 
757. 
Of a Negro Prince, 807. 
Reynolds the Philanthropist, 808. 
Assessment of Meeting-houses, 125.— 
Of Idle Academy, 317. j 
Associations, various, viz 





Durham and Northumberland, 442. The Seyighute Testiansy t ; 
en Address to the Congre- Messiah; an eb ' 
tional Union in Scotland, 762 view to a satis te a 
Gloucestershire, 379. ran nation of the doc’ ae sd 
Hampshire,:319. a the Sacr Benptaes COMER es we 
Leicestershire,814, . | s ; ing the Person of wh ; 
. Hoxton, 511. = B., cluding a careful e: Loft 
” Northamp' 569, 7642. the Rev. T. B ; ee 
Statfordsbire, a guiry, Se, by Pho 
bn ni es An kadeas te te 18. tad Ciao my 
save proms ves ia, $17. 3 the ‘e Mistry, me. 
the Rev. W. Jay, 50 
b= fin Pf ok ss Ye the Critica 
>: Study and 


———. Queries, 369.—Answere 408 . 
BioGrapurcat Memorrs, viz. 

Peter Brulli, the Martyr, 194, 

Caspar Cruciger, 197. : 

Jobn Diazi, 195. : 

Jacob Faber, 1 196. ‘a 

Paul Fagi. ; 

Rev. F. cient, 697. 

Mr. J. Kemp, 449, 513. 7 

Rev, S. Painier;577, 641, 705.* 

Rev. W. Parry, 257, 321, 386. 

Rev. Thomas Robinson, 769. 

George Rorari, 198. 

Rev. R. Simpson, D.D. 1, 65; 129. 

— Corrections, 192; 

Theodor of Noriberg, 197. ig 
Birmingham new Meeting-house found- 
6 t Acad 
Blac urn Inde ro ca 
9572. Adhapaietal pr sere 






128, 192, 256, 
640, 704, 768. = 

Booxs recently published, 64,128, 192, 7 
‘256, 320, 384, 448, 512, 576, 640, 704, 
“768. 

Books reviewed : 








. Journal of a Voyage to Sonth 
Africa, in 1815 and 1918, with 
some Account of the Missior 


Settlements of ees Bre- 
thren,. near” 

Hope ; a poy Rev. c. s La. 
trobe, 37; 10 













The Daty of Chris 
ih e to the 
Stree? sohyt se the : 
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Booxs reviewed, 


.“* 


“The Life of John Howard the Phi- 


. Strictures on the Rev. S. Wix’s 


; ‘Ss to Dr. Watts’s Psalms 
Hymns, by the Rev. T. 
359 


EN DEX. 


continued— 

Obligations to the Observance of 
the Lord’s Supper ; by the Rev. 
H. F. Burder, AMM. 170. 

on various subjects; 
the Rev. J: Lindsay, D.D. 173. 
— ewes A an — 
oO ucation ; bygthe ve 
Rr Watson, 176. 

A Sermon, preached at Hitchin, at 
the interment of the Rev. W. 
Parry; by the Rev. W. Chap- 
lin; and an se ay delivered 

_ on the same occasion by the Rev. 
J. Turnbull, A.B. 233. 
lahthropist; by J. B. Brown, 

. 234. 

The Importance of Peace and 
Union in the Charches of Christ, 
and the best means of promoting 
them ; a Sermon,‘ by the Rev. S. 
Sleigh, 237. 

Scripture Portraits, &c.; by the 
Rev. R. Stevenson, 239. 

Pamphlets on Presbyteriapism and 
Independency, 240. — Vindica- 
tion of the Review, 548. 

Letters on the State of Religion in 


parts of the Highlands of 
Geépnans, 203 * - om 
Account of a Tour iu the 

i f Perthshire; by 


of Whit- 






0 
the Rev. John Brown, 
burn, 293. 

Notes of an Excursion into the 
Highlands of Scotland; by the 
Rev. J. Brown, of Biggar, 
293. 

Scripture and Common Sense on 
the Doctrines of Regeneration 

and Baptism, &c.; by the Rev. 

M. Horne, 298. 


Reflections concerning the expe- 
diency of a Council of the 
Charches of England and Rome 
being holden, with a View to ac- 


commodate igious Ditfe- 
rences ; by t iv. H,C. O’Don- 
noghue, A.M. 298. 


Remarks on Scepticism, &c. by the 
Rev. Thomas Renneil, A.M. 301. 


_ Memoirs of the Life and Writings }+ 


of John Calvin ; by J. Macken- 


zie, 306. 

The present’ State of Religious 
Parties in England, &c.; by T. 
Belsham, 356 


356. " 
Interesting Selections of Christian |'-’ 
Biography and Obituaries; by 
the Re . 


v. W. Innes, 358. 


preached in the Tron 
Church, Glasgow, by the Rev, 
_ Dr. Chalmers, 359, 494. 
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Booxs reviewed, continued— 

Lectures on the pntet Evidea- 
ces, and the several Dispensa- 
tions of revealed Religion, fami- 
liarly addressed to young per- 
sons ; by the Rev. W. Roby, 363. 

Elementary Discourses for Chil- 
dren ; by the Rev. John Burder, 
A.M. 365. 

Sermons on the most important 
Doctrines of the Gospel, &c. by 
the Rev. J. Thornton, 422. 

A Paraphrase and Commentary on 
the Epistle to the Hebrews; by 
the Rev. A. M‘Lean, 423. 

A Discourse delivered at the An- 
nual General Meeting of the 
Baptist Missionary Society at 
Bristol; by the Rev. J. Foster, 
425. - 

Extracts of Letters on the Object 
and Connections of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society; by 
the Rev. J. Owen, 428. 

Sermons and Expositions on inte- 
resting portions of Scripture ; 
by the Rev. J. Morison, 486. 

Narrative of Robert May, of 
Woodbridge, a Missionary to the 
East Indies, 488. 

Two Sermons on the Nature and 
Observance of the Lord’s Sup- 
per ; by the Rev. W. Gellibrand, 
489.— Correction, 512. 

Trinitarian’s Appeal defended, 
in answer to “A Letter by a 

yman,” with an attempt to 
expose the Errors of the Unita- 
rian Version of the New Testa- 
ment, &c. ; by S. Newton, 492. 
—Correction, 512. 

Orme’s Catechism ; and a Word to 
the Wise, by a Presbyterian, 
240.—Vindication of the review, 
in reply to.two articles in the 
“Edinburgh Christian Instruc- 
tor,” 548. 

Christian Sanctity exemplified and 
rewarded; a funeral Sermon, by 
the Rev. Joseph Fletcher, A.M. 
657. 


Lectures on the Principles ard 
Institutions of the Roman Ca- 
tholic Religion ; with an Appen- 
dix, containing historical and 

weritical illustrations; by the Rev. 

FJoseph Fletcher, A.M. 559.— 

» Correction, 648. > 

phlets on the Po Union 
of Burghers and Anti-Burghers 
in Scotland, 614, 

Advice and Encouragement to 
Sunday School Teachers; by 
the Rev. W. Harris, LL.D, 
617. % 

Illustrations of the Holy Scrip- 
tures; by the Rev. G. Paxton, 
619, 743. 
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Booxs reviewed, continued — 
No Fiction ; a Paes, founded 
on recent facts, 623 
Gravamina Ecclesiz ; a statement 
of the numerous and increasing 
of the Church, &c.; 
A the Rev. J. Dennis, B.C.L. 


Mervative of a private Soldier, ~- 
with a preface by the Rev. R 
ae 682. 

y Blossoms; or Biographical 
eden # Tadlvidals, + 
guished eir jus and at- 
homenin who died in their 
owen , &c. ; by the Rev. J. Styles, 


es ism Vinge 1 being 
an ito the distinctive 
Shoomtnesties of the two Dis- 
tions of Law and Gospel ; 
the Rev, Samuel Chase, A. M. 
686. 


Memoir of Mr. John Coo ooper, dur- 
ing the closing scene of his Life, 


691. 

Meditations on the Fall and Rising 

of St. Peter; by the late Bishop 

ids; with a Preface and 
Life of the Author, by the Rev. 
R. Winter, D.D. 740. 

Observations on the Philosophy of 
Criminal Jurisprudence, &c. by 
J. E. Bicheno, 747. 

On Religion, and the Means of its 
Attainment; by the Rev. J. 
Brown, 752. 

Views of Society and Manners in 
the North of Ireland ; by John 
Gamble, Esq. 795. 

A Treatise on the Existence of a 
Supreme Being, and Proofs of 
the Christian Religion ; with an 
egal ; by 8 Moir, 


omnia on Practical Satiert 5 by 
William Barlass; with the Cor- 
lence between the Author 
the Rev. John yy 800. 
The First Principles of 
collected and arrange as a 
e for those who are rales ee Ps 
Word of Righteousness, 
and as a Memorial for the Teach- 
ers of Youth ; by Joseph Gibb, 


804. 
Boston, Lincolnshire, * 2° “ad of the 
Independent cause 
Bourdeaux, extract of a a yd 
containing M. Malan’s plan fo: 
renee ebildren’s faults, 570. 
cal ; 116. ; 
Bristol Tract Society, extract from its 
Report, 251. ‘ 
“ao and Foreign Bible Society, 319, 


Brith and Foreign School Society, 


pl Mac. Supp. 1819. 


INDEX. 


British system of education, 574, 643, 
Brixton new Independent Church, 252. 
— Mr. Morison’s Chapel at, 


Buckinghamshire, statistical view of 
Dissenters in, 56, 117. 
Bugg, Rev. G. ejected from his curacy, 


Buntingford meeting-house burned 
— 125.—Appeal on behalf of, 


mf Rev. John, essay on his genius 
and writings, with a critical exami- 
nation of the genuineness of the third 
part of the “ > sae Progress,” 96. 


Calais, Ea preaching at, 636 

Cambridgenire at state of Dis- 
senters in, wi me historical no- 
tices, 183, 315, STi, 437, 501, 629, 
695, 759, 812. 

————— Sunday-school Union, 


443. 
Ceremonies, ridiculous, 63 
———— of the Church of England, 
objections to, 609.— See Dissent. 
es be application of the term to 
ligious meeting-honses, 662. - 
Chay opened, list of, 819. 
Cromer oer jeetions to, 463.— 
Reply to, 603.— pg 776. 
<eocenons, Mies Mission to the, 644 
eg Missionary Society, 810, 810, 


Church and State, their union unscrip- 
tural and ingsatens, 19, 221. 

——— of England, power and autho- 
rity usurped by, 221.—See Cere- 
monies and Dissent. 

Christ, the kingdom to be delivered up 
by, 400.—His bloody sweat, 346. 

ms : ristian Observer's” Review of 

amphiets on the iate secessions from 
blishment, remarks on, 224. 

——_—— — profession, essay on a, 792. 

prudence, essay on, 266. 

—— simplicity sincerity, 


779. 
ee apprehensions, 1 recent avowal 


Communion of churches, 532. 

Concession, a remarkable, 569. 

Congregational School, 444, 636, 764. 

Counellan, Mr. T. extract of a letter 
to, from Ireland, 442. 

Continental Society, 506. 

Contributions at the Lord’s Table, 539. 

Correspondents, 64, 128, 192, 256, 384, 














448, 512, 576, 640, 704, 768. 
Credulity and Weakness of the early 
Fathers, 627. 


D. 
Dalites, or Old Independents, history 
of, 409, 483. 
Daniel, supposed anachronism in, 369. 
—Answer, 408. 
Deacon’s — inquiry into the nature 
of the, 22 
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INDEX. 


DEATHS: — 
Lord A , 633. 
Rey. C. Burckhardt, 127. 
Mr. W. East, 319. 
Joseph Hardcastle, Esq. 252. 
Mr. J. Huddy, 510. 
Mr. J. sane 127, See also 449, 





Rev. Joseph oe. 319. 
wuss Mark Wilks, 191. 


inconsistency of, illus- 
“ by — Berkeley, 694. 

Delinquency, Spiritual, 282. 

Deprivation of a curate, for profligacy, 
&c. 575. 

De Sacy’s translation of the New Tes- 
— objections to, in i 
Discre’ es, se xodus 
and Daniel” $60. Answered, 408, 
545. 

Dispute between the Pope and one of 
the Lar ag of the German Catholic 
Chureh, 124 

Dissent, ietters 2 addressed to a 
member of the Establishment, 93, 
157, 221, 351, Saree 609. 
issenter, recent refusal to bury a, 


od 127, ' 214. 
of Arianism and Socinanisn 225. 





Doddrides, Mos, copy of ber letter to 
D _ r 
her children, on the death of her 


husband, 246. 
Domestic conversation, 460, 665, 724. 
—- on the, 272, 334,—Corrections, 


Dry a tg Pa the pn ans bony: 500. 
Dublin Society for x importing Ket 
Rarwiedge to the Poor of Ir 


Edinburgh Missionary Socie ty, depu- 
tation from, 185, 252.—Speech of 
the Rev. . Grey, on behalf of, 
253.—Correction, 324. 

Education, classical, objections to, con- 
sidered, 541. 

— progress of the oe Pie Sys- 
tem of, 507, re 635, 636. 

————-— in Austria, 317. 

Edward the Confessor’s offerings to 
the church of St. Peter, Westmin, 
ster, 113. 





Egypt, state of = in, 629. 
kon nape poe 4: Sng 
Ejectment of an ¢ 
‘nea a aioe is. 
English 443 
Envy gece on, 8 


Errata yey 185 192, 384, 
312, B40, 820 mae Hae 





Essays on the Genius, Character, and 
Writings of the elder Nonconfor- 
mists, 17, 06, 149. 

Essex Annual Mectings, 442, 669 

Evangelica] Faith and Repentance re- 
quired of the Unregenerate, 732. 

—— Aare a new, formed in 
London, 6 


Exposito! “alg Discourses, advan- 
tages of, 
oo 
Fasting, easa: 


easay © 
sie is the Foe Mages thelr credulity and 


Faults of children, plan for. correcting, 
570. 

Female Labourers in the Gospel, 53. 

Forde, Rev. Dr. copy of a letter from, 
on criminal execution, 755, 

Fortitude under bodily pain, 658. 

Foster, Mr..his objections to a classical 
education, considered, 541. 

France, religious education in, 61.— 
Persecutions of Protestants in, 52, 
445.—Prison discipline in, 509.— 
Circulation, of the Bible in, 701.— 
ore in, 702; correction, 822.— 


G. 


Gaelic School Society, 63 
ae, vindication of the | book of, 154, 


Pn Rev. J. Owen’s visit to, 60 
German, United,Protestant Church, 61. 
Glasgow Inde ependent Academy, 124. 
Glassites, or Sandemanians, their rise, 
&c. 88, 144. 
Gloucestershire Missiona’ 
Grammar-schools for chi 
senters, 719. 
Grenville, Lord, his sentiments on ido- 
latry, 475. 


Society 699. 
en of Dis- 


H. 


Hamel Rieedeeteiti school opened, 507. 
Hebrew Chronology, the, established 


— Volney, 154, 21 

Hebrew Medal recently Pishivguen, 124, 

Hibernian Society, 319, 508. 

Holerott, Rev." A. biograp 

cro M. hical 

notice of, 183.— His tomb, 697 

Home 5 proceedings 
atits formation, 572. 

Homerton Academy, 447, 638 


Hope, on the full 
Howard, the Philan Fier tah anecdote 


Hoxton Academy, 639. 
Hoxton Anniversary, and Association 
of Ministers, 376, 510, 511. 


Hyssop of the Scripture, 249. 
I. 


Icelandic Poet, 63. 
Idle Academy, 317. 
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Idolatry, Lord Grenville’s sentiments 


- on, 475. 
Immortality of the Soul, examination 
of the phi arguments for 


- the,80, 77. 
iudenenhansy in Scotland, historical 
sketch of, 23, 88, 144, 409, 483, 599, 


781. 
Independent churches, constitution of, 
1 


52. 
Independents, Old, or Dalites, history 
of, 409, 483. 
Indian eloquence and generosity, 500. 
Indians, North American, 807. 
Infidelity, extracts from Lord Bacon, 


Sc. 808. 

Influences of the Holy Spirit, essay on 
the, 784. 

Instruction, early religions, objections 
to, , 278, 338, 475. 

of Ministers with their peo- 

ple, 478.— Corrections, 512. 

Ireland, extracts of letters from, 442, 
505. 

ireland, religious liberty in, 61.—Reli- 
gious Tract and Book Society for, 
634.— Education in, 574, 634. 

Irish Evangelical Society, 508. 

Trish Free-schools in St. Giles’s, 702. 

Trish Sunday-school a 509. 

‘taly, publication of the Bible in, 189. 

italy, Schools in, on the British system, 


574, 636. 
italy, bondage of the press in, 124. 
Italian translation of the New Testa- 
ment, objections to, 54, 370. 
J. 
Jephtha’s vow, from Michaelis, 368. 
Jewin-street Chapel, annual sermon at, 
127 


Jews, state of, at Jerusalem, 317.— At 
Algiers, 248.—Persecuted in Germa- 
n yee egg: of the Rev. L. 

ay, in behalf of, to the Congress at 

Aix-la-Chapelle , 62. 

Jew’s Chapel, Spitalfields, purchased 
for a Baptist Tabernacle, 252. 

K. 

Keach, Rev. Benjamin, his sufferings in 
the reign of Charles iT. 120. 

“ Keep thy house in order,” a frag- 
ment, 35. 


L. 
Lancaster, Mr. Joseph, his reception in 
America, 318.—See Education. 


La Trappe; present state of the Monas- 
tery of, 367. 
Lavington, Rev.S., extracts from his 

manuscript Sermons, 160. 

Law and the 1, 210, 536, 674. 
Leighton, Rev. Dr. his horrible treat- 
ment in the reign of Charles I. 131. 

Leviathan, what, 115. 

Lifé, inconveniences of, 
from Dr. Franklin, 181. 

Lincolnshire, spread of the Gospel in, 
186. 


an extract 





INDEX. 


Literary Information, Extracts from 
Scarce Books, Anecdotes, &c. 51, 
112, 178, 246, 867, 433, 498, 567, 627, 
692,755, 807. 

Literary Notices, 64, 128, 192, 256, 320, 
884, 448, 512, 576, 640,704, 768. 

Liturgy of the Church of England, let- 
ter on, 471.— See Dissent. 

Liverpool, Earlof, his testimony to the 
moral utility of Bible Associations, 
117. 

London, City of, Auxiliary Bible So- 
ciety, 766, 815. 

———— Society for the instruc- 

tion of Adults, 252. 

London Itinerant Seciety, 318. 

London Missionary Society, 379. 

London, Port of, Society or promoting 
Religion among Merchant Seamen, 
251,819, 377. 

Long Sutton, letter from, 125. 

M 





Macclesfield Meeting House, 122. 

Madras, new Scots’ Church at, 60. 

Malan, M. of Geneva, his plan for cor- 
recting children’s faults, 570. 

Malta, extract of a letter from, 635. 

Manchester, a new Independent Cha- 
pel founded at, 199. 

Manchester, York Street 
School, 251. 

Marriage Laws, proceedings for gbtain- 
ing an amelioration of, in favour of 
Dissenters, 379. 

Martini’s translation of the New Testa- 
ment, objections to, 54, 370. 

Meetings of religious and benevolent 
iustitutions, on the spirit prevailing 
in, 657. 

Methodist Missions, 446. 

Milner, Rev. J. interesting passage in 
the life of, 55. 

Milton’s repartee to the Duke of York, 
(afterwards James II.) 498. 

Ministers, election of, 735. 

Miracles of Scripture, 116. 

Missionary Collections during the Com- 
monwealth, 694. 

Missionary Epitome: 

American Board, 565. 

Church Missionary, 310,810, 815. 
Edinburgh, 563. 

United Brethren, 808, 

United States Baptist Board, 567. 

Missionary Intelligence, 446, 638, 703, 


810. 

Missionary Societies, see their several 
titles. 

Missions, essay on the importance and 
necessity of, addressed to those who 
have been indisposed to encourage 
them, 288, 415. 

Monumental inscription, an ancient,} 14. 

Morier’s Journey in Persia, extracts 
from, 114. 

Mourning without Hope for departed 
Friends exemplified, 354. 

Mystery in religion, 14. 
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Sunday 








N. 
Negro benevolence, its powerful influ- 


Academy, 56. 


ence, 187. 
Newport Dissen 
N vangelical Institu- 


’ Pagnell 
tion, 57, 574. 
Nismes, disturbances at, 252. 
Nonconformists, the elder, critical es- 
says on their genius, character, and 
writings, 17, 96, 149. 
Nonconformity, see Dissent. 


Norwich. new Independent chapel 
founded, 251. 

Nova Scotia, flodrishing condition of re- 
ligion and literature in, 251. 

oO. 

Orpvinations, list of, 617. 

Oratory, power of, 55. 

Outrage near Limerick, in Ireland, 191. 

Owen, Rev. Dr. John, critical remarks 


on his = &c.-18, 149. 
Owen, Mr. subscription for promoting 
his plan, 575. 


P. 


Pad Chapel, 63. 

Pantin, Ris ‘Jeath-bed, 695. 

Paris, a r arrival at, 189. 

Parisian Bible Society, 444, 636. 

Parisian edition of the New Testament, 
objections to, 54, 370. 

Passage of the Red Sea illustrated, 
568 


Pastoral Hints to such as are just en- 
tering on a public Christian profes- 
sion, 470. 

Paterson, Rev. Dr. extract of a letter 
from, 701. 

Peace Society, 702. 

Pembrokeshire Itinerant Society, 318. 

Pembrokeshire and Haverfordwest 
Sunday School Union, $19. 

Persian customs, illustrative of certain 
passages of Scripture, 63, 114, 499. 

Persian princes in England, 63. 

Persian toleration, an anecdote, 51. 

Philadelphia, extract of a letter from, 


635. 

Phillips, C. . his speeches at the 
fourth eh of the Glouces- 
ter Missiona 


Society, 766. 
im’s Progress, third part; its au- 
ticity considered, 96. 
Pinkerton, Rev. J. communication from, 
relative to the interest of the Bible 
Society in Russia, 700. 
Plagues of Egypt, query respecting, 
——ee 408, 545. 


Society, 699; and at 
ndon Auxiliary Bible 


Lines to the Memory of the Rev. 
Edward Williams, D.D. late 
Principal of the Independent 
College, Rotherham, 292. 

Dialogue between Mind and Body, 

~ 4382, 





INDEX, 


Mental § , 547. 
Contentment, 612. 


a Watch, 618. 


Pol Edw. of @ letter dic- 
tated yy afer be ad let hs igh, 


Pope’s authority, declension of the, 703. 

Poultry new chapel, 63, 126. 

Prayer, definition of, 53. 

Preaching, an inflated style of, 249. 

Preaching to Seamen, 187. 

Prediction, a singular, 52. 

Prerequisites, Scriptnral, for Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper, 285. 

Press, bondage of the, in Italy, 124.— 
Liberty of the, in Prussia, 765. 

esc: he against the Apostles, 284. 

Prison line, 703. 

Prisons in land and Scotland, 189. 

Property, the conscientious employ- 
ment of, 670, 721. 

Protestant Society for the protection 
of religious liberty, 318, 380. 

Protestant Dissenting Ministers, Se- 
ciety for the Relief of aged and in- 
firm, 509. 

— persecuted in France, 52, 

Puritan Farm, letters from, 11, 141. 


Reformation, medal of the, 61. 

Reformers, Biographical Sketches of, 
17, 96. 149. 

Religious Fraet Society, 877, 635. 

Reply to a Question on a Clergyman’s 
refusal to bury a Dissenter, 214.—See 
also 127. 


Responsibiltty, moral, of man, 596, 654. 

Resurrection, thoughts on the, 694. 

Rome, present state of religion at; 181. 

Rother! College, 510. 

Royston, articles of faith, &c. of the 
church at, 760. 

Russia, progress of literature in, 629. 


Ss. 

Saintship, historical illustrations of, 628. 

Sandemanians, history of, 88, 244. 

Scilly Islands, progress of the plan for 
ameliorating the condition of the 
people of, 575. 

Scotland, historical sketch of the rise, 
progress, and pectant stige of Inde- 

h pendency in » 23, 88, 144, 
409, 483, 599,781. 

Scottish Congregational Union, 122, 189, 
444.— Extracts from the Address of 
its Committee to the Congregational 
Churches in England, 375, 440.—See 
also 614. 

Scripture Admonition Society, 506. 

Seat-holders’ right in the election of 
ministers, $4, 214.—Friendly advice 
to, 467. 

Sea-Serpent, the Leviathan of Scrip- 
ture, 115. 




















INDEX. 


Secession, remarks on the late, frém the 
224 


te, 603.—Rejoinder, 776. 
Suort Discourses for Families :— 

No, 13. The Excellency of true 
Religion, 7. 

No, 14, The Attention dune to eter- 
nal thi 74. 

No. 15, The Centurion’s Testimony 
to the suffering Son of God, 137. 

No, 16, On the Agony of Christ, 
198.—See also $46. 

we. 17, Tos Beles of Coit, 261. 
0.1 Insufficiency of a mere 
Profession of Religion, 880, 

No. 19, On Affliction, 392. 

No. 20, Veracity of the Divine 
Testimony, 455. 

No. 21, Prayer for the Promotion 
of Christ’s Kingdom, 521. 

No. 22, The Pardon of Sin, 583. 

No. 28, Christian Circumspection, 


648. 
No. 24, Inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures, 714. 

Shropshire Academical Institution, 379. 

Sierra Leone, extract of a letter from, 
703. 

Simeon, Rev. Mr. extract from, on Bap- 
tismal Regeneration, 757. ss 
Sinfiers, ministerial duty of inviting, 

275, 343. 

Sitting to receive the Lord's supper, 
remarkable instances of, 569. 

Slavery, state of, 509, 

in America, 765. 

Smith, Sir J. E. strictures on his De- 
fence of the Church and Universities, 
418. 

Spain, public schools, on the Lancaste- 
rian plan, established in, 507. _~ 

Spanish play-bill, specimen of a, 248. 

Spiritual Influences, essay on, 784. 

Statistical View of Dissenters in Eng- 
land and Wales, viz. 

In BUCKINGHAMSHIRE : 
Ackley, 119, 121. 
Addington, 117, 121. 
A esham, 121. 
Aston-Abbott’s, 121. 
. Aylesbury, 117, 121.—Corrections, 





8 
Beaconsfield, 121. 
Bellingdon, 121. 
Buckingham, 118, 121,—Correc- 
tions, 821. 
Burnham, 121. 
Chalfont St. Giles, 121. 
Chalvey, 121. 
Chenies, 121. 
Chesham, 121. 
Colnbrook, 121. 
Clifton, 59, 121. 
Crawley, North, 58, 121. 
Crendon, Long, 122. 





Statistical View, &c. continued — 
Datchet, 122. 
Farnham Royal, 122. 
Ford, 122. 
Gold Hill, 122. 
Haddenham, 122. 


Ivinghoe, 122. 
Little Kimble, or Kingsall, 120, 122. 
Langley, 122. 
Lavendon, 59, 122. 
Lowsley-row, 120, 122. 
Lynford, Great, 58, 122. 
Marlow, 122. 
Maids’ Morton, 119, 122, 
Missenden, Great, 122. 
Nashe, 59, 122. 
Newport-Pagnell, 56, 122. 
Northall, 60, 122. 
Olney, 58, 122.; additional, 820. 
Prince’s Risborough, 122. 
Penn, 122. 
Quainton, 60, 122. 
Ravenstone, 59, 122. 
pes 122. 
rrington, 58, 123. 
Stoke-Colding, 123, 
Stratford, Stony, 120, 122.—Cor- 
rections, 821. 
————, Fenny, 120, 122. 
———,, Water, 119, 122. 
Stukeley, 120, 122. 
Swanbourne, 60, 122. 
Thornborough, 119, 122, 
Waddesden Hill, 120, 122. 
Warrington, 59, 122. 
Weston-Underwood, 59, 122. 
Wendover, 122. 
Winslow, 120, 122. 
Wingrave, 60, 122. 
Wooburn, 122. 
Wycomb, High, or Chipping, 122. 
IN CaMBRIDGESHIRE: 
Barrington and Great Eversden, 
373, 374.— Corrections, 822. 
Bassingbourn, 437. 
Bottisham and Bottisham Lode, 
374.— Corrections, 822. 
Burwell, 438.—Corrections, 822. 
Cambridge, Green-street Meeting, 
184.— Corrections, 821. 
-———---, Downing-street Meet- 
ing, 315.—Corrections, 821. 
————--,BaptistChurch, 371,184. 
Corrections and additions, 469, 
821. 
Chatteris, 438. 
Cottenham, 439.—Corrections,821. 
—— --—— new Meeting, 440. 
Crawden, or Crowden, 440. 
Downbam, 501. 
Duxford, 501. 
Ely, 502. 
Eversden, Great, 374. 
Fordham, 502. 
Fulbourn, Milbourn, and Great 


Wilbraham, 503,— Corrections,- 


822. 
Foulmire, or Fulmere, 504. 
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Statistical View, &c. continued — 
Gamlingay, 630. 
Granchester, 630. 
Guyhern, 630. 
Harston, 630. 
Hadenham, 631. 
Haslingfield and Hawkston, 631. 
Hoginton, or-Ockinton, 697. 
Ickleton, 631. 
Isleham, 631. 
Kirtling, 631. 
Linton, 632. 
Melbourn, 696. 
March, 697. 5 
Ockington, Oakingtov, or Hoging- 
ton, 697. 
Over, 697. 
Prickwillow, 698. 
Royston, 759. 
———— new Meciing, 762. 
Sawston, 812. 
Shelford, Great, 813. 
Soham, 813. 
___ Steeple-Morden, 697. 
Sunday Scools, increase of, 702. 
Superstition, remarkable instances of, 
ancient and modern, 113, 249, 692. 


Supyen,a young Malabarian confessor, 
636 


Syria, intellectual and moral improve- 
ment of, 250. 
, 3 
Tahitj, letter from a missionary at, 575. 
Test Laws, Bishop Warburton’s argu- 
ment for, 758. 
TEXTS ILLUSTRATED, viz. 
Gen. xlix, 18, 160. 
Prov. iv. 7, 7. 
Lam. iii. 39, 392. 
Micah, vii. 18, 583. 
Matt. vi. 10, 521. 
Matt. xxvii. 54, 137. 
Loke, i. 33, 261. 
Luke, xxii. 44, 198. 
Romans, iii. 4, 455. 
1 Cor. xv. 24-28, 400, 
2 Cor. iv. 18, 74. 


Texts Illustrated, continued :— 
2 Cor. v. 21, 38. 
Ephes. v. 15,648. 
2 Tim. iii. 16, 714. 
Heb. xi. 21, 54. 
James, i. 22, 33@. 
Time, essay on the due improvement of, 
525. 

} Townley, Rev. Dr. extracts from his 
letters to the Rev. T. Loader, 187. 
Truth, Divine, essays on, 268, 347, 396, 

592, 729, 756.— Corrections, 448. 


Vv. 


Van Ess, Professor, late remarkable 
publication of, 701. 

| Versions, ancient, of the Mosaic history 

| _ in the Oriental tongues, 178 

| Villiers, the Younger, Duke of Bucking- 

| ham, letter from, to the Rev. Dr. W. 

| 436. 

| Visiting among Ministers, a mutual as- 

| sistance, 207. 

| Volney’s Researches, observations on, 

112, 154, 218. 





U. 


| Union of Chureh and State, unscrip- 
tural and injurious, 157. 

Unitarian Association, 125. 

| Unitarian Minister, Reflections on a 
| memoir of an, 774. 

Unitarians and Deists, the fraternity of, 
| mutually acknowledged, 756. 

; Unregenerate, evangelical faith and re- 
! . . 

} pentance required of the, 732. 

| 

! 


Ww. 


| Warburton, Bishop, his arguuacnt for 
| the Test Laws, 758. 

| Wesley, Mrs. original letter of, 799. 

| Wickliffe’s letter to John Huss and his 
brethren, copy of, 567. 

| William the Conqueror’s last moments, 
ome power of an evil conscience, 
| 249. 


; Wictemberg, religious discontents in, 
} 70 
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ES minute 
DETAIL OF CIRCUMSTANCES 


RELATIVE TO THE 


Ola Mecting house, 


John Street, Wolverhampton, 
A Case of great Importance to Orthodox Dissenters. 
BY CHARLES MANDER. 


I WAS led to undertake a detail 
of this interesting case, from a con- 
versation which recently occurred 
between a respectable Unitarian Mi- 
nister and myself. 

In the course of our interview, 
the case of the Old Meeting House 
became one of the topics of conver. 
sation, and i took the opportunity 
of relating tohim some of the leading 
circumstances of the affair, and prov- 
ed to him the incorrectness of the 
statement, signed by thirteen of the 
Unitarian Ministers, particularly in 
that part in which they state, that 
‘* while Mr, Griffiths was the Minis. 
ter, legacies to the amount of five 
hundred pounds were bequeathed for 
the support of public worship in the 
place, by three gentlemen, who were 
attendants on his ministry, and who, 
by their preference in this respect, 
gave unequivocal proof that it was 
not their design to encourage Trini- 
tarian worship.” 

From what I related, he appeared 
fully satisfied that the thirteen min. 
isters who signed the case, as well 
as Mr. Bransby in his statement, 
had been completely misguided by 
Mr. Pearson; andthat Mr. Pearon’s 
and Mr. Bradshaw’s conduct to Mr. 
Steward, had been shamefully cruel 
and oppressive ; and that if the cir- 
cumstances which I then related, had 
been made public, Mr. Pearson would 
never have met with the great sup- 
port from the Unitarians which he 
evidently had done. This gentle 


man also said, that, out of justice to 
ourselves, we were in duty bound to 
lay the whole proceedings before the 
public, and had much injured our 
cause by not doing so earlier. I 
felt the propriety of his remarks 5 
and, as a reply to Mr. Robertson 
was shortly to appear in a pamph- 
let, I immediately concluded that @ 
clear detail of the circumstance 
might be added to it, as an appen- 
dix ; and I cannot doubt, that when 
they ‘are impartially weighed, they 
will produce the same effect upon 
the minds of all unprejudiced read- 
ers, as they did upon this respecta- 
able Minister. 


The Meeting-House under consi- 
deration, with a good Dwelling- 
House adjoining, designed for the 
Minister, was built in the year1701, 
by a society of Protestant Dissenters. 
—Our opponents state, that the 
original deed expresses it ** to be 
intended for the worship and ser- 
vice of Almighty God, and the use 
of Protestant Dissenters.” If this 
be the truth, and however loosely ~ 
the deed may be expressed, yet we 
can come to a positive proof what 
the sentiments of the founders, and 
the first minister, were,—as we have 
an affidavit made to that effect b 
the grand-daughter of the Rev. J. 
Stubbs, who was their minister in 
1701, and continued to be their pas- 
tor till his death, which took place 
in February, 1740,—Miss Elizabeth 

















Newnhan, of Birmingham, spinster, 
made oath, that ‘‘ she was aged 65 
years and upwards; that she was the 
grand-daughter of the late John 
Stubbs, of Wolverhampton, Dis. 
senting Minister, being the daughter 
of Elizabeth, the eldest daughter of 
the said John Stubbs ;—that it was 
always understood, and that she had 
frequently heard her mother and 
aunts say, that their father, the said 
John Stubbs, was a serious Calvin- 
ist and Trinitarian in sentiment, and 
always professed and preached those 
doctrines ;—that he was the first mi- 
nister of the Mecting-House in John 
Street, Wolverhampton, and that 
the Meeting-House was erected for 
the express purpose of his ministry, 
in the first instance, and afterwards 
of his successors professing the same 
faith ;—that she well knew the Rev. 
John Cole, and was on very intimate 
terms with him and his family, and 
was very frequently at his house ;— 
that his religious doctrines, both in 
the pulpit and in private discourse, 
were Calvinistic.”” She was sworn 
to these facts in Birmingham, on 
the 14th of May, 1817, and is since 
dead. 

_ I will now go forward to 1781, 
the time when the Rev. John Cole 
resigned the pastoral charge. Up 
to this period our opponents do not 
dare to say, that any other than 
Trinitarian doctrine had ever been 
promulgated in this place. It is 
true that Mr. Bransby, in his state- 
ment of May 25, 1818, says, *“* Were 
it necessary, 1 could prove that Mr. 
Cole himself had ceased to be a Cal. 
vinist, and a Trinitarian, long before 
his resignation ; and that the cause 
of his resignation was the unkind 
treatment (in another place he calls 
it singular treatment) which he ex. 
perienced from two or three zealots, 
who were not satisfied with the prac. 
tical strain of his preaching, and 
with his disuse of Trinitarian doxo. 
Jogies.”” In this particalar Mr. 
Bransby’s statement adds great 


weight to our case, and throws a 
peculiar colouring of justice upon 
the proceedings of those whom he is 
pleased to brand with the opprobri- 
ous epithet of zealots. Mr. Cole 
was about twenty-one years the pas- 
tor of the people attending this place ; 
and when chosen, and for the greater 
part of the time he officiated amongst 
them, was a warm advocate for the 
doctrine of the Holy and Blessed 
Trinity, and for those sentiments 
usually termed Calvinistic. Can it 
then be a matter of wonder, that 
when he began to ** wax cold,” and 
instead of animated and ex perimental 
discourses, he delivered them in no- 
thing but a ** practical strain,” that 
then there should be some found, 
whose zeal was called into action, 
and who * should carnestly contend 
for the faith once delivered to the 
saints?” Happily there werea few, 
and the majority prove that they 
were not so far sunk into darkness 
as to be indifferent whether they re. 
ceived truth or error. Here the un- 
easiness began, which at the time 
divided the congregation, and has 
since been the subject of so much 
animadversion and contention.— 
When Mr. Cole tendered his resig- 
nation, Mr. Jameson, then residing 
at Warminster, 2 decided Calvinist, 
was recommended as his successor. 
Mr. Cole himself wrote to Mr. 
Jameson, who cameas a probation. 
er; and after preaching to the peo- 
ple about eight times, returned home. 
A meeting afterwards took place of 
both the trustees and the subscribers, 
by public notice, and Mr. Jameson 
was duly elected ; there being, I am 
informed by those who were present, 
a majority of at least two thirds in 
his favour. Our opponents acknow- 
ledge that he had a majority. The 
call was sent to him, and he accept. 
ed it. He arrived at Wolverhamp- 
ton, April 24, 1781, with his fa- 
mily and furnitare ; and Verax (who 
was one of the trustees with Mr. 
Joseph Pearson) in his statement of 
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April 27, 1818, says; ** strange as 
it may appear, it is a fact, that the 
doors of the meeting-house and of 
the dwelling-house attached to it, 
were locked against him, without 
any notice having been given, and 
were guarded by part of the dissen- 
tients, at the head of whom was Mr. 
Peter Pearson, an avowed Socinian, 
father of the most prominent person 
now acting in the present contest.— 
No admittance could be gained with- 
out having recourse either to violence 
or to legal) measures. Mr. Jameson 
being a man ofa quiet and peaceable 
disposition, would uot suffer the for. 
mer to be resorted to; and the want 
of means and the heavy expences 
thrown upon the friends of Mr. 
Jameson, prevented their then-hav- 
ing recourse to the latter.”” Mr. 
Bransby denies that the meeting. 
house was locked aud guarded, but 
does wot disprove it; and when I 
recollect that his only means of in- 
formation is through a person who 
was too young at the time this occur- 
red, to have any distinct remem- 
brance of it, to what credit, L would 
ask, is he entitled?—-[ have also 
this part of Verax’s statement con- 
firmed by some of those who were 
interested at the time, and who would 
not pledge their honour to a false- 
hood. 

Thus the minority took violent 
possession of the chapel, and expel- 
led the duly elected minister, con- 
trary to the common usage and right 
of Dissenters. The consequence 
was, that the friends of Mr. Jameson 
fitted up a barn for a temporary ac- 
commodation; and this, by thirteen 
Unitarian ministers in their state- 
ment of March 10, 1818, is called 
‘* quietly retiring and acquiescing.” 

—‘* Whereupon,” they say, ** The 
meeting-house, with its appurte. 
nances, upon the universally admit. 
ted principles of Protestant Dis. 
senters, became the rightful. pro- 
perty of those who remained ; and 
upon these just and sacred principles 


3 
of christian liberty, the principles 
upon which it was first formed, the 
congregation continued to assem= 
ble.” 

Here, with Verax, I-may ask, 
‘¢ Was there ever such a mockery of 
truth, and such a perversion of the 
just and sacred principles of chrise 
tian Kiberty.” 

After having thus wrested ‘the. 
chapel, and its endowments and ap- 
purtenances, out of the hands of 
theirrightful owners, the Unitarians, 
in May, 1782, invited Mr, Grif- 
fiths, who, they say, was an. avowed 
Anti-trinitarian, and who. finally 
settled amongst them’; and it re- 
mained in the hands ef the Anti- 
trinitarians till October, 1816, the 
time whea the present dispute come 
menced, . 

Much has been,said by both par. 
ties, and’ several statements haye- 
appeared in print, respecting, the 
endowments of the place. Oa Oct. 
1, 1827, ten Orthodox, Ministers 
stated in their ‘* Case of. greatim- 
portance to the Orthodox Disseat- 
ers,’’*—that ‘‘ this meeting-house, 
was built in 1701, and was endowed; 
and’ occupied by Trinitarians- till 
about 1781.”,—March 10, 1818, 
thirteen Unitarian Ministers reply 
to this, and assert, that ** while Mr. 
Griffiths was the minister, degacies 
to the amount of five hundredpounds 
were bequeathed for the support of 
public worshipin the place, by three 
gentlemen, who were attendants:on 
his ministry, and who, by their 
preference in this respect, gave un~ 
equivocal proofé that it was not their 
design to encourage , Trinitarian 
worship.”—To this a most respect- 
able gentleman, who was one of the 
trustees appointed with Mr. Joseph 
Pearson, replied, under thesignature 
of Verax, April.27, 1818, wherein 
he observes,—** I proceed distinctly 
to declare, that tlie ‘assertion that 
500/. was bequeathed in MP. Grif. 
ths’s time, is equally. void of truth, 
as ate. the other points stated. . ‘ It 


"Mr. Pearson has taken the advantage of a typographical error in this paper, as 


Oviober was by mistake printed August. 





ee 


| A ca 


ae ee 





4 


may besdid this isa bold-charge of = Cr. bevigives 


falsehood, but documents are in ex. By Cash to ministers to supply the - 
istence to prove the truth of what I pega from loins Mids? ne is 4% 
assert, and I challeuge the produc. By chsh to Messrs. Adams fora 
tion of them. They will prove that year’s rent of Lord Gower’s part 
499/. 10s. was given to the meeting- Of land, 6.4.s00--eeeereee 1 2 2 0 
house during Mr, Cole’s ministry, - £45 9 O 
of course prior to Mr. Griffiths’s 

time, and before Soctnian senti.. _‘‘ Towards the close of Mr. Cole’s 
ments were promulgated in that ministry at Wolverhampton, the sum 
place. Let the public judge between Of 951. 15s, was in the hands of 
us, as to the motives for such glar. trustees; that sum they. invested in 
ing misrepresentations of facts. One the public funds, and the 41. a year’s 
hundred pounds was afterwards left interest, in the treasurer’s account, 
by a geitleman. in’ Mr. Griffiths’s was from this source. But what 





time, who had for many years sat became of the 4991. 10s. which, ac.. 


under Mr. Cole: Z cording to Verax, had been given in 

A long reply was made to this’ Mr. Cole’s time? We. see nothing 
statement by the Rev. James Hews of iit in the treasurer’s account at 
Bransby, May 25,1818, and stitch. Midsummer, 1782; and yet Mr. 
ed in the Repository, No. 149.— Cole ceased to be minister at Lady- 
After many observations, he says, ay,1781. The truth, 1 apprehend, 
‘+ I repeat, let the public judge be. is, that in the prospect of its be- 
tween us. I have examined the book’ Coming necessary to invite a new 
of the treasurer to the meeting-house Minister, two members of the soci- 
with great care; and from that book ¢ty, desirous of rendering the situ. 
I transcribe the general account for ation more eligible than it would 
@ year and quarter, as made up at ; > h ) 
the time of Mr. Griffiths’ becoming acquainted with their design of leay. 
the minister. ing 2001. each towards the support 

Dr. Mivsummen, 1782, £ « 4. of public worship in the meoting- 
ToSuabs riptions received house. This is placed beyond doubt 


from three of the Soci- by the following paragraph, which 
-ety, for their seats in I copy. from the invitation sent Mr. 
the meeting-house pre- Griffiths, May 2, 1782:—* 
ceding Lady-day,1781, ‘6 Thesminister’s salary will be 
‘to be applied towards between forty and fifty pounds a 
' the'subsequent expen- year; what we may receive from 
ces of the Society,.... 1 8 10 the funds, and seven pounds a year 
To yr - Sacks froma mes of land, — sone of, 
ety ir ~meet~ money, ‘make a part..of the ahove 
ues ineey ¢ hy, 10 9 «Sum. "There is likewise a good :par- 
Toa year’s reat of land, due La- sonage-house; also two,legacies of. 


he pa + or ac rp 5 2° 6 200), each, left by two persons of 

‘oa year’s interest of money in the congregation, at their decease, 

i Pensts Ay, APRS? 0 0 to the interest: One of these pers 

Tse f ae 1 a sons is in the 85th year of his age, 
Cr.''45° 9/0 and: the other is near 70.’?)\.« 

ee |. Thus Mr. Bransby. triumphs over 

Balance £0 12°44 Veerax;—supposing, or. professing 

* Ks a proof of {he incorrectness of Mr. Bransby’s statément—Mr. Pearson and his 

co-Tid declare upon odth in their answer to the Chancellor that ‘in ar boat 

F782, the sant of £200 was given by the will of John Marshail, and’ £200 also by the wit 


of Abraham Hill,—that such two last mentioned sums were afterwards, together with the 
Stine of £99 150 tivested in the Pablic: Funds,—and the sum of'e800. 8 per Cent! Red, 


Ann. purchased therewith.” Observe! The first of the Bank Checks is dated Nov, 6th; 
1778, on which day £400 Stock was purchased, which would have beea impossible, had 
they then only been in possession of £95 15 0.—A most decided proof that Mr, Bransby’s, 
as well as Messrs, Pearson and Co.'s statement upon oath, are incorrect ! 


otherwise have been, made the trustees: 
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te suppose, that he has completely dis. 
proved al! his well-grounded asserti- 
ons. Ananswer to Mr. Bransby ought 
to have immediately followed, but as 
the monthly publications weretired of 
the dispute, it could not obtain inser- 
tion ; the consequence was, Mr. John 
Mander wrote to Mr. Bransby, to 
convince him of the incorrectness of 
his statement, of which the following 
is a copy ;— 

Wolverhampton, July 21, 1818. 

Rev. Sir,—I believe it is a maxim 
in our Coarts, not to consider a fact, 
as proved,' unless the best evidence 
the nature of the case admits of is 
produced. If you wish to prove a 
title to an estate, produce your deeds. 
If to prove a legacy, ' bring the will, 
ora probate. Your account of the 
Old Meeting-house in Wolverhamp- 
ton, dated May 25th, 1818, fails in 
this point ; and if the foundation is 
bad, the superstructure is in danger 
of falling.” 

‘© Neither Mr. Marshall’s will 
proved in Doctor’s Commons, nor 
Mr. :Hill’s will proved at Lichfield, 
coutains any bequest to any religious 
or charitable institution whatever.— 
Both have been examined, the probate 
of Mr. Hill’sis in my possession, lent 
me by his executor, Mr. John Smith, 
who is now living.*—So much for the 
legacy.—If Mr. Hickeox’s journal 
contains an accurate detail of events 
relating to the Chapel, you will find 
+Mr. Marshall, and Mr. Hill, gave 
each of them two hundred pounds in 
Mr: Cole’s time, and before he. had 
any thoughts of leaving Wolverhamp- 
ton, for the support of the interest, 
reserving the proceeds to themselves 
during their lives. I well remember 
my worthy father-in. law, Mr. Charles 
Hunter, mentioning this to me, and 
that they wished him to do the same, 
but he declined it, saying, .** He 
would have the controul of his. own 
money’ during his Jife;' but would 
leavea legacy. for the same purpose.” 


This he probablydid, but the sanuy 
business respecting Mr. Jameson oce 
casioned him (if done) to alter. it.— 
He afterwards left a legacy towards 
paying. the debt of ‘Temple.street 
Chapel, if not paid before his death, 
but it having been paid previous to 
that event, the legacy lapsed.’’.. 

It appears from a memorandum loft 
in Mr. Griffiths’s-hand.writing, dated 
January 3, 1792,' that ‘* he, ahd 
three of the trustees, (Messrs. Cor. 
son, Pearson, and: Harper) opened 
the box containing the writings be. 
longing to the Meeting, and found a 
bond given by Mr. Hickcoxto Messrs, 
Turton and Harper, and their heirs, 
&c. for eight hundred pounds stock 
in the 3 per cents. red. which was 
vested in Mr. Hickcox’s name for 
convenience, being purchased with 
money from Mr. Marshall and Mr. 
Hill, 2001. each, and 991. 10s. left 
previously by 3 400k. of this 
stock was purchased November 6, 
1778, and 4001. June’7, 1780. The 
bond was dated October 17, 1785.— 
At the same time, Mr. Griffiths adds 
‘6: he saw the checks from the Bank 
of England for the stock Bones 
viz. 


1778,  £ +8. £ 
Nov. 6, 180 19 at 200 Sa, & Scorer 
Mas 6, 130,10 at 653.—200 do. 


Jan." 7, 238 238 10 at 59§.—400 do. & 10s over. 
£499 10 £800 


How does this adcord with. a Meigs 
in Mr. Griffiths’s time? In aN. B: 
dated May 10th. 1794, he says, ‘ five 
pounds of Mr. Marshall’s money has 
been withheld from me.since 1782 (the 
time Mr. M. died): on ‘pretence of its 
being designed for defraying the ex. 
pences of repairs.’ 

Now how far will your statement 
corroborate these facts ? 

You say, ** you have examined the 
book of the treasurer with great care,’? 
and give in the general account for a 
your and quarter, ending Midsummer, 








* Yet in answer to the Chancellor, upon oath, Mr. Pearson and his Ahree co-trustees say 


these sums were left by will. 
+ Mr. Hill 


and Mr. Hunter were S¢otchmen, Mr. Marshall’s Father, (if not himself;) was 


ea were reported what is termed Orthodox, 











782. In it you state * four pounds 
for a year’s interest for money in the 
funds, but see nothing of 4901. 10s.” 
I should wonder if you did, unless it 
had been entered both ways, thus :— 

'- 5. 
Cite year's interest of 8001, 8 per cents, 24 0 
£ & 


‘ 
ig 


Cash paid Mr. Marshall, ......2.....10 0° 


Ditto paid Mr. Hill, ........60.00206 10 0 
' Balance, .csgse0cceeseeee.. 40 

I suppose Mr. Hickcox paid each 
their life interest as it became due, 
without inserting it in his account, 
and made himself debtor only for the’ 
sutplus, 41. applicable to the society. 
“Fis pity wheu you were examining 
the accounts, ‘* so curefully,” you 
had not given in the statement fora 
few succeeding .years,-they are riot 
very long, and it might have saved 
you the trouble of publishing it, and 
me of explaining it. I doubt not you 
would have found in the. next half 
year, Mr. Marshall’s donation would 
have appeared, his interest having 
ceased ; and at Christmas, 1785, Mr. 
Hill's also would have been recorded. 
.| Thus we see the effect is produced, 

by the death of these two gentlemen, 
of 8001. 3 per cents. red. coming into 
use, for the benefit of the place,. in 
Mr. Griffiths’s time, but not from any 
legacy.” Mr. John Smith, of Wol. 
verhampton, executor to Mr. Hill, 
will tell you, if you will apply to him, 
that after Mr. Hill’s death he applied 
for the proceeds up to the time of Mr. 
Hill’s' decease; it not. being ‘six 
months, Mr. Hickcox refused to pay 
him,—being threatened with law, he 
consulted Me. Turton, and the claim 
was paid to Mr. Smith. I think these 
facts must convince you the 800/, 
stock was not bequeathed tn Mr. 
Griffiths’ time, BUT IRRLVOCALLY 
GIVEN IN, AND BEFORE Mr. Cote’s 
TIME. 

This 8001. stock remained in Mr. 
Hickcox’s name till 1806, when Mr. 
Russell, (Mr. Hickcox’s exeentor,} 
sold. it, to pay me for the purchase of 
two tenements next above the chapel. 
The remainder of the money arising 


from it, 260/. by desire of the trus- 
tees, lay in my hands, on my note, at 
5 per cent. (waiting their getting a se- 
curity to their mind, ) till 1810, when 
I told Mr. Pearson J should be glad 
to part with it. He asked me to let 
him have it, and he would give me his 
bond, but wished the note to remain 
as it was, for obvious reasons. ‘This 


’ Econsented to,—and he, in fact, had 


the money, and the trustees my secu. 
rity, till July, 1817; when being de. 
termined to have no more to do with 
it, I desired Mr. Pearson to bring in 
my note, and | gave him His bond. 

Flaving read and investigated this 
statement, I think you will have some 
hesitation in repeating, ** That of 
these sums, in all 700/. it is evident 
no part was contributed fur the sup- 
port of Trinitarian worship.” 

There is 105}. in the 5 per cents. 
Mr. Pearson and I hawe received the 
interest of, as executors of Mr. Stokes, 
Mr. Corson’s kinsman and executor, 
besides what is before stated. 

If you havean opportunity of shew. 
ing thisto Mr. Lee, it may convince 
him he has not a correct view of the 
subject, in his reply to Verax. 

Iam, sir, 
Your’s (a friend & promoter ef peace) 
. JOUN MANDER. 
To the Rev, Mr. Bransby. 

Mr. Bransby acknowledged the 
receipt of this letter, but did not wish 
to enter into a private discussion npon 
the subject. Some few days after Mr. 
Mander had written to Mr. Bransby, 
he had occasion to call upon Mr. 
Pearson upon private business. Mr. 
Pearson opened his desk, in which 
Mr. Mander immediately recognised 
his letter to Mr. Bransby ; and said, 
** I see you have got my letter to Mr. 
Bransby—are its statements correct ? 
To which Mr. Pearson replied, ** f 
believe they are.”’* A fter this acknow- 
ledgment of Mr. Pearson’s, may I not 
with propriety use the words of Verax, 
quoted by Mr. Bransby, ** Let the 
public judge between us.” 

Let: ‘me ask the thirteen ministers 


* Mr. Pearson says, his reply was “ very likely,” bat Mr, John Mander believes his own 


statement is correct. 


It is however very clear, Mr. Pearson.does not deny the faet}—as he 


observes, “ Mr. John Mander’s representation of the business, in his letter to Mr. Bransby, 


may or may not be correct.” 








YUM 





eT Ee Se, Se ee ae OCU 





what they now think of their inform. 
ant’s accuracy, who, *by acknow. 
ledging the conrectness of Mr. John 
Mander’s statement, clearly avows 
the incorrectness of theirs! What 
security have they for the truth of 
any part of what they have, or may 
hereafter publish from such a source? 

The memorandum alluded to, with 
some others, were inserted at the end 
of the book kept for registering the 
baptism of children; and were doubt- 
less inserted by Mr. Griffiths, for the 
information and benefit of his succes- 
sors. But surely, the kind hand of 
an over-ruling Providence may evi- 
dently be traced in it.—This was the 
only document kept by the minister, 
Mr. Steward, and this our opponent 
wanted from him; and had it not been 
in the register-book, he would have 
given it up. These few documents 
strengthened Mr. B. Mander’s me. 
mory, and confirmed his’ statements 
to his friends. But for this circum- 
stance, his friends would probably 
have shrunk from the contest—the 
statements of our opponents being so 
artfully drawn up, and bearing such 
a specious appearance of truth, might 
have led them to conclude, he must 
certainly have been wrong in the opi- 
nion he had formed. We had not 
this book in our possession till some 
weeks after the contest began, and 
were not aware that auy such docu. 
ment was in existence, but of course, 
when discovered, it became a valuable 
acquisition. ' 

Mr. B. Mander was appointed a 
trustee in 1772. In 1792 Mr. Peter 
Pearson, and the rest of the Unitari- 
an party, found it expedient to elect 
fresh trustees. They could not do 
this without the concnrrence of Mr. 
B. Mander, and his few surviving co. 
trustees; Mr. Mander’s attendance 
was therefore requested, and a meet. 
ing called (as he was informed) for 
the purpose of electing and appoint- 
ing new trustees; but when he at- 
tended, to iis surprise, he found the 
trustees already fixed upon by the 


Unitarian party, and. a deed previs 
ously prepared, for assigning the trust 
to them; by which deed he, as pria. 
cipally obnoxious to their system, 
was to be excluded from the trust-— 
Mr. Mander’s co-trustees, except 
Mr. Hadley (since dead) did sign it; 
but Mr. Mander refused to do an act 
so derogatory to his daty as a trustee 
for the maintenance of the trath.— 
Thus this new deed never had his sig. 
nature, and consequently it- not a 
legal deed ; and he’ beimg the only 
surviving trustee under the deed by 
which he was appointed, is become 
the only legal trustee to the chapel.’ 
I now come to the time when Mr. 
Steward, the present minister, was 
invited, and call the attention of the 
public to what has subsequently 
taken place. ' 
The Rev. Mr. Steward, who was 
a professed Unitarian, was invitedia 
1813, for three years. ‘ 
Early in 1816, Mr. Steward’s reli- 
gious views began to alter, and he 
gradually embraced that system of 
doctrinal sentiments which was held 
by the origina! founders. While this 
change was in operation, alarm was 
excited in the minds of some of thelead- 
ing persons of the congregation, at the 
head of whom was Mr. Joseph Pearson, 
who, inconsequence, heldameetiugon 
the Ist of September, at which the 
avowed themselves Unitarians, an 
hostile to the doctrine of the Trinity ; 
and resolved that no minister should 
officiate there who did not openly 
avow and cordially maintain the same 
sentiments. They informed. Mr. 


Steward of this resolution, and de. 


sired him to relinquish the pulpit and 
dwelling-house at the expiration of 
three months from that time, agreeing 
to remunerate him for his prolonged 
services. 

On Sunday, Sept. 29, Mr. Steward 
announced from the pulpit, that on 
the Sabbath-day following he should 
publicly avow his sentiments. 

Mr. Benjamin Mander attended to- 
hear Mr. Steward openly renounce 

















Socinianism, and to declare the senti- 
ments he had embraced. With this 
view, and this only, he entered Joha- 
Street Chapel.—On Sanday, Oct. 6th, 
Mr. Steward, agreeable to. the notice 
he had given on the previous Sabbath, 
did pnblicly renounce the sentiments 
he had before maintained in that place, 
and declared those he had embraced. 
At this time no conversation had ever 
taken place between Mr. Steward and 
Mr. B. Mander about his change of 
sentiments, or any thing relating to 
the chapel, or its concerns; nor would 
Mr.. B. Mander have known, but 
through the medium of a friend to 
whom Mr. Steward had occasionally 
opened his mind.* 

Mr. Pearson, and several others of 
the Unitarians, shewed evident marks 
of disapprobation during the time Mr. 
Steward was thus delivering his views 
of divine truth; and no sooner had 
Mr.5S. descended from his pulpit, than 
Mr. Pearson and some others sur- 
rounded him, and Mr. B. Mander was 
at this time induced to step forward, 
not ae what might be their in- 
tention. Mr. Pearson became very 
violent and abusive, calling Mr. Stew- 
ard “liar and turncoat,” &c. which 
caused Mr. Mander to interfere with 
some warmth. Mr. Pearson immedi- 
ately told,him “he had no business 
there,’ and was not a little abusive to 
him also. Mr. M. in reply, said, “ If 
such was his conduct, he would let him 
know that he had as much right and 
power there as he had.” Very abu- 
sive and violent language was alse used 
by others of the Unitarians, both to 

ir. Steward and Mr. Mander. 

From this time till Oct. 19, nothing 
particular occurred, only that Mr. 
Steward was anxiously consulting a- 
bout his removal, with two respectable 
ministers who had promised him their 
support, and had, in fact, a situation 
in view for him, which, after the con- 
duct of Mr. Pearson on the 19th and 
20th, and subsequent week, was relin- 
quished; as one of the ministers, who 
was thus trying to serve him, recom- 
mended Mr. Steward not to leave 


John-street chapel till the affair be- 
tween Mr. Pearson and Messrs. Man- 
der was ended; for that as Mr. Man-~- 
der had been his friend, he ought net 
to desert him. 

On Saturday, Oct. 19th, Mr. Pear- 
son went into the vestry belonging to 
the chapel, (which Mr. Steward used 
as a school-room, and for which he 
was charged five pounds per annum,) 
and asked Mr. Steward “ if he would 
give up the keys of the place.” Mr. 
S. replied, “ that he did not like to do 
it at present, but hoped that he should 
be able in three weeks or a month;” 
and said, “ that some friends had been 
interesting themselves for him, and 
had a place in view,” or to this purport. 

Requiring him to give up the keys, 
was, in effect, requiring him to give 
up the pulpit, which, by a resolution 
passed on the Ist of September, he 
was allowed to hold till the Ist of De- 
cember. After this had passed, Mr. 
Pearson introduced other persons, 
with two earpenters, and said, that 
they should proceed to exclude him 
from the chapel by violence. 

Mr. Baker, one of the trustees, in a 
friendly way, desired Mr. Steward to 
give up the keys, and observed, “that 
if he did not, they would refuse to pay 
him for his past services.” Upon this 
Mr. Steward left his school-room fo go 
for the keys, but whilst he was away, 
they turned his pupils out of the room 
and fastened the doors against him. 
On his return, he demanded admissi- 
ou, but was refused. The carpenters 
broke open the doors between the ves- 
try and the chapel, and put new locks 
on the front doors of the chapel. Du- 
ring this time, Mr. S. went through 
the chapel into the vestry; when Mr. 
Pearson and his party had made the 
place secure, they retired, leaving Mr. 
S. in possession ofthe vestry only; 
but some time in the night between 
Saturday and Sunday, they came 
again, fastened the vestry-door, and 
put a new chain and loek on the gate 
at the front of the chapel, thus com- 
pletely shutting Mr. S. out of every 
thing but his dwelling-house. 


* Mr. Pearson, in his remarks, asks “ Is Mr. B. Mander prepared to deny that he boasted 
to several individuals of having made Mr. Steward a convert ?” Most positively does Mr. B. 
Mander deny this,—and to this foul insinuation, he refers his friends to the above as an an- 


swer, confident that those who know him best, 


will give Ais assertions the fullest credit, 
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On Sunday, October 20, much un- 
pleasant altercation took place in the 
chapel, in‘ consequence of Mr. B. 
Mander’s ordering the chain atid tock 


to be forced in order to’ give Mr. Ste-: 


ward. possession. Before, however, 
this was accomplislied, Mr. S. begged 
Mr. Pearson to give him peaceable 
possession of the pulpit, and. Mr. 
Mandef; as trustee, joined ia the en- 
treaty. Mr. Pearson remained in- 
flexible, idsisting apon it that Mr. 
Mander was not a4 trustee; and had no 
right to interfere. Mr. Mander very 
properly said, ** If you will cause the 
deed to be brought, and prove that I 
atm not atrustee; I will retire; but 
if you do not, E will give Mr. Ste- 
ward possession:”? This beimg refu- 
sedy Mr. M. ordered the place to be 
opened. * 

On the following Tuesday morn. 
ing, Mr. B, Mander, myself, and 
three men, who had assisted in break - 
ing open the chapel by Mr. Mander’s 
directions, were all summoned before 
Gunaiarete, and: enfered into recog- 
nizances to appear at the next Coun- 
ty sessions, and answer to a bill of 
indictment to be preferred against us, 
as rioters and conspirators. - 

In the, course of the same week a 
correspondence took place between 
Mr, Steward and his friends, and Mr. 
Pearson, which clearly shews the rea- 
diness of the former to bring about a 
peaceable termination of this unplea- 
sant affair, and the overbearing and 
arbitrary conduct of the latter, not 
to listen to any thiug but what was 
dictated by himself. 

- On Tuesday the 22d of October, 
Mr, Steward wrote thus to Mr.Pear- 
son, and sent it by the havds of Mr. 
John Mander, brother to Mr. Ben- 
~ jamin Mander, at that time an intim- 
ate acquaintance of Mr. Pearson, but 


make a bad use of it.”” 


g 


with this restriction; that tie should 
not deliver it urtless Mr. Pearson. 
would let Mr. Jolin Mande? sce the 
deed, that te might know whether: 
Mr. B. Mander was a trustee or not.: 
Mr: Steward’s object it making this 
request was to prevent litigation : 

‘6 J. Steward’s fespects to Mr.: 
Pearson, and begs leave to say, that 
if the trastees and congregation of 
John-street meeting-house will pay 
J. Steward his regular salary up to 
the Ist of December, 1816, and suffer 
him to remain in the house for a pe- 
riod not beyond Lady-day, 1817, he 
will resign the keys into the hands 
of Mr. Taylor, as requested.” 

Tuesday morning, Oct. 22, 1816. 
[This note was writtén and sent before it was 

known that any summons was issued. ] , 

Mr. John Mander called upon Mr. 
Pearson the same day, and told him 
‘4 that he had a note from Mr. Ste- . 
ward, which was of that nature, he’ 
should advise him not only to accede* 
to, but to'exceed it. But prior to his’ 
deliveriig it, Mr. Steward wished he 
should have a sight of the trdst-deed.’ 
Mr. Pearson replied, ‘‘ If that be a 
sine qua rion it is soon settled.”. Mr. 
Mander said, *‘ Let us leave sine qua 
nons out of the question ;—suppose’ 
you show it me as an old acquaint- 
ance, and I may say friend,” + add- 
ing, ** Trust-deeds are public matters,’ 
and if all the world saw them there 
was nothing improper, provided every 
thing was correct; and thought he 
might be trusted, as he should not 
Mr. Pearson 
said, ** Before he could do that he 
must consult others, and he was suré 
they would object, so should he.”— 
Mr. Mander replied, ** You can 
speak for vourself of course, and I 
have no doubt but what you say will 
influence others.’’ + 


*Iu Messrs. Pearson and Co,’s answer to the Chancellor, they deny . refusing to. exhibit 


+ To shew that Mr. Mander had some reason to expect.a compliance, upon the score of 
friendshtp;—inghe corclusion of a note, dated Nov. 9th, 1816, (not many days afier the re- 
= was made,;) Mr. Pearson says,—‘* [ cannot conclude this note without saying that I 

ve many past favours and kindnesses to thank you for, and which I shall never cease 
gratefally to acknowledge, whatever the future state of our acquaintance may be.” ‘ 

¢ Respecting this note Mr. Pearson remarks, “I never saw it till it was printed in the 
Appendix; and J have no hesitation in saying that the trustegs would have acceded tu the 
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Mr. John Mander then returned to 
Mr. Steward, and told him the result 
of his interview, when Mr. Steward 
requested hé would deliver another 
note, and he would make other pro. 
positions, to which Mr. M. agreed, 
and the nextday delivered the follow. 
ing from Mr... to Mr. Pearson :— 

“* Sir, Oct. 23, 1816. 

*¢ T am exceedingly sorry on ac- 
count of the confusion at John-street 
chapel last Sunday. I feel anxious 
for a speedy and amicable settlement 
of the differences ; I would therefore 
propose an arbitration, and would 
chuse for myself, the Rev. Mr. Birt, 
of Birmingham, the Rev. Mr. Scott, 
of Cradley, (an intimate friend of 
Mr. Pearson’s) and Mr. John Mander, 
of Wolverhampton; and leave you to 
select three others, whom you please. 

*¢fam, &c. JOHN STEWARD. 

Mr. Pearson said ** It did not re. 
quire much time to answer it, he 
should not be dictated to by aggres- 
sors.”” Mr. Mander told him, ** That 
when people differed, each thought 
the other the aggressor; but had he 
(Mr. P.) any thing to propose? He 
(Mr. P.) said ‘* No: and as matters 
were now in law, [et the law take its 
course.’’* 

Mr. Mander then expressed his sor- 
row that he could not bring about a 
different issue. ; 

The same evening Mr. John Man- 
der received from’ Mr. Pearson the 
following note .— j 

‘¢ ‘There can be no hesitation in 
immediately rejecting the proposition 
Jeft by Mr. Mander this Evening, 
written by Mr. Steward, on behalf of 


himself and his friends, alias fellow. 
conspirators. _ 

** Wednesday evening.’ Fie 

Another note was sent to Mr. Stew= 
ard the same evening, as follows :— 

** Wednesday evening. 

*¢TfMr.Steward were really serious 
inthe proposition he has sent this even- 
ing, op behalf of himself and his friends 
(alias bis fellow-conspirators) ‘there 
can be no hesitation in rejecting it. 

** JOSEPH PEARSON. 
ToMr. John Steward, St. John-street. 

Are these notes consistent with the 
christian moderation of which they so 
much boast? .And is there here_no- 
thiag of that intolerant spirit of which 
Mr. Pearson has so unjustly accused 
his opponents ? 

‘A third note.was written by Mr. 
Steward to Mr. Pearson, in the same 
week, but without date, as follows ; + 

Gee -. ‘ 

*¢ You know that I always said it 
was my intention to retire peaceably, 
as soon as I could with convenience 
to myself; but from what transpired 
last Saturday morning, and sometime 
in the night between Saturday and 
Sunday, it is now my wish to leave 
the whole matter to arbitration; and 
would chuse, on the part of myself 
and friends, the Rev. Mr. Birt and 
the Rev. Mr. James of Birmingham, 
and Mr. Cooke, of Wolverhampton. 
I leave you and your friends to chuse 
for yourselves three other persous 
whom you please. 

** Lam, Sir, Your’s, &c. 
** JOHN STEWARD.” 

Afterwards Mr. Steward made a 
proposal to the’ Rev. Mr. Clare (the 








terms of it, and been glad to get rid of the writer.”"— Mark! Mr. John Mander was request- 
ed by Mr. Steward, not to give up the note unless he had a sight of the deeds. This Mr. 
Rearson peremptorily refused, and of course Mr. Mander returned, without shewing him the 
note.— But bow far Mr. Pearson is entitled to credit ia saying “ the trustees would have ac- 
ceeded to its terms,” is evident, if the reader will turn to Mr. Steward’s note of No. Ist fol- 
lowing, and look to the scurrilous reply made to it. Mr. Pearson is not to palm such a de- 
ception as this npon the public, 

* It is very clear that this Gentleman thought by his violent and over-bearing conduct, to 
alarm his opponents, and thereby gain his point; but these conspirators, (as he terms them,) 
were not \o be so easily aiarmed.— Perhaps had he foreseen how soon this, violence would 
have caused the tables to be turned upon him, he would have suffered even aggressors to 
have dictated to him. : . 

+ The copy Mr. Steward reserved of this note had no date, of course I could give none. 
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magistrate who bound over Messrs. 


Mander) leaving him to act as medi- 
ator; but Mr. Clare could not suc- 
ceed, aud Mr. Steward received the 
following letter from Mr. Pearson, 
which takes not the least notice of 
some of the matters named by Mr. 
Clare :— 
‘¢ Mr. Steward, ‘** Oct. 31, 1816. 
‘¢ Sir,—** I saw Mr. Clare yester- 
day, who informed me that you had 
been with him the day before. He 
wished the business_to be arranged 
with you if possible. The trustees 
and myself never had any objection, 
but they have never been met by you 
with any proposition likely. Wehave 
to say, that upon your peaceably giv- 
ing up the meeting-house and vestry, 
with all the keys belonging to the new 
and old locks, (as well as the palisade 


Jock,) on or by Saturday next, by 


twelve o’clock, and sign an agreement 
to give up the house by the 25th of 
December next (till which timé you 
are welcome to remaiu in it, upon a- 
grceing to the before-mentioned terms 
only,) the trustees will present you 
with. twenty-five pounds. . Your re- 
ply to-morrow morning will oblige. 
*¢T am, Sir, 
‘- (For the other trustees and self, ) 
*¢ Your obedient servant, 
, ** JOS. PEARSON.” 
To which Mr. Steward made the 
following reply : 
~~ To the Trustees of John-street 
Chapel. . 
ee Begtunes, . Nov. 1, 1816. 
‘< ] received Mr. Pearson’s note of 
Jast night, and [ beg leave to say, 
that I to!d Mr. Clare I would retire 
provided the trustees and congregation 
would pay me my salary up to the 
first of December, which would a- 
mount to about 341. and those per- 


sons who are bound to prosecute the. 


Messrs. Manders to withdraw their 
recognizances. If you feel disposed 
to do this, I shall be willing to com- 
ply with your conditions, except the 
asking the favour of another month’s 
residence in the hoyse, should 1 need 
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it. If you should refuse my proposal, 
I shall be very glad to have it settled 
by four persons, two chosen by your- 
selves and two by me. I only wish 
you to act as honourable men, and 
you will not find me disposed to act 
a dishonourable part. 
** I remain, Gentlemen, yours &c. 
“ JOHN STEWARD.” 

What mildness !' and how much of 
the christian spirit is discovered in the 
foregoing notes of Mr. Steward’s, es 
pecially when it is recollected that he 
was addressing a man who had long 
been his most bitter enemy. 

To this he received the following 
reply: -. 

‘* To Mr. Steward.—The trustees 
unanimously determine not to make 
any other proposal'than the one sent 
on ‘Tuesday, which Mr. Steward 


. thinks proper to decline ; if it be not 


accepted to-day, they hereby with- 
drawit. Asto the proposition sent by 
Mr, Steward yesterday, what is said 
above isasufficient answer to it. Mat. 
ters shall take their due course. 
‘¢ JOSEPH PEARSON, 
** THOS. WILLIAMS, 
** JOSEPH STANLEY, 
** JOSEPH BAKER. . ° 
Wolverhampton, Nov, 2, 1816. 
I now go back to Sunday, October 
27th, which, though not attended 


_with all the outrage of the previous 


Sabbath, was still a scene of disgrace- 
ful confusion, The law would not 
allow Mr. Pearson to break the peace 
of the congregation, during the time 
of divine service, by speaking ; but 
he had recourse to other means, such 
as walking about the aisle, shutting 
the doors with violence, taking out 
of his pocket a pamphlet or monthly 
magazine, and reading during the time 
of service, Others of the Unitarians, 
emboldened by his example, walked 
up and down the stairs, during the 


‘ time Mr. Steward was in prayer, with 


considerable noise; and various other 
acts were done equally disgraceful, 
and to the complete annoyance of the 
congregation, 
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After the afternoon service, jt was 
usual to take the children of the Sun- 
day schools into the vestry, sing a 
hymna, aod dismiss them. -This Mr. 
Steward attempted to do, but in vain; 
the hymn commenced, but the noise 
of the Unitarians became so great 
that it was impossible to proceed. Mr. 
Steward then desired the children to 
go home, but Mr. Pearson insisted 
that they should step an hour longer; 


however, after some altercation be-' 


tween Mr, Pearson and Mr. Steward 
the children retired. 

Now Mr. Pearson commenced a 
fresh attack upon Mr. B. -Mander, 
caHing him a rioter, conspirator, bi- 
got, fanatic, and said that he would 
get him inta the King’s bench, and 
ruin him if possible ; and at fast told 
him, that he‘could give him some in- 
formation of which he was, perhaps, 
not apprized, viz. that he (Mr. B. 
Mander) never was a trustee of the 
chapel. ‘+I say (said Mr. Pearson) 
as a man of honour, you never were 
a trustee.” This he repeated several 
times in the hearing of not less than 
thirty witnesses ! 

. What are we to conceive of this 
6° man of honour 2” Are-we to give 


him-credit for any thing he in future. 


asserts? Since by his own acknow- 
ledgment, both before.the Master of 
the Rolls and in the Court of Chan- 
cery, he has ‘admitted that Mr. B. 
Mander is a trustee. 

After thisday Mr. Pearson trou- 
bled the place but very little with bis 
companys bat the example. he had 
set, operated so powerfally upon the 
mind of some of the lower class of the 
old attendants, that it was not, till 
one of them had been taken beforea 
magistrate, that peace could be resto- 
ved. 

I now pass on to notice a complete 
masterpiece of oppressina and cruel- 
ty, its equa) being rarely heard of. It 
will be seen by one of the foregoing 


letters from Mr. Steward, that the 
trustees and congregation of Joha- 
street chapel owed him aboat-341. an 
enormous sum, if we consider how 
small the yearly income he received 
from them was—-{the correctness of 
his demand they: have since acknow- 
ledged in their own statement). Mr. 
S. received from them bat about 751. a 
year, of course there was now with. 
held from him nearly half-a-year’s 
income. Mr. Steward and his family 
(a wife and five children, at home, 
none of whom get any thing towards 
their own support ; besides a son, 
who was out as an apprentice, and 
for, whom Mr. 8. had to provide 
clothes’) were at this time in great dis. 
tress, as may well be conceived, when 
the very means of their support was 
withheld from tham ; for, in addition 
to his salary, his school, which had 
for some time prodaced him about 
40l. per annum, iw consequence of 
their treatment, liad very much de- 
clined, and he was compelled to res 
linquish it. 

Mr. Steward had been accustomed 
to have bread, flour, &c. from Messrs. 
Taylor and Bradshaw, two of ‘his 
congregation, and pay for it quarter- 
ly, or ashis money came in to enable 
him. At this period, in consequence 
of his salary. having been so long 
withheld from him, he owed ‘them 
131. 14s. 8d. I would here observe, 
that Mr. Taylor was onc of the oldest 
members amongst the Unitarians who 
atterided his ministry, and Mr. Brad- 
shaw was the person appointed to 
collect the seat rents.* Can it be sup- 
posed then, that these men could urge 
Mr. Steward for the payment of his 
debt, and even send him an attorney’s 
letter, threatening him with further 
law proceedings unless he immediate- 
ly discharged it, wheu, at the same 
time, they werea part of those per. 
sons who were withholding his only 
means of discharging it ?#*—~—Yet 


* In vindication of this masterpicee of oppression and cruelty, (1 repeat the expression, ) 
Mr. Pearson observes that ‘* Mr. Bradshaw had been.a, most kind and liberal friend to Mr. 


Steward; he had, however seen what were Mr. Steward’s 


principles of ‘ honour,’ and what 


his practical ideas of the ‘ christian spirit.’ Is it surprising then, that he began to be desirous 


of having a long-standing account settled 2?” 


Is this the best defence Mr. Pearson can 


wake iu favour of bis frieud, Mr. Bradshaw? Were I him, {£ would have been silent; fer 
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such was actually the case ; and Mr, 
Steward, sot wishing to Jay himself 
under any obligation to Mr. Mander 
(fox at this time he had received no. 
thing from Isim) he named the cir. 
cumstance to a friend, who very 
kindly lent him the money, and with 
the same he paid Mr. Bradshaw. 

Susely na qne can read this state. 
ment of facts, which facts canuot be 
coulroverted, without feeling the ut- 
most indignation and abhorrence at 
such unprecedented cruelty. 

Where is the candour, tolerance, 
and religious liberty so much boasted 
of by ovr opponents? Rather than 
support, Ict Unitarians blush at the 
bare mention of the Wolverhampton 
caso! ; 

‘To proye what is here stated, the 
following is acopy of the letter sent 
to Mr. Steward by the Attorney :— 

*¢ Sir, —Messrs, Bradshaw & Tay. 
lor have directed me tv apply to you 
for the payment of 131. 14s. 8d. you 
owe them, and uniess the same is paid 


to me, with 5s. my fee for this appli.’ 


cation, to-morrow, I have ppsitive 
instructions. to commence law pro. 
ceedings for the recovery thereof; 
the expences and wnpleasantness 
whereof, | hope you will prevent. 
** Tam, Sir, your most qbdt. ‘servant, 
‘J. FOSTER.” 
s¢ King-street, Wolverhampton, 
** October 29th, 1316.”* , 

The money was paid by Mr. Stew. 
ard the next day, in the presence of 
a witness; and whatever the Unitari- 
ans might have said of Mr. Steward’s 
dishouour, it is a facts that Mr. Brad- 
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shaw, gave him a receipt upon ua, 
stamped paper, thereby subjecting 
himself to a heavy penalty, and prov. 
ing that whatever they may have said, 
he was still worthy of confidence, 
The proposals made by Mr. Stew, 
ard, so honourable to himself, and so 
much to the interest of the Unitari. 
ans to accept, heing all rejected, and 
Mr. Pearson’s rage being principally 
bent against Mr, B, Mander (my 
father) and myself, for having so far 
supported Mr. Steward, we thought 
it our duty to consult one of the most 
able professional men in London, whe 
was well acquainted with the affairs 
of dissenters, for advice relative to 
our future necessary proceedings; for 
which purpose Mr. B. Mander appli- 
ed to John Wilkes, Esq. Finsbury. 
place,—the tery gentleman to whom 
our opponents afterwards (but too 
late applied,—-a gentleman, well 
known in the religious world for his 
abilities, christiag spirit, and. modera. 
tion,—and to whose valuable advicg 
and exertions, the cause in which we 
are engaged is excecdingly indebted, 
Understanding that Mr. Pearson 
intended to proceed with the utmos¢ 
rigour at the ensuing sessions, and in~ 
dict us for a misdemeanour, in forcib. 
ly entering into the chapel ang vestry 
on the 20th of October, we thought 
it prudent to employ a professional 
gentlemen on the spot, to conduct 
our proceedings, aud therefore con, 
sulted with Mc. George Tompson, of 
Wolverhampton, upon the propriety 
of endeavouring to cross Mr. Pear. 
son’s bill of indictment, by preparing 


what does it in fact say? Because Mr. Steward’s views upon religious subjects were altered 
Mr. Bradshaw was justified in oppressing him to the uttermost tora debt, which they (Messrs, 
Pearson, Bradshaw, &c.) prevented him from paying! Surely the more this is observed, the 
more odious it must appear ! 

* Mr, Pearson asks “ for what honourable purpose, are all dates omitted in this part of - 
Mr. C. Mandet’s * clear detail of circumstances,’ and even in the copy of the letter sent by the 
Attorney ?”’ The date of the Attorney’s letter was not omitted from design. The fact 
is, Mr; Steward had torn off the spare paper at the: fold, to, write upon, and the date, by 
that means, was lost, —however I have since obtained it from Mr. Foster, as. it now a 
—I would beg the reader not to lose sight of the expression of this honourable man; he 
says all dates, when in fact, there was but one date omitted in this part of the detail, which 
wasthe above. The copy of the other had no date,'as I before named. I see the-drift 
of this Gentiemarf!! my Appendix appeared with an expensive work, which would c 
sequently get access to very few: Mr. Pearsou puts out his Remarks io a cheap Pamphlet, 
and also has it stitched into the Unitarian Magazine, by which means, it would be seen by 
Thousands, te whom the Appendia would be unknown, But Truth being the foundation 
upon which I have built. ei not afraid of the superstructure standing against all the per- 
fidious blasts of error ! 








one against him and the other trus- 
tees, forthe forcible‘entry on the 19th 
of October. To the promptitude and 
professional skill of Mr. ‘Tompson 
we are greatly indebted for the suc- 
cess which follawed. On the 16th 
of January, 1817, two bills were 
found by the grand jury against 
*¢ Pearson and others,”’ whilst their 
bill against us was thrown out. 

On the 22d of January a meeting 
of several of the neighbouring mini- 
sters was held at West Bromwich, by 
the request of Mr. B. Mander, when 
it was the opinion of fhe meeting, 
that the most effectual way of stay. 
ing Mr. Pearson’s proceedings, and 
obtaining the principal object, the 
production of the deeds, would be to 
immediately file a bill in Chancery for 
that purpose, and.a resolution was 
passed to that. effect. Instructions 
were immediately sent to Mr. Wilkes 
fora bill to be filed in Chancery a- 
g2inst Mr. Pearson and the other 
trustees ; and, on the 30th of Janua- 
Ty, subpoenas were served on Messrs: 
Pearson, Stanley, Baker, and Willi- 
ams. Mr. Pearson, and the other 
trustees, upon this exhibited a _peti- 
tion ¢p the Master of the Rolls, pray- 
ing that the meeting—house, dwelling. 
house, and endowments, might be es- 
tablished for the promulgation of U- 
nitarianism. This was opposed by 
Mr. Mander and Mr. Steward, and 
the petition -was dismissed by the 
Master of the Rolls om the ground of 
want of jurisdiction, and the matter be- 
ing then pending before the Chancellor. 

Surely. no one would ever have 
concluded that, whilst- matters were 
thus proceeding in Chancery, and 
before the Master of the Rolls, that 

_Mr. Pearson’s violence would have 
Jed him to take another journey to 
Stafford, and endeavour to procure a 
bill of indictment upon the same 
grounds upon which he'had before 
been foiled. Yet at the following as- 
sizes, March 14th, he actually made 
the attempt, nor was Mr. Mander at 
all apprised of it until some time af- 
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ter Mr. Pearson and his colleagues, 
about 12 in number, had left Wol- 
verhampton for this purpose. To 
prevent Mr. Pearson’s success, and 
the waste of money which might 
have followed, Mr. Mander, Mr. Ste- 
ward, and their solicitor, Mr. Tomp- 
son, with two witnesses, took coach 
and four, and arrived in Stafford just 
before them. This prompt measure 
(for which our opponents were. not 
prepared) completely deranged their 
proceedings, and Mr. Lee, Mr. Pear- 
son’s solicitor) pledged himself that 
no steps should be taken against Mr. 
Mander that assize. Still restless, 
and regardless ofexpence (for they 
boasted «hat there was no want of 
money on their part—they could have 
thousands if they wanted it) Mr. 
Pearson determined upon another at- 
tempt the ensuing sessions. This, 
however, was communicated to us by 
a friend ; and to prevent this incon. 
sistent waste of money, Mr. Tomp. 
son was reguested by Mr. B. Mander 
to write to Mr. Lee, the attorney for 
Mr. Pearson and‘ others, to: know 
whether they intended to make any 
further attempt to prefer an indict. 
ment, and offering to concur’ in a 
postponement of their pleading to 
those now pending against them. 
Mr. Lee acknowledged the receipt of 
this letter, but gave no information of 
their intentions. Mr. John Mander 
then cailed twice at Mr. Pearson’s, 
to make a similar proposition, but 
could not obtain an answer. There- 
fore, on the 16th of April, the same 
unnecessary expence occurred again. 
Mr. Pearson and his party proceeded 
to Stafford, to attempt the obtaining 
of a bill,—and Mr. Mander and his 
friends to counteract it. Mr. Pear- 
son’s bill was agaig thrown out, and 
Mr, Mander had a true bill found. 
A second attempt was made by Mr. 
Pearson the following day ; but with 
no better success.* ‘This was follow- 
ed up by Mr. Pearson and his party 
commencing an action of -ejectment, 
for the purpose of getting possession 


* Mr. T. Eyre Lee, in a letter dated February 20th, 1819, addressed to Mr. Joseph 
Pearson, (evideutly written to appear with Mr. Pearson’s Remarks,) says, “ that the offer 
to Mr. Tompson was made uvt from fear, but from a desire of putting au end wv disputes 
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of. the meeting-house. ‘Upon which 
Mr. Mander made an application to 
the Lord Chancellor for an injunction 
to restrain from such proceedings, 
which application was successfal ; and 
the decision and observations of his 
Lordship were such as gave the most 
flattering prospect of the ultimate 
success of Mr. Mander.—Foiled at 
every point, Mr. Pearson was at last 
reduced to the painful necessity of 
applying to the very persons from 
whom, at one time, he would not 
deign to listen to any proposals. On 
July 25th, Mr. Tompson received 
a letter from Mr. Lee, on behalf of 
Mr. Pearson and others, stating what 
had taken place before the Chancel- 
lor, and requesting the withdrawment 
of the recognizances in the pending 
indictments. To which Mr. Tompson, 
on behalf of Mr. Mander, immediate. 
ly acquiesced, provided he would un- 
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dertake that no further attempts 
should be made ta prefer any, bill of 
indictment against Mr. Marder, (the 
object for all the proceedings at Staf-. 
ford being self-defence,) well know. 
ing that nothing which took place iu 
that court could ever affect the grand 
point in question. 

Having laid the particulars of this 
important case before the public, I 
shall leave them to decide who was 
the oppressor or the oppressed—the 
persecutor or the persecuted. Mr. 
B. Mander was driven into every 
measure he has taken; first, from the 
pure motives of protecting Mr. Stew- 


‘ard and his family from the cruelty 


of their oppressors; and afterwards, 
himself from the violence of his per- 
secutors, who. had threatened him 
with ruin and imprisonment. 
CHARLES MANDER. 
Wolverhampton, Dec. 16, 1818. 


To this Detail, which first sppeared as an Appendix, to an Appeal to the 
Pablic (written by-the Ministers who originally signed the Case) Mr. Jo- 
seph Pearson has replied in a Pamphlet, dated Feb. 22, 1819, entitled “‘Re- 
marks upon an Appendix.” In which he says ** I have been dragged much 
against my inclination, into. this controversy.” I can give him the fudlest 
credit for his assertion,—for having been proved, to have wilfully and re. 
peatedly asserted a falsehood, before thirty or more witnesses, and pledged 
his honour to the truth of it ; which he has not here even hinted at, much 
more denied ;—I do not wonder at his disinclination to the controversy— 
and I have no donbt but he has been dragged into it, (aided by his friend 
Mr. Lee).witha view of glossing over, and perverting the truth, thereby, 
diverting the mind of the reader from the most important points ; and ia 
hopés of removing the odium under which he must have fallen, even in the 
eyes of his friends ! 

Mr. Pearson in his remarks, attempts to rebut the charge of misguiding 
Mr. Bransby, for which purpose, he artfully quotes part of a letter written 
by Mr. Ilickcox,* because being émproperly expressed, it would better an. 
swer his purpose, than any other document, of which he was in possession. 
And he says, ‘* Of this I am certain, that we have no documents whatever ia 
any book belonging to the Meeting-house, which shew that any sum was 
irrevocably appropriated, before Mr. Cole left Wolverhampton. 

Perhaps the Bank checks which Mr. Griffiths saw, were not in a book,—~ 
but where did-he get Ais information from? Doubtless from the same docu. 
ments which would prove to Mr. Pearson, that the 4001. was not only irre. 
vocably given, by Mr. Marshall and Mr. IIill; bat the stock was actually 
purchased before their death, and before Mr. Cole’s resignation,—they 
reserving, only the interest thereof, during their lives. ~ 8 

The: profound attorney, Mr..T. E. Lee, with his accustomed acumen, 
in an inferior court, upon.a subject which was under inyestization ina court of supérior 
jurisdiction.” The above statement in the Detail is atufficient answer, and will serve 


to show how desirons Mr, Lee and his friend Mr. Pearson were to ‘ end disputes” when, 
by the Chancellor's order, they could proceed no farther !! 


* This letter will be found at the bottom of the second column, in page & 





, 
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observes in his letter to Mr. Pearson, ‘‘ And it is fio less evidettt that the pars 
ties giving their money, retained a controul over it durittg their lives, as they 
received, “according te Mr, John Mandér’s account; the interest from Mr: 
Hickcox.” I think this proves, that they had no control over the Principal! 
Mr. Pearson’s remarks, page 6, “* Had I been inclined to say any thing 
respecting his (Me. John Mander’s) letter to Mr. Bransby, FE should have 
denied the trath (a8 I now deny it) of his assertion, that I asked him for the- 
money belonging to the teusteés.””, Mr. John Mander in page 6, says that 
Mr. Pearson, asked him to let him have the money,+and lie did let him have 
it in 1810.—Mr. Pearson in his remarks does not deny that he had the money, 
eniy that he did not ask for it. Now observe! Mr. Pearson in his answer 
to the chancellor, upon oath in Jute 1817, with his three co-trastecs declare, 
after speaking of the stock, ‘¢ Thatiall such stock was on or about Jone 
1807 sold out by defendants, for the purchase of two-leaseWvold houses, avid 
the residuc thereof, amounting to 2601. is now in the hands of Mr. Jolin 
Mander, on his own personal security.”” Ta another part they say, ‘* That 
the whole of the 2601. is still out standing, and due from the said Ivhn 
Mander.” At the time this Oath’ was taken, Mr. Pearson had actwally had 
the identical money in his own hands more than siz years; ana. Mr. Man. 
der’s Note remained with the Trusteés as their security. ‘ This setond public 
dereliction of truth, must sufficiently stamp the credé# with which atiy of the 
assertions of Mr. Pearson may be-viewed. , 
Let me take the liberty of enforcing upoi the reader, the necessity af 
observing dates,—if these are well attended to, our opponents with all their 
spectous garb, will stand openly exposed. , 
Many unpleasant insinuations are thrown out, and some bold charges madé 





against Mr. Steward im the course of Mr. Pearson’s remarks ; niost of which . ~ 


Mr.Steward denies; but being anacquainted with the various circumstances, 
—I must leave them, arid only assure the public, that I hive given to the. 
best of my knowledge and belief, a faithful detail. tila, 
Wolcerhampton, March 26, 1819. CHARLES MANDER. 
This interesting case Was strongly recommended to the religious public, 
as eatly as Oct. 1, 1817, by the under-named respectable ministers, in the 
following terms :— ~ 
'. “ This is clearly a case of great public interest to Orthodox Dissenters, since 
it is well known that many places, now held by Arians and Socinians, were 
built and endowed ex by, and for, Trinitarians ee Mr. B. Mander 
“having been encouraged by us to undertake this suit, in which many handred 
pounds have already Decn-expieitled- and having, as an individual, (with the 
exception of some sinall donations,) supported Mr. Steward and family out of 
his own private purse since the commencement of this contest, we must now 
beg leave to appeal to' tht best feelings of our ebristran brethren, not doubt- 
ing but they will see it tobe their interest, as well as their duty, to assist in 
bearing the expence of so great an undertaking. : OSes 
“We therefore recommend to our brethren in the ministry fo make this 
case known as early as possible, and to have a publie collection, or subscrip- 
tion, in their respective places of worship, in aid of this good, this great under- 
taking. All contributions thus collected, are requésted to be transmitted, m a 
banker’s draft, or any other convenient form, to Mr. Joan Manver, Wolver- 
hampton; or to Mr. James Pearsaut, 145, Cheapside, London; by whom the 


same will be thankfully acknowledged. ; 
J. A. JAMES, Birmingham. JOHN HUDSON, Westbromwich. 
WILLIAM THORP, Bristol. ©. . J. HAMMOND, Handsworth, 
THOM AS SCALES, Wolvertiampton. JOHN BERRY, ditto. 
' JOHN STEWARD, ditto. JOHN RICHARDS, Stourbridge. 


JAMES COOPER, Westbromwich: J. DAWSON, Dudley.” 
P. Denman, Printer, W otverhampten. 
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